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To  the  Right  Honourable 

FRANCIS  CQKAYNE,  Efq; 

LORD-MAYOR, 

THE 

-  Worfhipful  the  ALDERMEN, 


And  the  Reft  of 

The  GOVERNORS  of  the  feveral  Hospitals 
of  the  City  of  LOND.ON 1 


My  'Lord  and  Gentlemen , 

WHEN  I  refolved  on 

the  Publication  of  the 
following  Work,  I  did  not  in 
the  leaft  hefitate  in  myChoice  of 
Patrons ;  for  to  whom  Aiould 
Attempts  for  the  Improvement 
of  ufeful  Profeffions  fly  for  Sanc¬ 
tuary  and  Protection,  but  to 

A  2,  that 


[  iv  ] 

that  auguft  and  venerable  Body 
of  Men,  who  are  at  once  the 
Guardians  and  Ornaments  of 
that  Community  over  which 
they  prefide,  with  fb  much  E- 
quity  and  Humanity,  that  Po¬ 
verty  and  Indigence  find  a  Shel¬ 
ter  in  their  generous  Bofom, 
and  can  depend  upon  having 
their  Grievances  redrefled  as  ef¬ 
fectually  as  the  Rich  and  Opu¬ 
lent. 

I  need  not  tell  Men  of  your 
Judgment,  that  the  Glory,  the 
Profperity  and  Happinefs  of  a 
Community,  confift  in  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  its  Members ;  for  the 
Multitude  creates  Neceffity, 
Neceffity  lays  a  Foundation  for 
Jnduftry,  and  Induftry  is  the 
immediate  Parent  of  Affluence, 

■  and 


and  of  every  other  Thing,  that 
can  either  render  a  Communis 
ty  happy  in  itfelf,  or  refpe&ed 
by  others.  5Tis  therefore  ofo 
vious,  that  an  Effort  to  preferve 
the  Lives  and  Healths  of  the 
Members  of  a  Society,  is  in  re¬ 
ality  the  moft  effectual  Method 
to  aggrandize  and  enrich  it. 

I  conceive  it  will  hardly  be  de^ 
nied  that  Surgery  is,  of  all  other 
Arts,  the  beft  calculated  for  am 
fwering  this  noble  Defign ;  fince 
without  its  timely  Affiftance, 
Numbers  of  thofe  laborious  and 

i 

indefatigable  Sons  of  Induftry, 
over  whom  you  prelide,  would 
not  only  have  their  Lives  cut 
ftiort  perhaps  in  the  Bloom  of 
Youth,  but  alfo  die  under  the 
moft  inexpreflible  Agonies. 

A  3  But 
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But  why  ftiould  I  infift  upon 
fo  obvious  a  T ruth,  of  which 
your  awful  Body  entertains  fo 
deep  and  tender  a  Senfe?  For 
this  I  might  appeal  to  the  feve- 
ral  Hofpitals  under  your  Protec¬ 
tion  and  Guardianship,  to  the 
Accommodation  you  have  fur- 
nilhed  for  the  Patients,  to  the 
necelfary  Provifions  you  have 
made  again  ft  their  Wants,  and 
to  your  Care  and  Judgment  in 
appointing  humane  and  Ikillful 
Surgeons  for  their  Relief. 

Thefe  amiable  Dilpofitions 
induce  me  to  believe,  that  you 
will  give  a  kind  and  favourable 
Reception  to  the  fubfequent 
Production,  entirely  defigned  to 
promote  your  noble  and  exalt¬ 
ed 


t 
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ed  Purpofes  of  Mercy,  Compaq 
lion  and  Relief  to  the  diftreliecL 
As  it  would  be  monftrous  in 
an  Author  to  make  himfelf  the 
Hero  of  his  Dedication,  or  pre¬ 
tend  to  a  Degree  of  Perfe&ion 
fuperior  to  that  of  his  Neigh¬ 
bours,  I  fhall  only  fay  of  the 
Cafes  and  Obfervations  them- 

'  '  *  '  .  iC 

felves,  that  fome  of  them  are 
entirely  new  and  uncommon, 
that  they  are  related  without 
Artifice  or  V ain-glory,  that  eve¬ 
ry  Circumftance  is  narrated  in 
its  proper  Order,  andprecifelyas 
it  happened,  and  that  the  feveral 
Dreffings,  Regimens  and  Me¬ 
dicines  employed  for  obtaining 
a  Cure,  are  fairly  and  diftin6f- 
ly  fpecified.  If  thefe  are  lau- 

A  4  dable 
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able  Qualities  in  a  practical 
Surgeon,  I  flatter  myfelf,  or  ra¬ 
ther  am  perfuaded,  that  you 
will  pardon  this  Addrels,  and 
permit  me  to  fay,  that  I  am 
lincere  when  I  allure  you,  that 

I  am , 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

With  the  utmojl  RefpeB, 

Tour  much  Obliged,  and 

'  ‘  xi  '  c,  ■,  ■ •  , .  "f  ,,f: 

Obedient  Humble  Servant , 

« 

Tower-Hill, 

29  Jan.  1751, 


DALE  INGRAM, 
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E  generally  finely  that  great 
P retenfons  to  PerfeSlion  are 
often  no  more  in  the  Events  than  irre¬ 
fragable  Proofs  either  of  palpable  Ig¬ 
norance ,  or,  to  fpeak  more  modejlly ,  fo 
many  Arguments ,  (hewing  that  abfo- 
lute  PerfeSlion  cannot  be  attained  toy 
even  in  the  mojl  diminutive  and  infig- 
nificant  Branches  of  Bufnefs.  It  mujl 
indeed  be  confeffedy  that  fome  Arts  have 
made  farther  Advances  than  others ; 
hut  this  Circumjlance  depends  rather  on 
the  Nature  of  particular  Employments , 
than  the  Indujlry  and  Ingenuity  of  their 
Followers .  Thus  for  inflancey  it  is  far 
more  eafy  to  arrive  at  a  competent 
Dexterity  in  fome  of  the  common  Artsy 
than  to  form  a  Machine  which 
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jhall 

with 


with  invariable  Accuracy  meafure  "Time , 
and pew  us  how  many  Hours ,  Minutes , 
Seconds ,  &c.  have  intervened  between 
one  Period  and  another.  But  fuppofing 
that  all  the  Arts  which  are  purely  me¬ 
chanical,  could  be  brought  to  Perfec¬ 
tion ,  which  I  am  afraid  is  impoffible ; 
yet  certainly  there  are  other  Profeflions 
which  mujl  remain  as  it  were  in  their 
Dawn,  fo  long  as  this  World  exijls: 
Among  this  lajl  Clafs  we  may  jujlly  rec¬ 
hon  Mathematics,  Phyfic  and  Surgery, 
Tho  in  each  of  thefe ,  vafl  Difcoveries 
have  been  made ,  yet  what  an  unbounded 
Abyfs  lies  before  their  refpeSlive  Pro- 
feffors  f  What  they  do  know ,  is  no  more 
in  Comparifon  of  what  they  ought  to 
know,  than  a  fingle  Atom  is,  in  Com¬ 
parifon  of  the  infinite  Expanfe.  Thd 
this  be  the  genuine  State  of  all  Profef- 
fions,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  liberal  Kind, 
yet  this  Circumjlance  pould  be  fo  far 
from  difcouraging  Us  in  our  Pur- 
fuits,  that  it  ought  to  fre  our  Breajls 
with  a  noble  Ardour  to  add  one  Degree 


of  Per  fell  ion  to  another .  Accordingly 
the  Mathematical  labouts  for  the  Dife- 
covery  of  the  Longitude  and  the  Qua¬ 
drature  of  the  Circle ,  and  the  Phyfician 
is  impatient  to  know  wherein  the  genu¬ 
ine  and  latent  Principle  of  Life  confejls. 
In  this  refepeB  the  Surgeon  has  the  ma - 
nifejl  Advantage  of  the  other  two;  fence 
he  aims  at  no  one  particular  Point }  far¬ 
ther  than  the  Cure  of  his  Patient ,  which 
in  many  Cafes  may  be  obtained  by  an  ac¬ 
curate  Knowledge  of  the  Parts  he  ope¬ 
rates  upon ,  and  a  fuffecient  Degree  of 
Confideration  and  Experience.  As  this 
is  the  Cafe ,  we  may  juftly  be  fur  prized, 
that  Surgery  has  made  no  greater  Ad¬ 
vances  than  to  be  looked  upon  as  fome- 
thing  not  only  precarious  and  uncertain , 
but  even  as  a  Kind  °f  Jefi  contrived 
to  drain  the  Pockets  and  amputate  the 
Limbs  of  Mankind.  ’ Lis  more  than 
probable  that  this  Misfortune  proceeds 
from  a  Complication  of  Caufes^  which 
may  be  reduced  to  the  Ignorance ,  the 
hypothetical  Turn,  the  Negligence  or  the 
Pride  of  its  Profejfors.  As 


[  **  ] 

As  for  the  Firjl ,  ’tis  certain  that 
nothing  has  a  more  direB  Tendency  to 
bring  any  Art  into  Difcredit ,  than  the 
Ignorance  of  its  Profejfors.  But  this 
Difcredit  is  fill  heightened, \  and  as  it 
were  mingled  with  Rancour ,  Indigna¬ 
tion  and  Refentment ,  when  People  re- 
fleEl y  that  their  Lives  are  by  this  Means 
expofed  to  imminent ,  and  too  often  irre¬ 
trievable  Danger. 

As  for  the  Second ,  namely,  the  hypo¬ 
thetical  Turn  of  Surgeons ,  I  am  afraid 
it  has  done  more  Havock  than  the  TV or  Id 
is  aware  of,  and  killed  more  ofh  is  Ma- 
jejlys  SubjeBs,  than  all  the  praBiial 
Surgeons  within  his  Dominions  have 
faved.  Hypothefes  in  Affairs  that  don't 
affeB  Life  are  pardonable ,  becaufe  they 
are  often  ufeful  and  advantageous ;  but 
when  a  Surgeon  either  invents  or  adopts 
a  Theory ,  or  runs  mad  after  French 
quack  Medicines ,  not  efablijhed  on  the 
Succefs  of  a  particular  PraBice ,  and 
regulates  his  ConduB  on  that  Theory ,  he 
aBs  the  Part  of  a  Butcher . 

As 


# 
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As  to  the  Third,  namely ,  the  Negli¬ 
gence  of  Surgeons,  it  is  no  lefs  crimi¬ 
nal  in  itfelfy  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  Patient , 
and  no  lefs  adapted  to  bring  the  Pro- 
fefjion  into  Contempt  than  the  former. 

\ This  Negligence  may  confjl  in  two 
Things  y  either  in  the  DefeEl  of  fufifici- 
ent  Pains  to  invefigate  the  real  Caufey 
and  trace  the  true  Symptoms  of  a  Dif- 
order y  or  in  the  Want  of  due  Attend¬ 
ance  on  the  Patienty  to  obferve  what 
V icijjitudes  the  Difeafe  takes ,  in  order  to 
vary  the  Meafures  according  to  their 
different  Appearances.  What  Comfort 
for  inflance  is  it  for  a  Man  of  a  liberal 
Fortune  to  think ,  that  he  has  employed  a 
Surgeon  of  Skill  and  Reputation  to  treat 
his  only  Sony  in  any  Dif  order  y  when  in 
the  Refult  he  finds  himfelf  deprived  of 
the  hopeful  Youthy  who  was  to  have  been 
the  Joy  of  his  remaining  Years?  ’ Tis 
therefore  certain  that  Skilly  great  Con - 
fiderationy  and  a  clofer  and  more  punc¬ 
tual  Attendance  than  is  ufually  given, 
are  neceffary  and  indifpenfable  Ingre¬ 
dients 


/ 
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clients  in  the  CharaSier  of  a  good  Sur¬ 
geon. 

As  to  the  Fourth ,  I  mean  that  Species 
of  Pride,  which ,  too  often  I  am  afraid, 
renders  a  Man  felf-fuffcient ,  wrapt  up 
in  his  own  fudgment ,  deaf  to  the  Re¬ 
monfranc  es  of  others ,  and  incapable  of 
acknowledging  his  Error ;  this  is  a 
Turn  of  Mind  highly  prejudicial  in  all 
Profejfons  of  Life ,  but  in  none  more 
fatal  than  in  the  PraSlice  of  Surgery ; 
for  when  a  Surgeon  of  this  CharaSier 
has  committed  an  Error ,  which  is  per¬ 
haps  fatal  to  the  Life  of  his  Patient ,  he 
is  fo  far  from  conf. effing  his  Mi  fake  and 
Inadvertency ,  that  he  not  only  endea¬ 
vours  to  alleviate  his  Crime ,  but  obfli- 
nately  attempts  to  jufify  his  PraSlice , 
and  pew  it  to  be  regular,  fafe  and  ratio¬ 
nal.  By  thefe  Means  the  unwary  and 
unthinking  not  being  on  their  Guard, 
are  fo  grofy  mifed,  that  they  conclude 
the  like  Meafures  are  abjolutely  to  he 
taken  in  all  Cafes  of  a  fmilar  Nature ; 
and  thus  one  fngle  Error  may  lay  a 

fatal 


fatal  Foundation  for  many  fubfequent 
Miftahs.  Whereas  if  inflead  of  fuch 
Arrogance  he  had  aEled  the  Part  of  Ve- 
falius  in  a  Cafe  of  great  Importance , 
and  candidly  confefs  d  his  Error,  this  Ac¬ 
knowledgment  would  have  befpoke  a  gen¬ 
tlemanly  Turn  of  Mind ,  and  ferved  as 
a  Beacon  or  Warning  for  other  Surgeons 
to  avoid  the  Rock  on  which  he  fplit. 
This  was  the  Method  of  Hippocrates  and 
all  the  venerable  Ancients ,  whofe  Can¬ 
dour  induced  them  to  acknowledge  their 
Errors  as  readily  as  to  record  their 
Succefs. 

I  wifh  from  my  Heart,  we  could 
boajl  that  England  was  equal  to  Greece 
or  Rome  in  this  refpeEl\  then  indeed 
we  might  expeEl  many  more  Improve¬ 
ments  in  our  Art ,  inflead  of  f anguine 
Difputes  and  Controverfes  about  Points 
of  no  Moment ,  wire-drawn  Specula¬ 
tions ,  and  an  objlinate  Adherence  to  Prin¬ 
ciples  which  are  no  lefs  contradi&ory 
to  thofe  of  Surgery ,  than  fatal  to  the 
Elves  of  the  Patients . 
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Surely  fuch  ASlions  can  neither  he  pro¬ 
fitable  to  the  Community ,  nor  bring  Ho¬ 
nour  to  our  noble  Art ;  it  was  this  that 
made  the  great  DoElor  Radcliff  dijlin- 
guijh  this  Clafis  of  Men  by  the  Name  of 
<  ~  Talking  Surgeons ;  and  this  ingenious 
and  judicious  Gentleman  very  wittily  alfo 
made  a  DifiinElion  between  fuch  as  real- 
ly  cured ,  and  fuch  as  only  talked.  'The 
former  he  fays  are  BleJJings  to  their 
Country ,  fince  without  chattering  about 
the  Propriety  and  Impropriety  of  par¬ 
ticular  MeafureSy  they  ferioujly  caft 
about  in  their  own  Minds  for  the  Means 
of  affording  Relief  where  a  perfeB 
Cure  cannot  be  had ;  and  refloring  total 
Soundnefs  where  it  is  to  be  obtained. 
Such  a  Surgeon  thinks  it  not  worth  his 
while ,  either  to  amufe  a  Patient  or  to 
attraSl  a  Ring  of  gaping  Lifiners  in  a 
Coffee-houfe ,  by  uttering  an  unintelligi¬ 
ble  Rhapfody  of  learned  Jargon  \  but 
he  employs  his  time  to  better  Purpofe  in 
confulting  the  Habit  of  his  Patient's 
Bodvy  the  State  and  Symptoms  of  his 

Difi 
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Dif order' ,  the  Way  to  make  his  Mind 
eafy ,  and  the  mojl  effe&ual  Method  of 
checking  the  Impu  Ifes  of  Nature  where 
they  are  too  Jlrong ,  invigorating  them 
where  they  are  too  languid \  and  going  as 
it  were  hand  in  hand  with  them,  where 
they  gently  travel,  if  I  may  fo  f peaky  in 
the  right  Road.  Rut  how  oppofite  is 
this  to  the  talking  Surgeon ,  who  boafis  of 
his  penetrating  Knowledge ,  harangues 
his  Patient ,  and  weakly  imagines  that 
an  objlinate  Diforder  mufl  underfland 
his  Overflow  of  Learnings  and  fubmif- 
fively  obey  his  maflerly  Command.  Rut 
fuch  felf  fufficient  Boaflers  will  find  the 
Difeafe  is  deaf  to  their  Call ,  defipifes 
their  imaginary  Theories ,  and  can  only 
be  removed  by  the  thinking  and  aSling 
Surgeon. 

Such  daring  Boldnefs  demands  our 
Pity,  and  often  have  I  blufhed for  this 
lafi  Clafs  of  Men,  the  talking  Surgeons , 
when  they  have  attempted  to  fhew  their 
Skill  in  the  Profeffion  without  any  real 
Foundation ,  or  even  Experience ,  the 

a  Want 
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Want  of  which  is  filled  up  with  over¬ 
bearing  and  vain  Glory,  which  like  pre- 
fiumptuous  Phaeton  would ,  if  poffible,  fet 
the  Body  of  Surgeons  on  fire,  as  they 
never  can  be  in  Fear  who  know  no  Dan¬ 
ger ;  but  the  mofi  Jkiiful  are  always  the 
mofi  cautious.  ’The  Country  Surgeons 
mofi  commonly  become  the  Butt  of  their 
Banter  and  Ridicule ;  thd  thefie  are 
often  found  to  have  more  Honefiy  and 
Knowledge ,  and  therefore  lefs  deferve 
the  Contempt  of  the  former ;  yet  they  are 
treated  as  Beings  of  a  different  Species 
from  themfelves ,  or  as  if  they  were 
formed  by  different  Hands  and  unwor¬ 
thy  to  breath  the  fame  Air ,  or  tread 
upon  the  fame  Ground.  I  once  had  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  one  of  thefie  chatter¬ 
ing  theoretical  iJ erjons  Jeverely  mortifi¬ 
ed ,  and  jufily  chafiifed  for  his  Igno¬ 
rance  in  the  Profeffion.  This  vain  Boafi- 
er  accidentally  meeting  with  a  Country 
Surgeon  in  a  London  Goffee-houfe,  and 
fondly  embracing  the  Opportunity  to  dif- 
play  his  Learning  before  a  numerous 

Audience, 
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Audience ,  /allied  forth  with  his  Rhetoric 
upon  the  honejl  Countryman \  whofe  Know¬ 
ledge ,  tho  much  fuperior ,  was  veil' d  with 
Modefiy ,  which  by  the  injudicious  is  often 
mifiahen for  Want  of  Shill.  Emb oldened 
with  finding  fo  much  Modefiy ,  the  Theo- 
rifi  triumphs.  It  happened  fome  little 
time  after  thisfalfe  Fire ,  that  his  touring 
j Thoughts  dragged  him  into  the  Country , 
where  his  genteel  Drefs  and  overbearing 
Converfation  made  him  be  looked  upon 
as  a  Man  of  no  fmall  Importance  in  his 
ProfeJJion ;  Accordingly  he  was  called 
in  to  treat  even  a  very  Jimple  Cafe  in  a 
Family  of  fome  Note ;  but  to  the  great 
Dif appointment  of  the  Family ,  and  to 
his  own  irretrievable  DiJ grace ,  after 
he  had.  brought  the  Patient  to  the  Point 

o  * 

of  Death,  he  pronounced  the  Dijorder  no 
lefs  than  incurable.  Upon  this  melan¬ 
choly  Sentence,  recourfe  was  had  to  their 
own  plain  Country  Surgeon ,  who  was  the 
very  Man  abufed  in  London,  and  who 
examining  the  whole  State  of  the  Difor- 
der  from  its  Beginning  to  that  Dime, 

a  2  was 


r  xx 
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was  furprifed  that  it  had  not  been  cured 
in  three  or  four  Days :  However  he  fet 
to  work ,  did  his  befl ,  and  in  a  few  Days 
not  only  put  the  Patient  out  of  all  Dan¬ 
ger  ,  but  in  a  great  Meafure  obtained  a 
perfeB  Cure.  TVhereupo?t  he  defired 
the  Gentleman  to  fend  for  the  Boafer , 
who  had  the  firfi  Management  of  his 
Son ;  fame  Neighbours  of  Reputation 
were  invited  to  be  prefent  at  the  Inter¬ 
view  between  the  two  Surgeons ;  the  Theo- 
rift  was  confounded  to  meet  the  very  Man 
he  had  lately  abufed  in  London,  whiljl 
the  other  recriminated ,  not  in  a  brutal 
and  bullying  Manner,  but  rather  with 
that  jufl  Severity  and  Indignation  with 
which  a  lather  reprimands  a  Son  for  his 
Ignorance  and  Errors  in  ConduB.  This 
Story  brings  to  my  Remembrance  two 
celebrated  Dines  fomewhere  in  Dryden.  < 

Knaves  by  rebound  are  often  bit, 

To  bite  the  Biter  is  not  Fraud  but  Wit. 

Det  me  here  obferve ,  that  tho  Men 
of  Modefy  and  Merit  may  fometimes  be 

ever- 
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overborn  by  thofe  of  infolent  and  wanton 
Tempers-,  yet  fuch  is  the  Courfe  of  all- 
bounteous  Providence ,  that  Jhe  rarely 
fails,  fome  time  or  other,  to  crown  the 
former  with  Glory  and  Renown ,  while 
the  latter  are  generally  funk  in  Oblivion , 
or  loaded  with  Infamy  and  Contempt. 

Put  after  all  this  Clamour  againf 
Country  Surgeons,  what  would  the  Au¬ 
thors  be  at,  or  what  do  they  mean  f  as 
for  my  own  Part  I  cannot  pojftbly  find 
out  what  harm  they  do  to  thefe  pedantic 
Theorifis.  Put  let  us  argue  the  Cafe 
with  Fairnefs  and  Candour,  for  furely 
talking  Gentlemen  are  Strangers 
V irtues,  they  mufl  at  leaft  have 
Learning  enough  to  underfland  the 
Meaning  of  the  Wl ords.  Suppofe  then 

the  Country  Surgeons  are  more  ignorant 
of  their  Art,  than  the  Celfus’s  the  Ve- 
falius’s  and  the  Albinus’s  in  London 
(which  is  far  from  being  true)  you  can 
only  impute  it  to  one  or  other,  or  per¬ 
haps  a  Concurrence  of  all  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  Caufes  3 

a  3 


if fuch 
to  thefe 


i.  Native 
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1.  Native  Stupidity. 

2.  Want  of  acquired  Learning. 

3.  Want  of  Experience,. 

As  for  the  Firfi ,  namely ,  Native 
Stupidity ;  1  never  heard  that  Dulnefs 
was  the  peculiar  Prerogative ,  or  rather 
the  Gurje  of  any  Country  except  Boeotia : 

‘ Thus  among  the  Romans,  in  Boeotia 
natus,  was  a  common  P hr  of e  for  a  Block¬ 
head.  But  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  a 
London  Surgeon  Jhould  boajl  of  a  finer 
Genius  or  more  exalted  Under  funding 
than  his  Brother  who  praSlifes  in  the 
Country.  Certainly  no  Man  of  Lear  st¬ 
ing  can  entertain  Juch  falfe  Notions,  if 
he  f hould ,  let  him  rejleEl  on  the  Reafons 
affigned  for  the  Ffuicknefs  of  Homer V 
Parts ,  the  Penetration  of  his  Judg¬ 
ment ,  and  the  amazing  Extent  of  his 
mental  Powers,  which  arofe  from  the 
Purity  and  Serenity  of  the  Air  which 
he  breathed. 

Pindar,  Sophocles  and  Sappho  enjoy¬ 
ed  the  fame  Advantage ,  and  all  of  them 
joined  and  excelled  in  their  refpeStive 

Ways , 
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Ways*  ■  Surely  if  Purity  of  Air  con¬ 
tributes  fo  much  to  the  Clearnefs  of  judg¬ 
ment,  let  the  London  Surgeon  tell  me 
'whether  he  or  the  Country  Man  Jlands 
the fair  eft  Chance  for  an  unclowded  Head, 
and  aTalent  for  judging  rightly  of  things ; 
is  it  poffible  for  an  Atmofphere  richly 
impregnated  with  the  Smoak  of  Coals , 
great  Exhalations  from  fordid  Kennels , 
and  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Dunghills 
to  be  compared  with  a  falubrious  Coun¬ 
try  Air ,  free  from  noxious  V ’ apours ,  fit 
for  maintaining  the  animal Syftem found, 
and  cgnfequently  preferring  the  Powers 
of  Reaf on  in  proper  Order  f  Befides  the 
London  Surgeon  has  fo  many  Avoca¬ 
tions  and  'Temptations  either  to  Vice  or 
Idlenefs ,  that  he  can  hardly  be  fuppofed 
to  think  with  that  Calmnefs ,  and  aSl  with 
that  Deliberation  which  the  Country 
Surgeon  is  remarkable  for ;  nay  the  va¬ 
rious  Amufements  of  the  Town ,  the  Play , 
the  Opera ,  I  am  afraid  too  often  get 
the  better  of  his  Judgment,  en grafts  his 


Vide  Hippocrates  de  Aere ,  Aquis  et  Locis. 
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! Thoughts  by  dwelling  continually  on  his 
Fancy ,  and  jo  enervate  and  unhinge  his 
Mindy  that  he  forgets  almojl  every  lau¬ 
dable  Purfuit  which  may  either  raife 
himjelf  to  Glory ,  or  prove  beneficial  to 
his  fellow  Creatures.  How  wide  then 
is  this  Life  different  from  the  peaceful 
State  of  the  latter,  who  has  no  Juch 
Amufements  to  draw  his  Thoughts  off 
from  the  State  cf  his  Patients  and  their 
various  Dif orders  f  As  for  my  own  Part 
I  care  not  whether  you  call  me  a  Country , 
Army ,  Ship  or  Foreign  Surgeon ,  pro¬ 
vided  you  don  t  rank  me  among  the  un- 
,  fkilful  and  unexperienced.. 

As  for  the  fecond ,  I  mean  the  DefeSl 
of  acquired  Parts ,  I  think  the  Country 
Surgeon  is  no  more  to  be  charged  with 
this  than  the  Pawn  Spark ;  for  both  alike 
may  be  [applied  with  choice  Books ,  and 
he  who  carefully  reads  the  few  well  cho- 
fen  will  generally  make  the  greatejl  Pro¬ 
ficiency  in  the  Art:  It  is  indeed  true 
that  in  ‘Town  magnificent  Libraries  for 
OJlentation  s  Sake  are  more  frequently 

to 
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to  be  met  with ,  and  often  confifi  of  Books 
wrote  in  Languages  of  which  their  Pro¬ 
prietors  are  entirely  ignorant.  But  no 
Man  can  acquire  Learning  by  fitting 
near  a  fine  Library  and  admiring  him- 
felf  nor  will  he  be  a  jot  wifer  or  more 
learned ,  fince  Learning  and  a  due  Pro¬ 
ficiency  in  our  Art  is  the  EffeSl  of  Dili¬ 
gence  and  Indufiry, 

Spe&atum  admiffi  rifum  teneatis  amici. 

Herat,  de  Art.  Poet. 

t  ...  •  „ 

As  for  the  thirds  namely ,  Want  of 
fujficient  Experience ;  it  will  be  far 
from  trangrejfing  the  Laws  of  Truthy 
or  impofing  on  Mankindy  when  I  offer t 
that ,  abftraBing  from  thofe  of  the  Hof- 
pitalsy  a  Country  Surgeon  has  a  far  bet¬ 
ter  Opportunity  of  operatingy  and  in  a 
greater  V ariety  of  Cafes ,  than  can  fall 
to  the  Lot  of  thofe  in  London,  and  con « 
fequently  the  fame  happy  Occafion  of  im¬ 
proving  himfelf  by  Experience  and  Ob- 
fervation’y  fo  that  if  the  former  falls 
fhort  of  the  lottery  it  mufl  be  entirely 

his 
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his  own  Fault ,  and  not  at  all  owing  to 
his  reading  in  the  Country.  Nay  l  am 
perfuaded  that  compound  Fra&ures  in 
general  are  more 
and  more  Limbs  p 
Surgeons ,  than  ever  were  faved  in 
London. 

Ever  fince  I  commenced  PraSlice  I 
have  lamented  the  gloomy  and  deplorable 
State  of  this  noble  Art ,  and  lately  with 
Pity  I  beheld  beardlefs  and  unexperienc¬ 
ed  Youths  with  much  Comelinefs  pearched 
on  the  Doors  of  public  Stalls  expelling 
Preferment,  when  Men  of  Skill  and  long 
Experience  have  bee7i  often  denied ;  but 
it  is  no  great  Wonder ,  fince  the  bejl  of 
things  have  been  profiituted  to  theworjl 
of  Purpofes ,  and  Surgery ,  the  noble fl  of 
all  other  Arts,  is  funk  and  overwhelm¬ 
ed  in  Chimera ,  Gant  and  Oflentation. 
It  is  true ,  when  firjl  I  bemoaned  the 
lucklefs  Fate  of  the  Science ,  and  at  the 
fame  Lime  defpaired  of  feeing  her  regain 
her  primitive  Splendor ,  I  rejolved  to  in- 
vefigate  her  State  in  a  Foreign  Clime ; 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  I  embarked  for  the  Weft- 
Indies,  where  l  found  the  Principles  oj 
a  rational  Surgery  more  carefully  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  where  Surgeons ,  injlead  of 
bewildering  themfelves  with  vain  Specu¬ 
lations ,  were  employed  almojl  Night  and 
Day  in  dr  effing,  and  attending  thofe 
committed  to  their  Charge. 

Tho  the  Intemperature  of  the  Cli¬ 
mate ,  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Place ,  and 
almoft  a  thoufand  other  Circumjlances 
at  firfl  bore  a  forbidding  AfpeEl ,  and 
even  ftruck  me  with  a  Kind  of  Horror ; 
yet  what  will  not  a  Man  intent  after 
Knowledge  fuffer  in  order  to  improve 
himfelff  I  confidered  this  as  the  grand 
Scene  of  A&ion ,  Experience  and  Obser¬ 
vation,  and  therefore  refolved  to  make 
the  befi  Advantage  of  my  Stay.  She 
intenfe  Heat ,  the  Method  of  Living , 
the  Intemperance  in  Drinking ,  and  the 
many  Accidents  which  daily  happened » 
procured  me  fufficient  Employment ;  and 
as  it  pleafed  God  to  blefs  me  with  great 
Succefs  even  in  the  mofl  defperate  and 

unheard 
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unheard  of  Cafes ,  I  foon  had  more  Bu¬ 
ff  nefs  than  I  could  well  attend,  and  con¬ 
sequently  a  large  and  fpacious  Field  to 
glean  Skill  and  Experience  in\ ;  Befdes 
as  fome  of  my  Patients  were  of  Juch  a 
Clafs ,  as  that  I  was  obliged  to  try  Ex¬ 
periments  for  their  fpeedy  Recovery ,  be- 
caufe  they  often  laboured  under  Difeafes 
peculiar  to  their  own  Climate ,  and  were 
frequently  JubjeSl  to  the  mojl  terrtble 
Accidents.  By  this  Means  I  found  out 
fome  hitherto  unknown  Methods  of  Prac¬ 
tice which  never  once  mifgave  with  me, 
and  on  the  Safety  and  Efficacy  of  which 

I  can  always  depend - Tho  I  might  on 

this  Occafon  apply  to  myfelf  what  Virgil 
fays  of  iEneas, 

— Multum  Ego  et  terris  ja&atus  &  alto 
Vi  Super um — - — - 

JEneid.  Lib.  I. 

< 

Yet  this  Country  was  to  me  a  real  Ely- 
zimn ,  a  Field  in  which  I  reaped  richer 
Fruit  than  any  that  ever  was  gathered 
in  the  celebrated  Gardens  of  the  Hefpe- 

rides. 
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rides.  However  after  fpending  a  Series 
of  Tears  in  it ,  I  began  to  refeEl  on  my 
Family  in  England,  and  Jaw  both  the 
Duty  and  Neceffty  of  my  returning ; 
accordingly  I  took  my  Leave ,  by  giving 
fome  public  Le&ures  in  Anatomy  and 
Surgery ,  with  my  Obfervations  on  the 
endemial  Difeafes  of  the  Place  before 
the  Phyjicians ,  Surgeons  and  others  of 
the  If  and ;  I  embarked  for  my  native 
Country ,  and  feafied  my  Mind  with  the 
fond  Hopes  that  Surgery  by  this  Time 
had  again  appeared  in  her  native  Glory. 
But  alas!  how  miferably  were  my  Ex¬ 
pectations  baulked ,  Jhe  rather  was  become 
more  odious  and  deformed  than  before 
my  Departure ;  for  Jhe  had,  amongfl 
other  Abfurdities ,  retaken  from  the 
French ,  a  Practice  which  they  had ftole?s 
from  us ,  and  which  we  had  long  ago 
condemned  as  dangerous  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  ;  I  mean  the  Bougie.  This 
Sterility  of  Genius  in  my  own  Country¬ 
men,  and  their  bigotted  Attachment  to 
foreign  Modes  of  treating  Dijorders , 

induced 


l 


[  XXX  ] 

induced  me  to  the  Publication  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Obfervations ,  the  Methods  of 
PraBice  recommended  in  which  are  all 
fafe,  and  a  great  many  of  them  entirely 
new,  fuch  as  the  Poplitean  IJfue  for  the 
Palliation  of  the  Gout ,  &  c.  What  furJ 

ther  prevailed  upon  me  to  publijh  them , 
was  the  Confederation,  that  the  Stock  of 
praElical  Obfervations  wrote  by  Rnglifh- 
men  is  fo  femall  as  hardly  to  deferve 
naming ;  whereas  our  neighbouring  Na¬ 
tions  have  treafeured  up  abundant  Stores 
of  this  Kind,  and  by  that  Means  im¬ 
proved  their  Surgeons,  and  advanced 
the  Art  confederacy :  For  it  is  morally 
certain ,  that  Objervations  carefully 

made,  and  faithfully  recorded,  are  infi¬ 
nitely  better  calculated  in  the  very  Na- 
j  ture  of  Things,  to  form  the  Judgment, 
and  direB  the  Under funding,  than  ten 
thoufand  fpeculative  Volumes,  wrote  by 
the  mofe  acute  and  piercing  Geniujes. 
But  to  conclude. 

As  it  may  poffibly  be  expeBed  I  fhould 
Jilence  the  fenarling  of  jurly  Critics  and 

captious 
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captious  Wranglers ,  as  alfo  footh  the 
incredulous  who  will  not  believe  what  they, 
do  not  fee ,  and  as  I  have  been  this  lafi 
Tdime  almof  feven  Years  abroad,  and 
confequently  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  a 
great  Meafure  forgot,  I  have  for  their 
SatisfaSlion  fubjoined  the  two  following 
Certificates  of  my  Skill  and  Succefs,  both 
at  Home  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
I  am  certain  the  candid  and  judicious 
will  not  think  a  piece  of  Ofientation. 

Borough  of  Reading  in  the  County  of  Berks. 

W e  whole  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed  do  certify, 
that  Mr.  Dale  Ingram  pradtifecl  Surgery  in  Read¬ 
ing  in  the  County  of  Berks  upwards  of  nine  Years 
with  great  Skill,  Humanity  and  Succefs.  Dated 
at  Reading  aforefaid  the  6th  Day  of  June,  1750. 


Aldermen3 

John.  Merrick  M.  D. 
John  Thorp  Surgeon. 
R  icha rd  Billiard 
William  Everett 

John  Blocker 
Abraham  Watlington 


Thoma$  Fiery  Mayor. 

John  Drudge 
John  Spicer 
Harry  Aujlin  Dean 

William  Rlandy 
Francis  Whitchurch 
BurgefTes. 


[  xxxii  ] 

The  Other  relating  to  my  Succefs 
Aroad,  and  granted  by  the  mo  jl  opulent 
and  eminent  of  the  Gentlemen  of  Barba¬ 
dos,  runs  thus , 


We  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  do  certify 
that  Mr.  Bale  Ingram  pra&ifed  as  a  Surgeon  in  the 
Ifland  of  Barbados  between  fix  and  feven  Years* 
that  his  general  Charadter  was  that  of  an  able  and 
experienced  Surgeon,  that  his  Departure  was 
looked  upon  as  a  publick  Lofs,  and  that  he  gave 
Lectures  in  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  as  well  as 
rifqued  his  Life  in  differing  morbid  Bodies. 


Hon .  John  Gibbons 
William  Kennedy  Efqy 
George  John  Petre 
David  Crichton 
Daniel  Moore  Efqi 
Francis  Ford  Efq  j 


Richard  Smith  Efq% 
Nicholas  Wilcox  Efqy 
John  Wills  Merchant 
Robert  Wadefon 
William  Walcot 
Nathaniel  Barry . 
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SURGERY; 

With  Remarks  highly  proper,  not  only  for 
the  Improvement  of  all  young  Students,  but 
alfo  for  the  Direction  of  fuch  as  are  farther 
advanced. 


Cafe  of  Lewis  Bangier,  Peruke-Maker y 
born  in  the  Province  of  Poitou  in 
France,  aged  fifty-three  years. 


APRIL  the  18th,  1745.  he  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  he  had  lived  in 
Barbados  about  twenty  years,  and 
that  about  fix  years  fince,  he  felt  a  pain 
in  his  left  Tefticle,  accompanied  with  a  hard- 
nefs  ;  the  Scrotum  daily  encreafed,  to  the  fize 
here  reprefented.  Some  time  after,  he  fell 
into  an  Afcites ,  for  which  he  was  tapt  three 

B  times ; 

\  * 
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times ;  his  left  Leg  alfo  growing  cedema- 
tous  it  was  fcarified,  and  at  each  Opera¬ 
tion  a  large  quantity  of  water  was  dis¬ 
charged. 

On  examining  the  Cafe  fome  few  days  be¬ 
fore  he  died,  neither  of  the  Pejlicles  could  be 
difeovered,  The  weight  of  the  Tumour  he 
moft  complained  of;  its  Surface  meafured 
fifteen  Inches,  and  it  was  near  three  Feet 
in  Circumference.  There  was  not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  a  Penis ,  of  which  having 
no  command,  his  Urine  was  promifcuoufly 
fprinkled  on  his  Thighs  every  time  he  had 

t 

occafion  to  difeharge  it.  The  fpermatic 
Veffels  were  diftended,  and  the  body  of 
the  Tumour  had  various  Afpefls  ;  one  part 
very  hard  and  thick,  another  foft  and  ce- 
dematous,  whilft  the  outward  Integuments 
were  very  rough,  being  covered  with  Warts 
or  Excrefcencies  of  the  iize  of  fmall  pin¬ 
heads. 

FI  G.  I.  : 

a ,  Reprefents  the  Gians  FWx  when  the 

.  ^ 

Tumour  was  preft  to  find  it. 


\ 


d  That 


[  3  ] 

by  That  part  of  the  Tumour  that  was 
ftudded  with  finall  hard  round  Bodies  of 
the  fize  of  fmall  Grapes,  which  probably 
were  originally  aqueous  Tumours,  but  now 
feemed  fcirrhous. 

r,  The  Raph£  over-ftretcht,  contorted 
and  knotted. 

d>  The  Praputium  over  diftended  like  to 
a  Cryftalline. 

ey  The  left  fide  of  the  Tumour,  which 
by  preffing  appeared  like  dough. 

Jffy  The  left  Thigh,  Leg  and  Foot  ce~ 
dematous  and  enlarged, 

F  I  G.  IL 

g  gy  The  Nates  quite  flat,  and  their  MufcleS 
wafted,  fo  that  fcarce  any  thing  was  left  but 
the  common  Integuments  to  cover  the  Bones. 

h  hy  Part  of  the  Tumour  forced  back- 

* 

ward,  as  it  appeared  when  he  flood  ereft. 

iy  The  Anus. 

This  Tumour  had  not  the  leaft  tranf- 
parency,  which  is  fomething  remarkable, 
and  more  fo  as  he  had  been  tapt  for  a 
Dropfy  three  times ;  for  an  Afcites,  I  con- 

B  2  celve, 
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ceive,  is  too  frequently  the  primary  Caufe 
of  Hydroceles  and  anafarcous  Tumours,  ei¬ 
ther  by  Infiltration  or  Effujion  3  indeed  fome- 
times  the  great  weight  of  enlarged  ‘Tejlicles , 
by  preffing  and  over  diftending  the  Blood- 
Veffels  of  the  Scrotum,  and  as  it  were,  with 
a  Ligature  flopping  the  returning  Blood,  a 
cutaneous  Hydrocele  may  be  brought  on* 
and  it  is  from  fuch  like  Stridlures  we  ac¬ 
count  for  the  cold  cedematous  Swellings 
in  the  Legs  of  pregnant  Women. 

This  great  diftention  of  the  a Scrotum,  at 
firft  made  me  fufpeft  that  the  Cafe  was 
attended  with  an  Entero-Epiplocele  3  but  find¬ 
ing  the  abdominal  Ring  free,  his  Belly  full, 
without  pain, and  always  regular  in  his  Stools, 

I  was  relieved  from  fuch  like  Imaginations. 

The  Enlargement  of  the  Spermatic  Cords 
might  proceed  from  water  dripping  into 
its  cellular  Coats,  fince  water  is  often  found  j 
in  the  cellular  pofterior  covering  of  the  Peri¬ 
toneum,  and  more  efpecially  if  the  Circula¬ 
tion  is  impeded  in  its  return.  That  the 
cellular  Membranes  of  the  Spermatic 
Cords  will  form  Hydatides  in  the  fame 


man- 
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manner  as  the  Cawl  and  Membrana  adi - 
pofa ,  I  have  good  reafon  to  be  convinced  of, 
fince  two  Cafes  of  this  kind  have  fallen  under 
my  Infpeftion,  in  both  which  I  performed  the 
Operation  and  fucceeded.  I  take  it  for  grant¬ 
ed  that  this  Diforder  arofe  from  a  Sarco- 
cele  or  fcirrhous  Teftes,  fince  difeafed  Tef- 
ticles  have  their  increafe,  and  are  fubjeft 
to  induce  feveral  fpecies  of  Hydroceles  or 
encyfted  Dropfies,  thefe  being  fympto- 
raatic,  and  the  confequence  of  the  former 
Difeafe.--  The  following  Cafe  with  Remarks, 
will,  I  hope,  fupport  my  opinion,  and  illuf* 
trate  the  nature  of  Hydroceles  more  explicitly. 


CASE  II. 

JVm.  C — day,  Efq;  of  the  Ill  and  of  Bar¬ 
bados,  had  for  feveral  years  laboured  under 
a  large  Tumour  of  the  Scrotum ,  and  in 
April  1748,  being  at  one  of  our  Leeward 
Towns  called  Speights  or  Old  Brijlol ,  about 
Bufinefs ;  he  in  getting  into  a  Wherry  to 
come  up  to  Bridge-Town,  accidentally  fell 

B  3  upon 
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upon  the  fide  of  the  boat  and  bruifed  the 
diftempered  parts,  which  caufed  great  pain  ; 
immediately  the  Tumour  encreafed,  and  the 
next  morning  I  was  fent  for  by  his  Phyfician. 

On  examining  the  Cafe,  I  found  the  Swell¬ 
ing  as  large  as  a  Child’s  Head,  very  foft, 
difcoloured  in  feveral  places,  and  tending 
to  a  Gangrene;  the  cutaneous  VefTels  feem- 
ed  varicofe. 

After  fomenting  the  parts  with  a  ftrong 
difcutient  Stupe,  I  made  a  longitudinal  open¬ 
ing  with  a  Lancet,  which  let  out  near  half 
a  pint  of  water,  tinged  with  Blood ;  the 
over-flrecht  Veins  bled  for  fome  little  time 
like  great  Ramifications:  Having  fcarified  the 
difcoloured  parts,  they  were  dreft  up  with 
Pledgets  armed  with  Liniment .  Area'll  ex- 
preffed  from  0/.  Lereb.  and  covered  over  with 
the  Oatmeal  and  Strong-beer  Poultis. 

This  Diforder  in  a  few  hours  encreafing 
to  fuch  an  enormous  fize,  I  concluded  it  muft 
arife  from  the  blow  againft  the  boat,  break¬ 
ing  the  Cyftus  Hernialis ,  by  which  means 
the  water  was  diffufed  around,  and  probably 
fome  from  the  Abdomen  might  drill  down. 

The 
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The  next  day,  on  taking  off  the  Dref- 
fings,  the  Tumour  appeared  as  large  as 
before,  and  threatned  a  Mortification ;  af- 

S  J 
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ter  fomenting  a  confiderable  time,  which 
feemed  to  give  fame  relief  to  the  excruciat¬ 
ing  pains  he  complained  of,  I  enlarged 

V-  1  '•  '  x 

my  former  Incifion  near  an  Inch,  which 
Jet  out  half  a  pint  of  bloody  Water*  and 
now  I  could  plainly  difcover  the  cyftic 
Bag  ;  he  was  dreft  up  as  before,  and  the 
parts  covered  with  the  Poultis. 

The  morning  following  he  complained 
of  much  pain,  was  very  reftlefs  all  night, 
his  Pulfe  ftrong  and  attended  with  a  Fever. 
Urine  high,  foetid  and  turbid,  partly  from 
the  Fever,  and  partly  from  the  *  Turpentine 
Dreffings.  —  On  removing  the  Pledgets  the 
Scarifications  appeared  of  a  blackifn  blue, 
and  the  incifion  fwoln,  with  Lips  feme- 
what  inflamed.  —  The  Tumour  was  not 
quite  fo  large.  Continuing  in  this  Method 
for  four  days  longer,  and  fcarifying  as 
often  as  there  was  occafion,  we  prevented 

*  Turpentine  externally  applied,  a 6ts  upon  the  urinary 
Paflages,  in  a  moil  wonderful  Manner. 

B  4  the 
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the  approaching  Gangrene,  and  could  plain¬ 
ly  perceive  the  emptied  Sack  or  Bag;  how¬ 
ever  the  Tumour  was  much  greater  than 
could  be  expedted  after  fuch  difcharges. 

On  ftridt  Inquiry,  as  I  had  now  more 

time  and  a  proper  opportunity,  I  found  a 

# 

Cyftus  on  the  left  fide,  and  having  opened 
it,  near  a  pint  of  water  was  difcharged, 
which  confiderably  abated  the  Swelling  and 
Pain.  The  fame  Dreffings  were  continued 
for  about  a  week  longer,  at  the  end  of 
which,  the  Diforder  was  very  little  leffened. 

•  «r 

On  the  left  fide  I  could  diftinguifh  the  Tef- 
ticle  very  plain,  and  it  felt  as  in  a  natural 
ftate  without  any  Adhefion,  or  Enlargement ; 
on  ftridtly  examining  the  right  fide,  I  found 
a  large  body,  which  feemed  as  big  as  an 
Egg  or  larger,  and  which  I  concluded  muft  be 
the  Tefticle  enveloped  in  Water;  on  which 
I  carefully  thruft  in  my  Lancet,  and  let  out 
near  a  gill  of  a  yellow  watery  Fluid,  lying 
between  the  T’unica  Vaginalis  and  the  Al¬ 
buginea. 

The  next  day  I  difcovered  the  Tefticle 
Very  diftindtly  ;  but  there  feemed  to  be  fome- 

>r  v 

thing 


C  9  3 

\  ... 

thing  more,  for  thefpermatic  Cords  were  en¬ 
larged  to  near  fix  times  their  natural  bulk.  And 
this  augmentation  of  fize  feemed  to  proceed 
from  water,  which  was  let  out  by  the  point 
of  a  Lancet.  We  went  on  very  well  for  about 
ten  days  longer, when  the  Tumour  was  greatly 
reduced,  the  Bag  recovered  its  corrugating 
faculty,  [the  Wounds  had  a  good  afpeft,  the 
Fever  vanifhed,  the  Patient  grew  chearful 
and  fat  up  every  day  for  fome  hours,  and 
the  fpermatic  Coats  grew  lefs. 

Upwards  of  three  weeks  being  fpent,  it 
was  time  to  expe£l  the  Wounds  inclinable  to 
heal ;  but  inftead  of  our  Dreffings  appear¬ 
ing  with  a  matter  white,  fmooth  and  of  an 
uniform  confidence,  we  had  only  a  glairy 
Fluid,  and  the  Scrotum  continued  much  big¬ 
ger  than  it  ought ;  the  lips  alfo  looked  pale, 
and  without  any  Granulations,  which  I  con¬ 
cluded  muft  proceed  from  the  thick  Cyftus 
remaining,  and  judg’d  that  a  Cure  could  not 
be  perfe&ed  without  they  were  removed  5  or 
if  the  Wounds  fhould  heal  in  time,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  would  be  fubjedt  to  the  fever al  fpecies 
of  Hydroceles  years  after. 


There-* 


Therefore  it  was  requifite  to  think  of  fome 
more  certain  method  ;  at  firft  I  had  thoughts 
of  laying  open  the  whole  Scrotum  on  both  fides, 
and  diffefting  the  thickned  cyflif  Bag  5  but 
this  I  found  could  not  be  performed  without 
giving  great  torment  to  the  Patient, hazarding 
the  lofs  of  the  defies,  and  fpermatic  VefTels, 
in  removing  the  hernial  Bag  with  them. — 
And  as  the  Tefticles  ought  to  be  preferred, 
they  being  not  decayed,  I  concluded  upon 
putting  in  a  Flamula  thro’  the  Scrotum ,  from 
the  bottom  upwards — -This  being  done,  I 
armed  it  every  day  with  the  Erug.  Eris 
levigated  to  an  impalpable  Powder,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  difcutient  Fomentation,  purging 
him  between  whiles. — In  this  method  I  went 
on  about  a  week  longer,  but  did  not  fuc- 
ceed,  having  only  a  nafly  dirty  watery  dif- 
charge,  and  therefore  concluded  to  put  in  a 
'  frefh  Flamula ,  and  arm  it  every  fecond  or 
third  day  with  Pracipitat.  rub .  lev .  delir- 
ing  the  Phyfician  to  keep  his  body  open, 
left  the  Mercury  fhould  bring  on  a  Ptya- 
lifm  3  the  fkain  of  thread  was  moved  every 
day,  and  in  one  or  two,  a  thick  Difcharge 


was 
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was  brought  about  $  but  in  about  five  days 
a  flight  Inflammation  enfued,  and  the  Mer¬ 
cury,  thro’  omiflion  of  his  purges,  laid 
hold  of  the  falivary  Glands,  which  gave  us 
much  trouble  :  The  Inflammation  abated  by 
emollient  Fomentations,  and  lenient  Ca¬ 
thartics,  tho’  the  Cure  was  retarded  be- 
caufe  the*  fpitting  kept  back  the  frequent 
application  of  the  Precipitate.  However  the 
parts  daily  grew  lefs,  and  in  nine  weeks  a 
perfeft  Cure  was  finiflied  ;  fince  which  he  is 
very  well,  and  at  this  time  in  England.  —  I 
(hall  conclude  this  Cafe  with  fome  general 
Remarks  on  Hydroceles.  And  firft,  that  en- 
cyfted  Hydroceles,  either  in  the  Hernial  Sac , 
Tunica  Spermatic  a,  or  in  the  cellular  in¬ 
ternal  Coat  of  the  Scrotum ,  are  very  frequent, 
notwithftanding  Mr.  Sharp  has  declared  them 
imaginary.  —  Among  the  feveral  Arguments 
he  advances  againft  fuch  Cafes,  the  firft:  is, 
“  that  the  Peritonaeum  (I  fuppofe  in  a 
“  found  ftate)  will  prevent  the  water  in 
“  the  Abdomen  from  falling  into  the  Scro- 
c<  turn?  now  fuppofe  at  prefent  I  grant 
this,  then  it  follows,  that  in  a  Hernia  Intef* 
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tinalis  he  muft  allow,  that  water  may  drip 
into  the  Scrotum,  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe  form  a 
Hydrocele  3  for  the  bar  is  removed  if  you 
take  his  own  words,  (viz.)  cc  The  Peritoneum 
“  in  a  Hernia  Intejiinalis  falls  down  at  the 
“  fame  time  with  the  Bowel,  which  the  An- 
cc  cients  did  not  know,  and  the  Moderns  have 
“  omitted.”  — -  I  am  fure  mod  of  us  have 
known  it  many  years,  or  fmall  mull  be 
our  anatomical  Skill;  and  I  am  forry  he 
fhould  omit  this  Obfervation,  that  Water 
almoft  always  attends  fuch  kind  of  Rup¬ 
tures. 

To  fupport  this  Argument,  that  water 
cannot  drip  from  the  Abdomen,  he  takes 
upon  him  to  inform  us,  that  People  with 
an  Afcites  have  feldom  a  Hydrocele,  and 
thofe  with  a  Hydrocele,  have  feldom  a  Drop- 
fy  of  the  Belly;  furely  no  compound  Cafe 
is  more  frequent  to  be  met  with,  than  a 
dropfical  Perfon  afflifted  with  a  Hydrocele  al- 
fo. — I  remember  an  extraordinary  Inftance  of 

■j  )  ' 

this  nature  in  Barbados,  well  known  to  al¬ 
moft:  every  Gentleman  of  that  Ifland  ;  it 
was  the  Son  of  a  very  poor  Widow  Woman, 

z  and 
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and  I  cured  him  on  my  firft  fettling  there. 
The  Boy  was  maintained  by  Subfcription  of 
the  Gentlemen,  at  a  general  Meeting,  and 
examined  publickly  by  the  Phyficians  when 
he  was  well,  for  which  I  had  their  Thanks. 

Again,  if  the  Water  could  not  poffibly 
drill  down  from  the  Belly,  how  comes  it 
about,  that  dropiical  People  have  fwelled 
Legs,  nay  anafarcous  Appearances  in  both 
Legs  and  Thighs  ? 

The  manner  this  Gentleman  accounts  for 
the  fecond  fpecies  of  Hydroceles,  feems  to  be 
a  profound  Method  of  reafoning,  viz.  ££  the 
C£  Tunica  Vaginalis  is  like  a  purfe  totally  fhut 
“  up  on  the  outfide  of  the  Abdomen ,  fo  that 
“  no  water  from  any  part  can  infmuate  into 
£C  it,  and  therefore  the  Dropfy  of  the  Tunica 
u  Vaginalis  is  owing  to  a  preternatural  dif- 
“  charge  of  that  water,  ordained  for  the  moif- 
<£  tening  or  lubricating  the  Tefticle,  which 
££  collefting  too  fall,  forms  in  time  a  Swell- 
££  ing  of  great  Magnitude.”  If  this  preter¬ 
natural  Difcharge  was  the  only  Caufe  of 
this  Dropfy,  I  fhould  think  the  Pericardium 
would  be  fubjeft  to  the  fame,  efpecially 

when 
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when  your  Patient  is  affii&ed  with  a  i?y- 
drops  P  efforts ;  but  I  never  yet  heard  of  a 
Dropfy  in  the  Heart. 

Whoever  does  but  refledt,  that  the 
nica  Vaginalis  with  its  inclofed  Veflels,  bor¬ 
row  certain  cellular  Membranes  from  the 
outfide  of  the  Peritoneum ,  which  defeend 
to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Tefticles,  will  be 
convinced  that  all  the  Membranes,  whether 
from  the  'Punka  adipoJay  or  otherwife,  are  fub- 
jeft  to  Expanlion,  Diftention  and  Lacera¬ 
tion,  from  which  Hydatides  or  Cyftufes  of 
Water  may  be  formed;  and  in  Diftentions 
of  fuch  Membranes,  Water  will  diffufe  it- 
felf.  May  it  not  therefore  be  granted  that 
Hydroceles  are  in  general  produced  by  Effu- 
fion,  tho’  feirrhous  Tefticles  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  this  Diforder  by  Diftention  prima¬ 
rily  ?  We  have  a  Cafe  related,  wherein  a 
pint  of  Water  has  been  at  once  let  out  of 
the  fpermatic  Cord,  which  I  think  is  a 

fufficient  Argument  for  Effufion.  - It 

Is  related  by  Dr.  Monroey  in  the  5th  Vol.  of 
the  Medical  Ejjays,  p.  9,  Cafe  2  54. 


I  fhall 
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I  fhall  now  explain  what  I  mean  by  the  fe- 
veral  Species  of  Hydroceles, fince  this  Author, 
in  his  Treatife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery, 
allows  but  two ;  which  muft  arife  from  an 
Overfight  only ;  fince  it  cannot  be  fufpefted, 
that  the  error  is  owing  to  any  want  of  Sa¬ 
gacity,  in  fo  experienced  a  Surgeon,  doubt- 
lefs  ever  cautious  of  Omifiions  of  fo  great 
Importance,  fo  neceflary  to  be  underftood, 
as  well  as  the  Danger  of  leading  young 
Students  into  Miftakes  :  I  fhall  therefore 
take  the  freedom  to  obferve  to  you  fix 
Species  of  Hydroceles,  and  explain  them  in 
the  following  Order,  viz . 

The  firft,  is  feated  in  the  cellular  Mem¬ 
brane  of  the  Scrotum,  which  Anatomifts 
call  Membrana  Cellularis  Scroti ,  and  this  may 
be  called  Hydrops  Scroti ,  or  Amfarca  Scro¬ 
ta  lis. 

Second,  when  the  Water  is  contained  in 
the  Tunica  V aginalis ,  being  the  other  Spe¬ 
cies  of  the  fame  Author,  formerly  diftin- 
guifhed  by  Hydrops  Teftis. 

Third,  is  formed  in  the  cellular  Subftance 
of  the  fperitiatic  Cord,  eafily  to  be  dis¬ 
covered 
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covered  when  the  Body  is  erect,  at  which 
Time  you  will  feel  the  Tefticle  diftin£l, 
and  by  preffing  the  enlarged  Cord,  you  will 
not  only  difcover  the  Water  to  fluctuate, 
but  alfo  you  may  force  the  Fluid  upwards, 
this  I  fhall  term,  Hydrops  Cellularis  Spermatica. 

Fourth,  is  when  the  cellular  Membrane 
of  the  Bag  forms  itfelf  into  feveral  Hyda- 
tides,  which  it  is  as  fubjefr  to  as  the  Omen¬ 
tum  or  Membrana  univerfalis  in  other  parts. 

Fifth,  is  found  in  a  true  Hernia ,  if  of  a 
long  .  Duration  ;  a  Cafe  of  this  Nature  I 
met  with  at  He?ily  upon  Thames  >  where  the 
Water  fo  abundantly  flu£luated,  upon 
ftriking  the  part  with  the  palm  of  my  hand, 
that  there  was  no  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  fall¬ 
ing  down  of  the  Bowels  or  Cawl  $  on  the  In- 
cifion  near  a  quart  of  Water  iflued  forth, 
and  carrying  it  on  further,  the  Omentum 
and  Bowel  came  out.  —  The  Patient,  Mr. 
Wilkinfon ,  recovered,  and  lived  feveral  years 
after  the  Operation. 

Sixth,  is  feated  in  the  Sac  of  the  Perito- 

»  „ 

tuzum,  after  the  Operation  for  the  true 
Hernia ;  and  indeed  in  all  Hernias,  tho’ 

cured 
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cured  by  Trades,  the  Sac  cuius  He  mi  alls 
remaining,  is  fubjefl  to  form  an  encyfted 
Hydrocele;  and  more  efpecially  if  the  Per- 
fon  afterwards  falls  into  a  cold  relaxed  State, 
or  a  Dropfy  of  the  Belly ;  becaufe  the  in¬ 
ternal  Sides  of  the  Cyftus  feldom  or  never 
clofe  or  unite  exactly,  unlefs  by  a  violent 
Inflammation. — Mr.  Le  Hr  an ,  in  hisfeventy- 
fifth  Obfervation,  has  given  a  Gafe  of  this 
nature.  He  tells  us,  that  a  Perfon  had  an  in- 
compleat  Hernia 3  v/hich  being  negledted, 
became  compleat.  —  Mr.  Arnaud  reduced  it, 
and  by  a  fuitable  Bandage  it  was  cured.™ 

i 

Some  time  afterwards  a  Tumour  in  the 

M 

Part  was  formed  as  big  as  a  fmall  Melon  ; 
Mr.  Arnaud \  on  examining  the  Cafe,  found 
it  to  be  water,  which  he  tapt,  and  drew 
off  near  three  half -pints;  afterwards-,  the 
Patient  was  admitted  into  La  Charite ;  the 
Tumour  being  increafed,  Mr.  Le  ;  Dr  an 
let  out  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  Water 
of  the  Colour  of  Urine;  in  four  days  the 
Tumour  filled  again,  which  put  Mr.  Le 
Hr  an  on  the  radical  Method  of  Cure,  by 
dividing  the  Scrotum  longitudinally,  when 

C  he 
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he  found  three  diftinft  Hydroceles.  Om 
was  in  the  Cyjlus  Hernialis ,  another  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  Mufculus  Crem after,  in  the 
Cellula  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis ,  and  the 
third  was  upon  the  Tunica  Albuginea ;  for  the 
particulars  I  refer  you  to  his  Obfervations 

tranflated  by  Mr.  J - S — m ,  Surgeon,  — 

Mr.  Le  Dr  an  concludes  this  Cafe  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  viz.  “  I  examined  the  Tumour 
“  after  the  Operation,  and  ft  ill  prefer ve  it 
“  prepared,  where  the  three  Hydroceles  are 
u  to  be  feen  diftincHy.” 

I  fhall  now  offer  my  opinion  of  the  Treat¬ 
ment  proper  in  Cafes  of  encyfted  Hydroceles. 

As  it  would  be  aimed;  endlels  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  variety  of  internal  and  external 
Applications,  both  as  palliative  and  radical, 
which  have  been  invented  for  Cure,  and  the 
fmall  Succefs  thefe  Methods  have  met  with 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Cafes ;  I 
fhall  propofe  a  fafe  piece  of  Praftice  in  very  ' 
large  complicated  and  encyfted  Hydroceles, 
as  radical,  which  is  either  to  make  a  longitu¬ 
dinal  Incifion  on  the  external  fide  of  the 
Tumour  the  whole  length,  beginning  up¬ 
wards. 
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wards,  becaufe  by  this  means  there  is  lefs  dan* 
ger  of  injuring  the  Tefticle  ;  or  to  apply  a 
Cauftic  near  the  bignefs  of  the  Cyft,  which 
being  laid  open  entirely,  you  have  your  work 
in  fight.  This  being  done,  and  the  Water 
evacuated,  the  nature  and  thickttefs  of  the 
Bag  will  be  difcovered,  and  the  Bag  itfelf  may 
be  removed  either  by  the  Knife,  or  Dreffings 
with  Precipitate ,  taking  care  to  procure 
an  opening  Stool  daily  with  fome  lenient 
Cathartic.  Another  Method  is  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  fkain  of  Thread  as  a  Flamula  thro5 
the  Coats  of  the  Scrotum ,  which  miift  be 
armed  with  Precipitate  rubr .  lav,  and  drawn 
backward  and  forward  every  day  5  this  laft 
Method  will  anfwer  the  intention  by  de- 
ftroying  the  Cyftus ,  thereby  bringing 
on  a  flight  Inflammation,  and  the  loofe  or 
feparate  Membranes  will  contract  a  preter¬ 
natural  Adhefion,  and  prevent  a  Rejapfe. 

As  I  am  treating  of  watery  Tumours,  I  fhall 
make  a  Propofal  to  cure  the  Afcites,  without 
the  Operation  of  the  Paracentefis,  that  is, 
when  the  water  muflr  be  evacuated  by  an  ex¬ 
ternal  Operation.  The  Method  I  defign  is,  to 

K  intro- 
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introduce  a  fkain  of  Thread  tranfverfly 
thro’  the  Scrotum,  I  mean  thro’  its  Venter , 
and  more  efpecially  if  a  Hydrocele  attends 
the  Dropfy.  —  Why  fhould  not  this  Me¬ 
thod  anfwer  the  intent,  as  well  as  Blifter- 
ing  or  Scarifications  thro’  the  Skin  in  the 
fmall  of  the  Legs  for  the  Anafarca  Scrota - 
Us,  which  has  often  proved  curative  ?  The 
dependency  is  the  fame  in  proportion  to  their 
diftance,  and  the  parts  above  are  cellular.  — 
Probably  an  Objection  may  be  made  on 
firfl:  fight,  by  faying  it  is  dangerous  pierc¬ 
ing  the  Septum  Scroti-,  but  who  ever  will 
take  the  pains  either  to  inflate  or  injeft  the 
Scrotum,  will  find  there  is  no  fuch  Partition. 

II.  Of  a?i  Empyema . 

IN  the  Month  of  January,  1746.  a  Ne¬ 
gro  Child  about  nine  years  of  age  was 
brought  from  Efyueba  a  Colony  in  South 
America,  adjoining  to  Oroonoko,  to  be  put 
tunder  my  Care,  by  the  Direction  of  Capt* 
Burkham . — On  enquiry,  I  found  the  Child 
had  been  attacked  with  a  fevere  Fever  fome 
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months  before,  and  from  that  time  had 
laboured  under  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  now  was  wafted  aim  oft  to  a  ftiadow, 
by  a  fymptomatic  night  Fever,  and  Pain  in 
the  fide  ;  the  whole  Cheft  was  elevated  and 
feemed  diftorted,  a  violent  Cough  with  an 
Expedtoration  of  Matter  fubfifted,  with  a 
Tumour  on  the  Side.-—  I  bled  the  Child, 
and  ordered  a  fuppurative  Poultis  to  be 
applied  on  the  Swelling  to  accelerate  its 
Maturation  ;  in  two  days  X  perceived  a  fluc¬ 
tuation  of  Pus ;  X  opened  the  Swelling 
with  a  large  Lancet,  and  difcharged  near 
two  cupfulls  of  ill  fcented  Corruption.  The 
I^erforation  was  between  the  fixth  and  fe- 
venth  Rib,  much  about  that  part  where  the 
Bones  form  the  Arch ;  I  introduced  a  Tent 
of  Lint  into  theW ound,  and  applied  a  Pfaifter 
and  Bandage  to  fecure  it ;  next  day  on 
removing  the  Dreffings  above  two  fpoon- 
fills  of  Matter  flowed  immediately,  and 

V 

one  of  the  Ribs  appeared  enlarged  with  a 
Caries  :  The  Wound  was  kept  open  with 
a  fmall  leaden  Canula ,  till  fuch  time  as  the 

,  1 

.  difcharge  was  inconfiderable,  which  was  in 

C  3  about 
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about  two  months,  after  lenient  Purges 
and  balfamic  Peftorals  had  been  adminib 
tred  5  about  this  time  the  Rib  exfoliated 
above  half  its  length,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  retained  its  natural  fhape.  The 
Canula  was  withdrawn,  and  only  fuper- 
ficial  Dreffings  were  applied,  and  the  Wound 
healed  in  a  few  days  after ;  the  Fever, 
Cough,  fpitting  up  of  Matter  and  difficul¬ 
ty  of  Breathing,  gradually  decreafed  from 
the  Operation,  and  foon  after  entirely 
difappeared, 

OBSERVATIONS. 

I  find  Mr.  Sharp  in  his  Operations  of 
Surgery,  Chap.  XXIV.  fpeaks  of  this  Ope¬ 
ration,  as  if  it  fhould  be  difcarded  as 
unnecefTary?  when  Blood  or  Matter  is  fluc¬ 
tuating  in  the  Thorax,  and  confines  the 
neceffity  of  it  only  in  Cafes  of  water. 

The  reafons  he  gives  againft  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  where  Blood  is  the  extravafated  Fluid, 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  four  fol~  % 
lowing  Heads,  viz . 

<c  i.  As  it  muft  proceed  from  fome  Wound 
^  of  the  Vefiels  of  the  Lungs  or  Thorax }  by 


O 
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<€  a  Perforation  or  the  like :  The  Operation 
“  (whilft  the  Haemorrhage  continues)  will 
<c  endanger  a  profufe  EfFufion  of  Blood, 
c<  whereas  otherwife,  the  Wound  might  be 
“  choaked  up  and  ftopt”  —  I  conceive  he 
means  by  the  grumous  Blood,- 

“2.  When  the  Hemorrhage  is  ftopt,  it 
<c  is  unneceflary  ;  becaufe  the  Blood  fpilt  may 
“  find  its  paflage  thro’  the  external  Wound, 
cc  if  kept  open,  or  be  abforbed  and  fpit  up 
C£  thro’  the  Trachea. 

<c  3.  If  it  fhould  be  thought  that  the  Blood 
“  is  coagulated  in  the  Thorax ,  and  cannot  be 
C£  taken  up  by  the  VefTels  of  the  Lungs,  in 
<c  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  Operation  will  not  anfwer 
<c  the  purpofe,  becaufe  frequently  the  Lungs' 
<e  adhere  to  the  Pleura ,  in  the  place  of  In- 
4<  cifion ;  the  narrownefs  of  the  Orifice,  depth 
“  and  height  above  the  Diaphragm  on  which 
“  the  congealed  Blood  is  fuppofed  to  lie,  will 
£C  abfolutely  pi*event  any  advantage. 

€C  4.  If  the  intercoftal  Artery  is  wounded 

s  / 

c{  it  may  be  ftopt  by  external  means,  and  the 
<c  Thorax  may  be  emptied  in  a  rupture  of  any 
cc  Veflel  by  bleeding,  which  will  flop  the  Hse- 

C  4  <c  morrhage, 
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^  morrhage,  by  abating  the  force  of  the 
^  Circulation ,  unload  the  VefTels  of  their 

<c  Contents,  and  make  them  more  fit  to  re- 

\ 

“  ceive  the  Blood  extravafated  by  Abforpth 
*c  on.”  And  a  little  lower  in  the  fame  page 
he  fub joins,  “  I  am  the  more  particular 
“  in  laying  down  this  Dodtrine,  as  it  is 
cc  not  built  on  mere  Theory,  but  has  been 
cc  furprifingly  confirmed  by  Pradtice  in  a 
*c  variety  of  Cafes.” 

In  Anfwer  to  his  firft  Objedtion  :  Doubt- 
lefs  reiterated  Venefedtions  are  abfolute- 
ly  necefiary  in  fuch  Wounds  when  re¬ 
cent,  to  flop  the  Flux  of  Blood  j  but  fup- 
pofe  this  Method  fhould  not  fucceed,  and  the 
Patient  is  in  imminent  danger ;  may  we 
not  in  fuch  a  Cafe  wrap  up  the  Thorax 
.with  Napkins  made  wet  in  Oxy crate,  or 
even  in  Vinegar,  and  may  not  fomething 
of  the  fame  nature  be  given  inwardly  in- 
ftead  of  P chlorals?  probably  alfo  a  cool¬ 
ing  Clyfter  might  afiift  us  a  little  ;  but  if 

in  this  method  we  fhould  not  fucceed,  would 

* 

it  be  unjuftifiable  to  fearch  for  the  blood 
Yeflel,  that  it  may  be  either  taken  up, 

'  cm* 
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cauteriz'd,  or  a  button  of  Lint  moiften’d 
in  fome  Styptic  applied  to  its  Orifice  ? 

I  think  it  is  faid,  Page  118,  That 
Bleeding  flops  the  Haemorrhage  by  abat¬ 
ing  the  force  of  the  Circulation .  Might  we 
not  account  for  the  advantages  of  bleeding, 
in  Haemorrhages,  in  a  manner  fomewhat 
different  from  what  is  here  advanced  $  I  argue 
thus :  The  Momentum  being  drawn  off,  the  Ve¬ 
locity  of  the  Circulation  will  be  encreafed, 
{not  abated )  becaufe  the  diftention  of  their 
arterial  mufcular  Coats  will  be  relieved  ; 
confequently,  by  their  natural  contradtile 
Force,  they  will  pufh  the  Blood  forward 
with  greater  Energy  than  before ;  I  have 
frequently  imagined,  that  I  could  perceive 
the  Pulfe  of  the  Perfon,  fome  little  time 
after  bleeding,  to  beat  more  frequent  in 
the  fpace  of  a  minute ;  if  this  frequency  was 
only  conjectural,  my  miftake  probably  arofe 
from  the  ftrong  force  of  Imagination,  that 
the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  was  not 
wholly  performed  by  the  Heart,  but  affift- 
ted  by  the  Contrattion  of  the  mufcular 
Tubes,  the  former  being  infufficient  to  diftri- 

butQ 
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feute  the  crimfon  Liquor  into  every  park  — 
From  fuch  like  reafoning  (or  mifconjedhire) 

I  apprehended  Phlebotomy  neceffary  in 
wounded  blood  Veffels,  v.  g .  becaufe  the 
Spring  of  the  Blood  being  exerted,  a  lefs 
quantity  would  be  fubjedl  to  drill  out  of 
the  Wound \  into  the  ‘Thorax ,  in  the  fame 
fpace  of  time,  as  it  would  flow  paft  the 
Orifice  of  the  wounded  Vefiel  with  greater 
rapidity,  and  by  the  removal  of  the  too 
great  Diftention,  the  lips  of  the  wounded 
Tube  would  contratt,  and  poffibly  by  coming 
into  contaft  be  rejoined. 

As  to  the  fecond  objection  ;  I  believe  that 
in  fome  Cafes,  part  of  the  fpilt  Blood  may 
be  inftantly  abforbed  *,  fome  may  be  brought 
away  by  Expectoration  or  other  Evacuati¬ 
ons,  and  probably  the  greatefl:  part  may 
find  a  paffage  thro’  the  Wound,  and  more 
efpecially  if  it  is  kept  open  for  fome  time, 
and  dilated  with  fpunge  Tents, 

But  if  it  fhould  happen,  that  the  extravafa- 
ted  Blood  fhould  not  find  its  paffage,  after  fe~ 
veral  days  or  weeks  thro’  the  Wound  ;  what  ! 
muft  wc  tacitly  fubmit,  and  leave  it  to 

*  By  Bleeding.  Nature, 
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Nature,  when  the  Patient  is  labouring  un¬ 
der  its  Oppreffion,  with  Symptoms  of  a 
lingering  Death  ?  For  which  way  can  Ihc 

rid  herfelf  of  this  burthen,  fince  extravafat- 

*  «•' 

ed  Blood  coagulated  can  fcarce  be  convert¬ 
ed  into  matter,  nor  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate 
of  Fluidity  as  that  it  can  be  brought 
up  by  Expe&oration  ?  for  the  more  fluid 
parts  will  be  evaporated,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  continue  in  a  parenchymatous  ftate, 
tho’  not  organized ;  and  in  your  third 
Obje&ion,  you  fay,  “  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the 
“  Operation  will  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  be- 
“  caufethe  Lungs  adhere  to  the  Pleura ,  &c.” 

But,  fooner  than  my  Patient  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  under  this  calamity,  I  would  pro- 
pofe  enlarging  the  Wound,  nay  though 
there  was  an  Adhefion,  and  the  clotted 
Blood  confined  jin  a  Cyftus :  I  would  alfo 
divide  the  Pleura  the  length  of  the  Inci- 
fion,  for  the  ready  difcharge  of  it.  —  In 
fo  doing,  I  know  not  any  danger,  if  it  is 
performed  as  I  fhall  prefently  direct.  —  Re- 
folution,  joined  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
parts,  might  have  faved  the  Lives  of  thou- 

fands, 
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fands,  long  fince,  as  Experience  has  con¬ 
vinced  me.  As  to  that  Objection  drawn 

/ 

from  cc  the  depth  and  height  above 
<c  the  Diaphragm,  on  which  the  congeal- 
“  ed  Blood  is  fuppofed  to  lie.”  —  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  a  Sur¬ 
geon  of  found  Judgment  would  choofe  the 
very  part  to  be  perforated,  and  not  be  confined 
like  a  Mill  Horfe,  to  follow  the  paths  of 
Authors  (Election)  only ;  for  if  he  fhould, 
go  thus  round  about,  he  muft  never  ex- 
peft  to  fucceed  5  whereas  if  he  will  open 
the  very  part  grieved  (called  the  place  of 
Neceffity)  doubtlefs  he  will  be  happy  in 
giving  relief :  For  example,  fuppofe  the 
Fluid  was  contained  in  a  Cyftus,  and  was 
feated  very  high  in  the  Thhordx ;  the  Opera™ 
tion  here  muft  be  on  the  Cyftus,  and  not 
*  in  the  mofl  depending  part  of  the  Thorax,  as 
rnoft  Authors  have  directed. 

Again  you  fay,cc  when  Matter  is  lodged,  or 
“  lies  loofe  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Breaft,the  O- 
<c  peration  in  fuch  a  Cafe  is  Highly  improper  ; 
cc  becaufe  an  oppreft  Diaphragm  is  very  pre- 
<c  carious,  and  it  is  notorious,  that  confump* 
<  “  tive 


[  29  ] 

9 

u  tive  People  die  of  the  difcharge  they  fpit 
4€  up,  and  on  Direction,  not  any  Matter  has 
44  been  found  in  the  Thorax” 

A  -  ... 

I  have  long  conceived,  that  thefe  Abfcef- 
fes  (at  lead:  fome  kind  of  them)  arife 
from  an  Inflammation  of  the  external  Mem- 
brane  of  the  Lungs  or  of  the  Pleura ,  and 
as  the  Matter  encreafeth,  their  cellular 
Membranes  are  firft  expanded,  and  then 
over-ftretched,  till  a  Rupture  of  their  Tex¬ 
ture  enfues ;  and  this  is  the  Species  of  Em¬ 
pyema,  that  requires  our  notice  :  In  fuch  a 
ftate  I  alfo  believe,  that  the  Operation 
was  necelfary  to  difcharge,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  the  purulent  Matter,  left  fuch  Pus 
fhould  bring  on  a  Suppuration  of  the  Lungs, 
for  Pus  gener at  Corruptionem ;  and  when  this 
falls  out,  the  Corruption  will  be  brought  up 
thro’  the  Trachea .  Of  this  we  have  many  In- 
ft  a  nee  s ,,  in  which  the  Empyici  have  lain  years 
under  an  Evacuation  of  this  Matter  by  Ex- 

J 
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peftoration,  which  ends  in  Death  ;  and  very 
reafonable  it  is  to  think,  that  the  Life  will  fo 
terminate,  when  we  confider  that  fuch  fpit- 
ting  up,  can  only  difburihen  a  part  of  that 

gens- 
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generated,  and  that  the  Matter  will  con* 
tinue  oozing  from  all  the  other  ulcerated 
parts  daily.  The  Heftic  furvives,  till  there 
is  no  more  Matter,  Corruption  or  Lungs, 
to  be  brought  up. 

To  corroborate  this  Doftrme,  and  con- 
fequently  confirm  my  Pradlice,  Hippocrates 
in  Se£t.  v.  Aph.  15.  obferves,  that  u  Whoever 
“  become  empyetic  from  aPleurify,  if  cleanf- 
u  ed  in  forty  days  from  the  time  of  the  Rup- 
“  ture, recover;  otherwife  they  fall  into  a  Con- 
tc  fumption.”  Galen  alfo  afferts,  that  cc  unlefs 
cc  the  Pus  be  all  difcharged  by  Expe&ora- 
gi  tion  in  forty  days,  it  putrifies  and  corrodes 
“  the  Lungs,  and  induces  a  Confumption/* 
Befides  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  a  de¬ 
lay  of  the  Operation  muft  necefTarily  produce 
a  Danger  which  may  coft  the  Patient  his  Life. 
It  may  happen  by  the  fmalleft  chance,  (fuch 
as  afudden  or  violent  motion,  &c .)  that  the 
Membranes  burft,  and  the  Matter  finding 
its  paffage  haftily  thro’  the  Afpera  Arteria , 
endangers  a  Suffocation.  But  if  no  fuch 
Evacuation  fliould  happen,  then  the  affiifted 
muft  fmk  in  a  tabid  Rate* 


That 
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That  the  Operation  is  neceffary  for  fluc¬ 
tuating  Matter,  Nature  herfelf  informs  us. 
For  how  many  inftances  have  we  of  Ab- 
fcefles  in  the  Lungs,  breaking  by  force  of 
Nature  externally  ?  and  Mr.  Sharp  in  the 
fame  Chapter  confefles,  that  fuch  Cafes  are 

not  uncommon,  after  an  Inflammation  and 

■!  . 

Adhefion;  almcft  every  Author  has  Cafes 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  Inftances  of  Lives 
being  faved  thereby ;  even  from  the  Time 
of  Hippocrates ,  down  to  the  prefent;  every 
one  recommending  the  Operation  when¬ 
ever  any  Fluid  is  extravafated  in  the  Thorax. 

The  late  eminent  Dr.  Boerhaave ,  in  Aph- 
orifm  1191,  orders  the  Operation,  when 
Pus  is  lodged  in  the  cavity  of  the  Breaft, 
and  can  neither  be  brought  away  by  Ex- 
pe&oration,  nor  difcharged  by  the  urinary 
Paffages. 

Le  Dran  is  very  explicit,  as  to  Empyemas 

1  \ 

of  Blood,  Pusy  &c.  when  he  fays,  that 
“  the  only  Method  of  removing  them  is 
<c  by  the  chirurgical  Operation,  which  takes 

1 

“  its  name  from  the  Difeafe.” 


To 
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To  ftrengthen  the  Neceffity  and  prove 

- 

the  Advantage  of  the  Operation,  I  fhall 
recite  one  Cafe,  being  pertinent  to  my  iii- 
tent,  and  taken  from  the  elaborate  medi¬ 
cinal  Diftionary  lately  compiled  by  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Dofto t  Jamesy  viz.  cc  Robert  Kid - 
<c  welly  a  Gardiner  at  Lambeth  Marjh ,  near 
<c  the  New-BrldgCy  had  a  large  difcharge  of 
“  Matter  in  the  cavity  of  the  Cheft^ 

“  (The  Criterion  of  an  Inflammation 
<c  of  the  Pleura)  infomuch  that  it  Was 
<c  judged  impoflible  for  him  to  furvive  many 
“  hours  5  —  he  was  fo  weak  as  not  to  be 
<c  able  to  hold  up  his  hands. — Mr.  JVeJl brook 
u  made  a  Perforation  into  the  Thorax ,  and 
“  let  out  a  large  quantity  of  foetid  Mat-, 
cc  ter,  which  burft:  out  with  fuch  violence, 

“  that  it  flew  all  over  the  By-ftanders.  The 
<c  Wound  difcharged  afterwards*  a  pint  of 
<c  the  fame  every  day  for  eight  days,  and  in 
“  about  eight  weeks  the  Cure  was  perfect- 
<c  ed  according  to  Art:  In  a  little  time  after 
“  he  beat  two  men,  with  whom  he  had  a 
11  quarrel  5  This  in  my  opinion  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  proof  of  the  recovery  of  his  ftrength ; 

“  and 
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n  and  to  the  Honour  of  our  Profeffion,  the 
cc  Patient  was  faved  from  drowning  in  a 
cx  flood  of  Blinking  Corruption.” 

The  feveral  difficulties  ftarted  by  this 
*  Author,  with  which  we  are  to  encounter, 
in  performing  the  Operation,  may  be  con- 
fldered  under  the  following  heads,  viz. 

1.  The  difficulty  of  counting  the  Ribs 
in  fat  People. 

2.  The  trouble  and  depth  of  the  Wound 
neceflary* 

3.  The  almofl:  impoflibility  of  the  in- 
tercoftal  Artery  efcaping  without  being 
wounded. 

It  is  hardly  pojfible  to  ejcape  wounding  the  in - 
tercoftal  Artery  which  runs  in  this  place  be¬ 
tween  the  Ribs ;  or  if  you  avoid  it  by 
cutting  clofe  to  one  of  the  Ribs,  a  Caries 
of  the  Bone  will  follow  from  the  preflure 
of  the  Tent  employed  afterwards.  And 
after  all  thefe  Aflertions  concludes  in  the 
fubfequent  Terms,  doubtlefs  by  way  of 
Aphorifm,  viz.  Upon  the  whole ,  without  any 
further  recital  of  Obje£tions  to  the  Empyema 

#  V  ' 
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thus  performed ,  it  cannot  appear  an  advifeable 
Operation . 

I  think  if  the  Operation  is  not  advifea- 
ble  as  thus  defcribed,  we  might  have  ex- 
pedled  long  fince  to  have  known  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  operating  fafely, ,  that  thefe  Ob- 
jedtions  might  be  removed,  and  poffibly 
others,  as  well  as  myfelf,  have  been  mif- 
led,  by  reading  his  Treatife  on  the  Ope¬ 
rations  of  Surgery. 

Tho*  I  have  a  profound  Veneration  for 
Mr.  Sharp,  on  account  of  his  polite  Learn¬ 
ing  and  other  good  Qualities ;  yet  I  hope 
both  he,  and  the  Public,  will  pardon  me 
for  advancing  my  real  Sentiments,  efpecial- 
ly  when  they  find  them  to  be  fupported  by 
good  Reafons. 

And  i  ft,  In  fat  PerJ'ons ,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
count  the  Ribs,  —  pag.  123.  Certainly  he 
who  is  Mafter  of  Ofteology,  can  form  a 
Judgment  of  the  Courfe  of  the  Ribs,  from 
a  view  of  the  Sternum ,  fince  thev  are  to  be 
counted  forward,  even  in  fat  Subjects 
but  pray  how  many  Empyics  have  Prac- 

/  •  S"  ,  #  .  . 

tjtioners  feen  over-burthened  with  Fat  to 

fuch 
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fuck  a  degree,  that  a  Rib  could  not  be  felt  ? 
But  fuppofe  now,  for  Argument’s  fake  on¬ 
ly,  I  fhould  inform  you  and  my  Brethren, 
with  the  utmoft  Submiffion,  that  the  point 
in  queftion  is  not  of  fo  great  moment  to 
our  Defign,  fmce  we  need  not  be  confined 
to  any  one  part,  but  ftriftly  are  bound  in 
juft  ice  to  operate  on  the  place  firft  com¬ 
plained  of,  it  being  the  neareft,  and  the 
Seat  of  the  Diftemper,  as  well  as  the  Lodg¬ 
ing  of  the  Enemy,  whether  Corruption , 
Bloody  or  extravafated  Fluid. 

How  extravagant  would  it  appear  for 
a  General  to  fend  his  Troops  to  the  South, 
to  fubdue  the  Enemy  in  the  North,  and 
more  efpecially,  if  he  made  the  Operation 
his  Election  ?  It  would  be  equally  abfurd  in 
our  Art,  for  a  worthy,  learned  and  expe¬ 
rienced  Surgeon,  to  operate  on  the  moft 
depending  part,  when  the  Enemy  is  lodged 
either  in  the  Duplicature  of  the  Mzdiajli - 
numy  between  the  Lungs  and  Pleura ,  or  in 
the  Lungs  themfelves,  nay  between  the  Ribs 
and  Pleura  in  its  cellular  parts,  or  in  the 
Diaphragm  from  an  Inflamtnation,  produc- 

D  2  ing 
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ing  an  Abfcefs  which  difcharges  its  Con¬ 
tents  into  the  Cheft.  And  laftly,  if  the 
Matter  is  feated  in  one  fide  only,  or  in 
both,  and  if  its  Seat  fhould  be  furrounded 
with  a  Cyftus,  in  fuch  Circumftances  we 

Ihould  difgrace  the  noble  Science,  if  we 

/ 

did  not  operate  on  the  place  of  Neceffity , 
or  that  primarily  affefted. 

As  to  his  fecond  Objeflion,  which  runs 
thus,  in  his  own  words  ;  “  The  Manner  of 
cf  operating  is  to  pitch  upon  the  moft  de- 
“  pending  part  of  the  'thorax,  which  fome 
£c  have  fuppofed  to  be  between  the  eighth 
“  and  ninth  Rib,  and  others,  between  the 
cc  ninth  and  tenth,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
•c  the  Vertebra ,  that  the  depth  of  the  Fiefh 
<c  might  not  be  an  Impediment  to  the 
“  Perforation;  this  diftance  is  determined 
cc  to  be  about  a  hand’s  breadth,  and  here 
il  with  a  Knife,  Sciflars  or  Trocar,  we  are 
u  ordered  to  make  the  Perforation,  but  in 
C£  doing  it,  there  are  a  great  many  Diffi- 
iz  culties.” 

"  But  now,  fuppofe  inftead  of  pitching  up¬ 
on  the  moft  depending  part,  we  fay  the 

~  -v  Tart 
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part  to  be  pitcht  on  muft  be  the  place 
where  the  Pain  was  firft  felt,  and  the  moft 
depending  part  will  be  there,  by  placing 
the  Body  in  a  proper  Pofition. 

As  for  the  Depth  of  the  Flefh,  and  the 
Diftance  from  the  Vertebra ,  they  are  two  Cir- 
cumftances  apt  to  terrify  young  Surgeons ; 
but  any  Objection  of  this  kind  is  no  more 
eafily  than  fafely  removed,  by  placing  the 
Body  of  the  Patient  in  a  proper  Attitude, 
for  the  Difcharge  of  the  noxious  Matter. 

Again,  The  manner  of  operating,  as 
c<  fome  have  fuppofed,  is  between  the  eighth 
c(  and  ninth  Rib,  and  others  between  the 
cc  ninth  and  tenth.” 

By  this  Defcription  we  are  left  in  the 
Dark,  bewildered,  and  when  we  come  to 
operate,  are  reduced  to  a  fatal  Neceffity  of 
nMmbering  the  Ribs  from  above  down¬ 
wards,  or  from  below  upwards. 

£>uis  talia  fando  temperet  a  Lachrymis. 


However,  I  think  we  ought  to  count  from 
the  lowed:  Rib  upwards,  fince  Pro/per  Al- 
pinus,  Bontiusy  Boerhaave  and  many  others, 
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have  ordered  the  Operation  between  the 
fourth  and  fifth,  or  fifth  and  fixth  Ribs, 
beginning  from  the  under m oft.  As  to  the 
form  of  the  Incifion,  the  manner  of  per¬ 
forating,  the  Divifion  of  the  Skin,  Membra - 
na  Univerfalis ,  and  Mufcles,  are  thefe  not  to 
be  diffected  ?  for  by  his  Silence  we  are 
kept  in  Ignorance,  and  alio  have  no  Di-  , 
reftion  how  to  guard  againft  wounding  the 
intercoftal  Artery.  Suppofe  therefore,  I 
fliould  propofe  the  Operation  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Method,  viz.  I  have  already  faid  the 
part  to  be  opened  is  that  of  NeceJJityy  we 
are  therefore,  in  fuch  Cafes,  to  make  a 
tranfverfe  Aperture  with  the  Knife  (or  Cau- 
ftic)  an  Inch  or  more  in  length,  firft  thro' 
the  Skin,  then  the  Membrana  Adipofay  and 
afterwards  thro’  the  Mufcle ;  by  this  time 
the  Ribs  may  be  diftinctly  felt,  even  tho’ 
the  Patient  ihould  be  very  grofs.  Then 
place  the  Thumb  and  Finger,  which  hold 
the  Knife,  on  the  undermoft  Rib  of  thofe 
two  you  are  to  cut  thro*,  and  the  Cen¬ 
ter  of  the  intercoftal  Mufcle  may  then  be 
divided,  by  refting  the  Thumb  on  one 

Rib, 
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Rib,  whilft  the  fore  Finger  is  fupported  on 
the  other 

By  operating  in  this  manner,  the  Arte¬ 
ry  will  not  be  wounded,  neither  will  the 
Bones  be  in  danger  of  growing  carious, 
fince  by  this  Method  they  are  not  laid 
bare,  neither  will  they  rifque  fuch  a  Dif- 
*  order  from  a  long  Continuance  of  Tents ; 
for  the  Perforation  will  be  large  enough  to 
difcharge  the  Matter,  without  a  long  ufe 
of  them.  If  the  Fluid  fhould  be  con¬ 
tained  in  a  Cyftus,  the  Incifion  mud  be 
continued  thro*  the  Pleura ,  obferving  to 
make  it  the  length  of  the  Wound,  in  or¬ 
der  to  facilitate  the  difcharge  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  and  thereby  prevent  a  frefh  Inflam¬ 
mation, 

If  the  Operation  is  to  be  performed  on 
the  right  Side,  Tis  worth  our  Notice  to 
obferve,  that  the  Aperture  muft  not  be 
lower  than  the  fourth  or  fifth  Rib,  ( count¬ 
ing  now  from  below,  upward)  left  the  Dia¬ 
phragm  fhould  be  wounded,  and  more  e~ 

*  Vide  Le  Dran\  Operations. 
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fpecially  as  the  Liver  adheres  to  it  in  thi$ 
place. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  I  do  not 
diftinctly  fee  the  Unfit  nefi  nor  the  Impropriety 
of  the  Operation ,  when  any  Fluid  is  extra- 
vafated  or  collected  in  the  Thorax .  So  far, 
therefore,  is  this  manual  Operation  from 
being  the  moft  dangerous,  that  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think  it  may  be  performed  with 
as  much  fafety  as  any  other,  where  nervous 
parts  are  concerned. 

Hiftories  of  Abfceffes  in  the  Chefl:  after 
Pleurifies,  &c.  burfting  by  force  of  Na¬ 
ture  only,  are  numerous,  and  frequently 
to  be  met  with,  and  many  now  furvive 
by  her  friendly  Operations.  Whereas  when 
the  purulent  Matter  is  confined,  and  can¬ 
not  force  its  Paffage,  nor  is  helpt  by  our 
Art,  a  Pulmonary  Confumption  muft  finifh 
the  tragic  Scene.— I  think  the  Cafe  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Kidwell  is  a  fufficient  Proof  of  this, 
for  in  bis  Cafe  the  Matter  burfi  out  thro 
the  Incifion  with  fuch  Violence ,  that  it  flew  all 
over  the  By-ftanders .  This  violent  Ejedlment 
was  performed  by  the  hally  Expanfion  of 

the 
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the  Lungs,  which  propel’d  the  noxious 
Fluid  with  great  Energy,  and  thus  they 
continued  their  kind  Office  for  eight  days 
longer,  that  is,  till  fuch  time  as  the  whole 
Load  of  peccant  Matter  was  difburthened. 

I  fhall  conclude,  by  proving  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  this  Operation  in  Pulmonary 
and  Heftic  Confumptions,  or  AbfcefTes  in 
the  Lungs,  where  there  is  a  long  and  con¬ 
tinual  Expefloration  of  Pus ;  for  in  Con- 
fequence  of  the  Cavity  being  opened,  the 
Lungs  will  expand  themfelves  to  propel  the 
Fluid,  which  was  before  brought  upwards 
thro’  the  Orifice,  and  prevent  their  Exul¬ 
cerations  from  oozing  continually,  and  form¬ 
ing  new  Matter ;  for  like  all  other  Abfcef- 
fes  When  laid  open,  or  way  is  made  for  the 
Evacuation  of  the  Corruption,  they  will 
come  into  firm  contact,  and  be  consolidated . 
However  I  think  the  Experiment  may  Safe¬ 
ly  be  ventured  on,  when  all  other  attempts 
have  failed  of  evacuating  the  Matter  by  In¬ 
ternals,  fince  the  Anguifh  arifing  from  it 
will  be  but  a  little  more  painful  than  that 
of  an  Iflue,  Probably  an  Inflammation 

Some 
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fome  little  time  after  the  Operation  will 
follow,  which  may  alfo  prove  advantage- 
oils  by  exciting  the  Lungs  to  a  more  brifk 
and  frequent  Aftion ;  flnce  fuch  increafed 
Motion  may  burft  any  Cyftus,  formed  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  Lungs,  or  their  external  Mem¬ 
branes,  all  or  any  of  which  may  prove 
falutary. .  Wounds  in  the  'thorax,  of  them- 
felves,  are  not  always  mortal,  lince  I  re¬ 
member  a  Cafe,  where  a  Perfon  received  a 
Stab  into  the  Cheft,  where  the  Air  came 


thro’  it  upon  every  Aftion  of  the  Lungs, 

r  -  • 

fo  violently,  that  it  extinguifhed  the  Flame 
of  a  large  Candle.  The  Perfon  was  a 
Hackney-Coachman  belonging  to  Brijiol, 
and  received  the  Wound  on  a  Quarrel 
near  Reading ,  at  a  Place  called  Harehatch, 
He  was  attended  by  Mr.  Charles  S my t hers 
and  myfelf,  till  he  was  cured.  The  Cafe  is 
as  follows. 


In  1741,  fome  time  in  the  Month  of 
June,  a  Hackney-Coachman  driving  be¬ 
tween  London  and  Brijlol ,  had  the  Misfor¬ 
tune,  at  Harehatch  about  7  miles  from  Read¬ 
ing,  to  fall  into  a  Quarrel  with  fome  Offi¬ 


cers 
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cers  of  the  Army  $  and  after  having  beat 
and  bruifed  two  of  them,  a  third,  exaf- 
perated  at  the  ill  ufage  he  faw  his  Compa¬ 
nions  meet  with,  ftept  up  and  barbaroufly 
made  a  thruft  at  the  Coachman  with  a 
Hanger,  which  penetrated  the  Cavity  of 
the  thorax  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Air 
difcharged  from  the  external  Orifice  of  the 
Wound  extinguifhed  feveral  Candles,  when 
held  near  to  it.  Mr.  Smythers  and  I  being 
called  from  Reading  to  the  Patient’s  Affift- 
ance,  we,  upon  a  careful  Infpedtion  and 
Examination  of  the  Wound,  found  its  Di¬ 
rection  oblique,  and  its  Orifice  fmall.  Every 
Symptom  pronounced  him  in  imminent 
Danger,  if  not  abfolutely  pad:  all  Hopes 
of  Recovery ,  for  he  was  afflidted  with  the 
mod:  excruciating  Pains,  and  laboured  un¬ 
der  an  incredible  Difficulty  of  breathing, 
attended  with  an  almoft  uninterrupted  Syn¬ 
cope,  from  which  lad:  Symptom  we  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  Diaphragm  mud:  neceffari- 
ly  be  hurt. 

The  fird:  ftep  we  took  was  to  dilate  the 
Wound,  in  order  to  make  its  Orifice  more 

depend- 
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depending ;  after  which  we  dreffed  accord¬ 
ing  to  Art,  and  blooded  the  Patient  co~ 
pioufly.  We  alfo  ordered  him  to  be  kept 
very  low,  and  his  Inteftines  to  be  frequently 
emptied  by  Clyfters  of  Broth.  He  had 
emollient  Subftances,  fuch  as  Sperma  Ceti , 
Oil  of  fweet  Almonds,  and  others  of  a  like 
Nature  often  exhibited  with  the  peftoral 
Decodtion.  He  was  kept  very  low,  and  pro¬ 
hibited  the  ufe  of  meat  of  every  kind. 
What  he  drank  was  of  a  foft,  balfamic  and 
mucilaginous  Quality.  The  Venefeftions 
were  continued,  as  the  Symptoms  required, 
and  were  very  frequent  during  the  firft  two 
or  three  Days.  However,  dangerous  as  the 
Wound  at  firft  feemed  to  be,  by  perfifting 
carefully  in  the  above  Method,  a  perfedl 
Cure  was  obtained  in  a  month,  and  the 
Patient  ftill  enjoys  good  Health  and  a  vi¬ 
gorous  Conftitution. 

To  ftrengthen  what  has  been  above  ad¬ 
vanced,  we  (hall  give  the  following  Cafe, 
from  the  learned  and  judicious  Bontius>  in 
his  feledt  Obfervations,  Obfervat.  V, 
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“  *  A  certain  Soldier  having  drank  to  ex« 
u  cefs  of  Arrac,  and  being  brought  to 
“  the  Caftle  almoft  totally  without  Senfe 
€<  or  Motion,  we  thought  he  could  not 
“  furvive  that  night  5  however,  he  having 
“  partly  vomited  up,  and  partly  fleeped  out 
“  his  Surfeit,  was  next  day  feized  with  a 
cc  violent  Pleurify  in  his  right  fide  5  tho* 
“  the  Pain  was  fomewhat  abated  by  co- 
“  pious  Venefeftions,  yet  the  Inflammation 
“  terminated  in  an  Ulcer,  and  this  Ulcer 


u  *  Miles  quidam,  cum  potu  Arrac  apprime  fe  ingurgi. 
44  tafTet,  &  ferme  fine  fenfu,  ac  motu  in  arcem  ferretur, 
u  credebamus  ipfum  ifta  no6le  iiipervivere  non  pofle :  ille 
44  tamen,  partim  evomita  partim  edormita  crapula,  poftri- 
64  die  in  dextro  latere  Pleuritide  exquifita  correptus  eftj 
44  cui,  licet  poll:  fanguinis  miffionem,  dolor  aliquaritum 
44  fedatus  efTet :  tamen  inflammatio  in  ulcus,  &  inde,  eo 
<c  rupto,  in  Empyema  debit,  materia,  in  dextro  latere,  fu- 
44  per  Diaphragma  afFufa.  Erat  adhuc  viribus  fatis  con- 
44  ftantibus,  neque  Febris,  jam  tarn  vehemens  vigebat. 
44  Itaque  inter  quartam  ac  quintam  coftam  cauterium  po- 
44  tentiale,  quod  vocant  applicavimus,  dein  fcalpello  ef- 
44  caram  porro  aperuimus.  Indeque  effluxit  fanies  copio- 
44  fa,  cum  ramentis,  ac  particulis  aliquot  membranae  fuc- 
44  cingentis  coftas,  jam  putrefa£fee.  Et  ille,  adhibitis  op- 
44  portunis  fyringationibus,  convaluit  praeter  fpem,  &  cum 
44  base  feribimus,  Malaccam  verfus  navigavit.” 
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cC  breaking  an  Empyema  was  formed; 
€C  the  Matter  in  the  right  fide  being  dif- 
cc  charged  upon  the  Diaphragm,  he  had  as 
<c  yet  a  tolerable  degree  of  Strength,  nor 
£<  was  his  Fever  very  violent;  in  confequence 
cc  of  thefe  Circumftances,  we  applied  the 
<c  potential  Cautery  between  the  fourth 
<c  and  fifth  Rib,  after  which  we  opened 
<c  the  Efchar  with  a  Knife,  and  from  thence 
iC  was  difcharged  a  large  Quantity  of  Sa- 
cc  nies,  mixt  with  fhreads  and  feme  par- 
€C  tides  of  the  Membrane,  which  lines  the 
cc  Ribs  already  putrefied.  The  Patient  af» 
<c  ter  being  properly  fyringed,  recovered 
cc  beyond  all  Expeftation,  and  at  the  time 
“  I  was  writing  this,  he  failed  for  Mai- 
iC  lacca 


III.  Of  a  Piflol  Jhoty  through  the 

Thorax. 


In  the  Year  1744,  a  Privateer  Sloop  be¬ 
longing  to  Julius  Robinfon ,  Efq;  Merchant 
in  Barbados ,  returned  from  her  Cruize  to 

Car~ 
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Car li fie -Bay  ;  when  the  Fire  Arms  being  or¬ 
dered  to  be  unloaded  arid  cleaned,  it  hap¬ 
pened,  that  one  of  the  Piftols,  after  feveral 
attempts,  would  not  fire ;  the  Gunner  gave 
it  to  a  Mate,  who  carelefly  flapping  it, 
it  went  off  and  fiiot  him.  The  Ball  entered 
his  Breaft,  between  the  fixth  and  feventh 
Ribs,  about  the  Midway  between  the  Ster¬ 
num  and  Vertebrae ,  and  came  out  clofe  to 
the  inferior  part  of  the  Scapula ,  near  the 
Spine. 

The  Man  being  brought  afhore  to  the 
Houfe  of  Mr.  Hills  the  Pilot,  I  was  called 
in  to  examine  the  Cafe  by  the  late  Dr. 
Gibfon ;  lie  was  very  low,  pale,  almoft  dead, 
and  fcarce  able  to  fpeak;  the  Blood  ran 
out  of  the  Wound  when  laid  on  his  Face, 
and  alfo  when  on  his  Back ;  I  ordered 
twelve  Ounces  of  Blood  to  be  taken  from 
his  Arm,  and  a  Clyfter  of  Sea  Water  was 
thrown  up  the  Return ,  which  gave  him 
fome  Stools.  In  the  interim,  the  fupeiior 
part  of  his  Body  was  rolled  up  with  linen 
Cloths  dipt  in  Oxycrate,  and  for  Coolnefs 
he  was  laid  on  the  Floor  with  one  Blanket 

under 
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under  him :  In  about  two  hours  after,  Ci% 
Ounces  of  Blood  were  taken  away,  and 
the  ftained  Cloths  were  removed,  whilft 
others  were  applied  very  wet,  with  the  fame 
Liquor.-— Two  hours  after,  he  was  a  third 
time  blooded,  and  the  Cloths  were  renew’d 
by  clean  ones,  wetted  as  before  in  about  four 
hours  more,  five  ounces  of  Blood  were 
again  taken  away,  and  frefh  Cloths  dipt  in 
Oxycrate  applied.  —  He  now  complained  of 
being  chilly,  the  Cloths  were  not  difcolour- 
ed,  and  therefore  I  took  my  leave  of  him 
for  that  night. 

Next  morning  I  removed  the  Cloths  and 
examined  the  Wounds,  which  I  drefl:  fu- 
perficially  with  Liniment .  Arcczi .  In  four 
or  five  days  the  Lips  of  the  Wounds  be¬ 
gan  to  be  inflamed,  and  afterwards  to  fup- 
purate,  having  difcharged  a  bloody  Sanies 
for  fome  days  before  i  they  then  digefted 
and  healed  without  any  trouble,  in  about 
three  weeks.  He  appeared  a  walking 
Ghoft  for  fome  time,  but  recovered  his 
Strength  in  about  nine  weeks,  and  went 
again  a  privateering. 


I  had 


and  the  Pulfation  of  the  Dura  Mater  was 
feen  very  high  and  ftrong.  Having  fcalp- 
ed  the  Patient,  I  applied  the  Trephine, 
raifed  the  deprefled  Pieces  of  Bone,  and 
removed  a  Splinter  which  had  pierced  the 
Membranes  of  the  Brain;  he  was  dreft 

r*  .  ■■  ^  ^ 

according  to  Art ;  afterwards  a  Clyfter  was 
injected,  and  fome  Blood  was  taken  from 

f 

his  Arm. 

¥  ’ 

The  next  day,  and  alfo  the  following, 
his  Coma  continued,  notwithftanding  he 
had  been  bled  twice :  On  removing  the 
Bandage  and  Dreffings,  I  difcovered  a  black 
Speck,  under  the  Meninges  Cerebri ,  near  the 
Breadth  of  a  Silver-Penny ;  having  intro¬ 
duced  my  Lancet,  a  Drop  of  Matter  flow¬ 
ed  out,  on  which  I  dilated  the  Membranes 
with  the  Probe-ScifTars,  let  out  near  a  Tea 
Spoonful  of  Matter,  and  with  my  For¬ 
ceps  took  out  the  Piece  of  his  Hat,  which 

i 

had  been  drove  thro’  the  Bones  by  the 
Force  of  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Ham- 

*  •  r 

mer  of  the  Lock,  and  which  was  exactly 
i  of  the  fame  Shape.-— Next  day  his  drowly 
icomatous  Symptoms  abated,  and  after  three 

E  or 
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or  four  Days  th$y  went  off  intirely :  The 
Cure  *wa$  ;  finffhed  in  the  ufual  Time,  af¬ 
ter’  Bleedings,  and  a  low  Diet;  fince 

which,  he  has.  been  i n  England,  and  re¬ 
turned,  to  Qarbados  hearty  and  well,  and  is 
now  married  to  Mifs ."Judith  Allen .  This  is 
a  ftrong  Preemption,  that  he  enjoys  a  per¬ 
fect  State  of  Health,  and  feels  no  ill  Con- 
fequences,  from  a  Wound  feemingly  fo 
terrible.  v 


OBSERVATIONS. 
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By  this  Cafe  we  may  fee  how  abfolutely 
neceffary  it  is  to  examine,  (after  the  Ope¬ 
ration).  whether  any  extraneous  Body  is 
forced  in,  or  drove  thro’  the  Coverings 
of  the  Brain,  fmce  the  Symptoms  did  not 
go  off  after  trepaning ;  but  continued,  till 

the  piece  of  Hat  was  extracted. - It 

will  therefore  be  always  prudent  to  enquire, 
whether  the  Head  was  covered  at  the  Time 
of  receiving  the  Injury ;  and  aifo  whether 
the  Hat,  Cap,  or  Handkerchief,  &c.  has 
loft  any  part  of  its  Subftance  ;  and  more 

efpecially 


elpecially  in  Wounds,  inflicted  by  Mufket 

Balls,  which  muft  always  be  attended  with 

,  . *'•-*•  *■  ■  .«*> 

fomething  of  this  Nature ;  for  extraneous 
Bodies  are  frequently  drove  under  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  beyond  the  reach  of  ocular  In- 
fpe&ion  ;  Fraftures  therefore  of  the  Head, 
made  by  Piftol-Balls,  altho’  there  fhould 
be  two  Apertures  in  the  Skull,  fhould  un¬ 
dergo  an  Operation,  notwithftanding  what 

3  '  •  •* 

fome  Authors  have  faid  to  the  contrary ; 


fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that  the  Ball  or  Slug 
fhould  perforate  the  Head,  about  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  temporal  Bone,  and 
pafs  obliquely  upwards,  making  its  ex 
thro’  the  parietal ;  I  fay  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the 
Trepan  ought  to  be  applied,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  if  there  is  a  Coma  ;  for  is  it  not 
reafonable  to  believe,  that  either  a  Splinter 
of  the  Bone,  Wadding,  or  part  of  a  Slug, 
or  a  whole  Slug,  may  be  lodged  out  of 
fight  upon  the  Brain  ?  And  pray  can  we 
expert  to  fave  the  Patient’s  Life,  whilft 
fuch  extraneous  Bodies  remain  ?-—  Befides, 
there  is  another  reafon  why  the  whole  piece 
of  the  Bone  fhould  be  fawed  out  from  one 

F  2  Perfo- 
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Perforation  to  the  other,  which  is,  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  Difcharge  to  the  extravafated  Blood, 
which  muft  follow  fuch  Accidents :  fmce 

f'  ■ , 

Mulket-Balls  cannot  make  their  Paflage 
without  wounding  at  leaft  fome  of  the  ar¬ 
terial  or  venal  Tubes,  which  are  impreft 
as  it  were  on  the  internal  Surface  of  the 
Skull,  from  which  their  Contents  will  be 
continually  dripping  on  the  Meninges  of 
the  Brain,  which  in  time  muft  form  Ab- 
fcefles,  and  large  Suppurations  of  the  Brain 
itfelf.  We  have  fome  Inftances  of  fuch 
Misfortunes,  and  therefore,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  giving  you  one,  which  is  in 
Le  Dr  arts  Obfervations,  Chap.  XXIV, 
p.  83.  — The  Subftance  of  which  is  as 
follows. 

On  the  17th  of  February ,  1721.  a  Wo¬ 
man,  about  26  years  of  Age,  received  a 
Wound  by  a  Piftol  clapped  clofe  to  her 
Head,  and  which  made  two  Openings  \ 
thefe  Wounds  were  dr  eft  in  the  ufual  Man¬ 
ner  (fays  the  Author,  finding  the  Skull  rea~ 
dy  trepanned  by  the  Ball)  and  the  next 
day  the  Elevator  to  raife  a  Depreffion,  on 

*  each 


1 


' .  -  1 69 1 

each  fide  of  the  Border  of  the  Hole,  and 
the  Lenticular  to  fmooth  the  Edges  were 
only  required  j  on  the  26th,  the  Dura 
Mater  and  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain  be¬ 
ginning  to  feparate,  thebignefs  of  a  large  Nut 
was  cut  off,  and  this  Operation  was  repeated 
three  different  times,  from  this  to  the  3d  of 
March  ;notwithflanding  the  Syndons  and  Pref- 
fure  of  Lint,  to  refill  the  exceflive  Motion  of 
the  Brain,  grinding  of  the  Teeth,  Deliri¬ 
um  and  Fever,  preceded  by  Shiverings  con- 
ftantly  attended  each  Drefling,  till  the  9th 
of  March  ;  afterwards  a  Calm  fucceeded  for 
fix  or  feven  Days,  at  the  Expiration  of  this 
Term,  the  fame  Symptoms  returned,  with 
a  copious  Suppuration  of  the  Brain,  which 
wafhed  off  five  Shots  and  three  Slugs.  The 
Quantity  of  Pus  decreafed,  when  thefe 
extraneous  Bodies  were  difcharged,  whofe 
weight  had  occafioned  an  Inflammation  be¬ 
fore.-— The  Cure  was  finifhed  by  the  1 5th 
of  May . 
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0/  Incifed  Wound  thro  the  Cra¬ 
nium,  and  of  another  Wound  on  the 
Scalp ,  cauftng  Symptoms  oj  a  Frac¬ 
ture  cured  without  Trepaning. 

Fhe  Second  Cafe  of  a  FraBure  of  the  Cranium. 

A  Negro  Fellow  named  Fom,  belonging 
to  die  Hon.  James  Carter,  Efq;  of  Barba¬ 
dos,  about  the  latter  end  of  March  1748, 
was  difcovered  ftealing  Provifion  out  of  the 
Ground,  in  the  Night  j  fuch  as  Yams, 
Edder,  and  the  like.  The  Watchman  of 
the  Field  endeavoured  to  take  him,  on 
which  a  fevere  Battle  enfued  :  Among!!;  fe~ 
veral  other  Wounds,  the  Thief  received 
two  large  ones  by  an  Incifion  of  the  Head ; 
one  of  thefe  opened  the  Skull  near  three 
Inches  on  the  left  parietal  Bone,  down  to 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  Os  Frontale ;  it  was 
fo  wide,  that  the  Meninges  of  the  Brain 
were  feen  thro’  it ;  the  other  Wound  was 
on  the  right  lide,  in  length  about  two 
Inches,  near  to  the  temporal  Bone,  but 

-  ;  with- 


.  ;  O 
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'  “  *'*>  i-  *  .  *  '  i'  f  |  *Y  v  ; 

without  a  Fracture.  —  About  three  days  af- 
ter  I  was  called  in  by  the  Doctor  of  the 
Plantation,  when  I  found  the  Negroe  as 

defcribed,  and  attended  with  gratings  ,  of 

.  _  .  •  -  *»  *  *  ••  ■** 

the  Teeth,  Spafms,  Ravings,  Watchings  and 
the  like, 

*  * 

T  .  -v  .  t  j  '  H  ■  '  i  F  ?  |  «  >  ■- 

On  removing  the  Dreffings  of  that 
Wound  with  a  Cut  thro’  the  Bone,  I  found 

-*■  r  <■  •  *  ■'  t  *  t**y  •’  ~  i  %  r  •  '  * 

».  .•  i  ^  j  i  ji  f  •  "•  '•  <  \  j  v;  \  A  >  \  >  * 

the  Membranes  of  the  Brain  untoucht,  the 
Cleft  was  wider  than  the  Edge  of  a  Crown- 

:  i'  <>j  •  *  ..  •  ’  .D  ’  i  :  ;  ■> 

Piece,  and  fome  little  Pieces  of  Bone  Rood 

-  "  ;  }  '  :  .  —  *  t  *  -  '  ‘  \  -  i  i  A  /  . 

jagged  about  the  Edges,  which  having  re- 
moved,  I  made  the  inward  Edges  of  the 

Bone  fmooth  :  as  I  could  find  neither  De- 

...  ■ 

preffion  nor  Extravafation,  I  thought  it 

f  :  r-'  ■  O  ;  ' 

unnecefiary  to  apply  the  Trepan, n  therefore 
the  Bone  was  covered  with  dry  Lint,  and 
over  all  a  Digeftive  applied.  The  other 
Wound  on  the  right  fide  was  dreft  as  a 
Wound  by  Incifion,  having  find  taken  off 
the  Angles  of  the  Scalp.  —  Twelve  Ounces 
of  Blood  were  now  taken  from  his  Arm, 
and  a  Clyfter  ordered  at  Night,  with  a 
flender  Diet.  m 


F  4 


Next 


Ini 

Next  Morning,  notwithftanding  his  Bleed- 
ing,  the  Symptoms  were  encreafed,  his 
Speech  faltered.  Deliriums  with  furious 

Ravings  fucceeded,  and  he  had  not  once 

/ 

clofed  his  Eyes,  from  the  time  of  receiving 
the  Wounds  5  yet  the  Dreffings  came  off, 
with  a  laudable  Difcharge.  —  I  now  laid 
open  the  Wound  on  the  right  fide,  when 
I  difcovered  the  Pericranium  not  wholly  di- 
vided,  but  only  here  and  there  cut  thro’, 

which  I  laid  open  to  the  Bone,  the  whole 

- 

extent  of  the  Wound.  —  Being  dreft  up, 
more  Blood  was  taken  away,  and  his  Clyf- 
ter  repeated.  —  The  next  day  his  Symp¬ 
toms  were  affwaged,  which  daily  abated,  and 
at  the  proper  time  the  Edges  of  the  divid- 
ed  Bone  fcaled  off,  and  the  cementing  Fluid 
lfTued  forth,  to  rejoin  the  Difunion :  The 
Cure  was  compleated  in  about  nine  weeks, 
and  I  left  him  under  the  Care  of  Mr.  Carter . 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Spafms,  Ravings,  Watchings  and 
Deliriums,  which  attended  the  Patient,  did 

not 
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not  proceed  from  the  ineifed  and  fraCtured 
Bone,  but  from  the  Injury  committed 
on  the  Pericranium ,  in  the  other  Wound, 
as  it  was  only  divided  in  part,  and  there¬ 
fore  by  oppofite  aCtions,  as  hauling  and 
twitching,  brought  on  an  Inflammation 
upon  the  Dura  Mater ,  as  thefe  Membranes 
have  a  Connection  thro’  the  Sutures  of  the 

k|  •  j  >  •  -  ■  v  *  f  •  •"  ■*  •  • '  *•■** 

Head.  That  thefe  violent  Symptoms  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  an  Inflammation  of  the  Me¬ 
ninges  of  the  Brain,  and  originally  by  con- 
fent  from  the  torn  Pericranium ,  feems  very 
evident,  fince  they  all  went  off  as  foon  as 

the  Incifion  was  carried  through  its  whole 

. 

[  length. 


III.  Of  a  Fra&ure  of  the  Head^  with 
a  Suppuration  of  the  Brain. 


In  the  Month  of  Augujl,  1740,  Robert 
Simmons ,  a  Boy  of  about  10  years  of  age, 
Son  of  Farmer  Summons  of  Maidenhead- 
Farm ,  diftant  from  Reading  about  7  Miles, 
being  in  the  Field  in  Harveft  Time,  receiv¬ 
ed 
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ed  a  Blow  or  Kick  from  one  of  the  Hor- 
fes  in  a  Cart,  which  fradtured  the  fron¬ 


tal  Bone  on  the  left  fide,  in  feveral  pieces, 
and  bent  the  Forehead  inwards,  like  to  a 
large  Bruife  in  a  tin,  copper,  or  pewter  Vef- 
fel  5  the  Depreflure  reached  near  down  to 
the  Minor  Canthus:  A  neighbouring  Quack- 
Surgeon,  fpiritually  authorifed,  to  lop,  dif- 
member,  &c.  was  fetched  in  to  the  Boy’s 
Affiftance,  who  immediately  promifed  a 
perfeft  Cure,  and  in  a  fhort  time.  —  But 
after  having  him  under  his  Care,  for  five 
or  fix  days,  dreffing  the  Wounds,  (I  doubt 
not)  but  with  his  Samaritan  Balfam,  never 
failing  Plaifters,  and  fuch  like  Noftmms ; 
the  Patient  became  raving,  and  was  afflifted 
with  convulfive  Spafms :  On  which  the 
Boafter  much  affrighted,  took  his  Leave, 
and  pronounced  him  irrecoverable.  On  the 
nth  of  Auguji  early  in  the  Morning  I  was 
called  out  of  my  Bed  to  the  Patient,  when 
I  |found  him  delirious,  with  an  Inflamma¬ 
tion  on  his  Head  and  Face  of  the  Eryfipa- 
lous  Kind,  and  fwoln  to  fo  great  a  degree 


>1 


that  I  could  fcarce  difcover  cither  his  Eyes, 


Nofe, 


[  75  ] 

t  s  *  *  # 

Nofe,  or  Mourn  ;  and  the  whole  Head 
feemed  a  Mafs  of  foft  Dough.  On  re-* 
|  moving  the  Pledgits,  and  extracting  the 
Plugs  cram’d  into  his  Head,  there  flowed 
a  bloody  Ichor  from  the  infide  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium  ;  the  Wound  was  larger  than  a  Crown- 
piece.  On  fearching  with  my  Probe/  I 
found  the  Edges  of ,  the  fradtured  Bones, 
forming  an  Arch,  with  part  of  the  frontal 
and  temporal  Mufcles  lacerated. 

Having  every  thing  neceflary  for  tre- 


1 

I 

1® 

A 
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ta 

$ 
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paning,  I  made  an  Incifion  in  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  frontal  Bone,  firft  meafuring 
with  a  String  from  the  middle  of  the  Chin 
to  the  coronal  Suture,  left  I  fhould  in¬ 
jure  the  Sinus  LongitudinaUs  of  the  Dura 

Mater . - Having  removed  the  Scalp  and 

Pericranium ,  I  cut  out  a  piece  of  the  found 

Bone,  with  about  a  fifth  of  the  Frafture, 

*  „ 

on  which  iflued  out  fome  extravafated 

r. 

Blood ;  it  was  through  this  Perforation 

*  ; 

that  the  Elevator  was  introduced,  between 
the  Bone  and  Meninges  of  the  Brain,  and 
the  depreft  or  inward  bent  Bones  were 

raifed  up  and  reftored  to  their  natural 

'•</  ^ 

Situa- 


Situation,  whilft  the  loofe  Fragments  were 
taken  away.  During  the  Operation,  Mat¬ 
ter  or  Pus  flowed  from  the  inferior  part 
of  the  Wound,  and  through  the  lacerated 
Dura  Mater ,  which  Membrane  I  opened, 
and  there  difcovered  a  Fragment  or  Splin¬ 
ter  of  the  Bone,  which  had  been  forced 
through  into  the  Brain.  This  I  extracted,  and 
then  dilated  the  Membranes  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Wounds,  on  which  near  half 
a  common  Glafs  full  of  the  cortical  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Brain  and  Pus  were  difcharg- 
ed ;  this  opening  was  fufficient  to  prevent 
a  fecond  Suppuration,  fince  the  Difcharge 
afterwards  daily  decreafed,  and  the  Cure 
was  perfected  in  good  Time  ;  fome  of  the 
Bones  rejoined  themfelves,  after  they  had 
fcaled  around  their  Edges;  a  low  Diet, 
Bleeding,  Bliftering,  Fomentations,  &c. 

,  *  i  ‘ 

were  carefully  ufed  during  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  Cure,  which  was  at  laft  happily 
finilhed  to  the  great  Satisfaction  of  his 
Parents  and  himfelf, 
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IV.  Of  a  ConcuJJion  of  the  Brain ,  without 
a  FraEiure  or  FiJJure>  made  hy  a 
blunt  Weapon. 

In  February ,  1744,  a  Negro  Fellow 

named  fom,  the  Property  of  Henry  Warren , 
Efq;  M.  D.  of  Barbados ,  received  a  Blow 
on  the  left  Bregma ,  with  a  fmall  contufed 
Wound  ;  it  was  dr  eft  as  fuch  by  the  Prac¬ 
titioner  of  the  Family,  and  treated  as  a  com¬ 
mon  Wound :  The  fecond  or  third  day  a 
Fever  enfued  with  violent  Pains  of  the 
Head,  Watchings,  Ravings,  Lofs  of  Senfe, 
with  other  Symptoms,  which  accompany 
Fractures  of  the  Cranium ;  being  called  in, 
about  the  fourth  day,  I  could  not  find 
with  the  Probe,  nor  otherwife,  any  rough- 
nefs  or  afperity  of  the  Bone )  however  as 
the  Symptoms  were  violent,  I  removed  the 
:  Scalp  and  Pericranium ,  by  a  thorough  In~ 
cifion,  tho*  the  Membrane  was  found  and 

‘  ...  1 

adhered  firmly  to  the  Bone ;  but  even  then 
could  not  difeover  either  Fracture,  Fiflure 
or  Depreffion,  altho’  I  had  gently  wiped 

1  the 


/ 


the  denuded  Bone  with  Ink  and  Water.  - 
I.  drcfied  it  up  with  dry  Lint  on  the  Bone, 

over  which  I  placed  a  Digeftive,  and  fecur- 

«  '  '  ' 

ed  them  by  the  fimple  Kerchief  Bandage  ; 
twelve  Ounces  of  Blood  were  drawn  from 
his  Arm,  and  a  Clyfter  was  thrown  up 
afterwards.-— Next  day  the  Symptoms  were 
greatly  alleviated;  however,  more  Blood 
was  taken  away,  and  the  Clyfter  repeated, 
which,  in  a  few  hours,  abated  his  Com¬ 
plaints  ;  every  Symptom  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  difappeared,  the  Wound  had  a 
laudable  Digeftion,  and  we  believed  him  to 
be  out  of  Danger  ;  accordingly  I  took  my 
Leave,  committing  him  to  the  Care  of  that 
excellent  Practitioner  Mr.  John  Linahan ; 
but  it  was  not  many  days  before  I  was 
again  called  in,  the  Symptoms  being  return¬ 
ed  and  encreafed  ;  for  now  he  was  affiifted 
with  a  Coma,  and  faltering  in  his  Speech  ; 
his  Words  alfo  were  inarticulate ;  thefe 
Symptoms,  and  his  lethargic  Condition 
induced  me  to  think,  that  there  mull;  be  a 
Fiffure,  and  that  it  had  efcaped  my  No¬ 
tice;  I  therefore  made  ufe  of  the  Rugine, 

and 
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and  fcraped  the  Bone  till  the  Blood  ap¬ 
peared,  but  even  then,  no  Fiffure  could  be 
found.  We  dr  eft  up  as  before,  and  he  was  ’ 
again  let  Blood, — Next  day  he  was  feized 
with  a  Paralylis  of  his  right  Eye-lid,  which 
in  a  few  hours  clofed ;  his  right  Arm,  Side, 
Thigh  and  Leg  became  ftiff,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter,  the  Abdomen  became  hard,  and  almoft 

'S  '  ■  ^  i  ,  .  . 

without  Motion,  and  Clyfters,  tho’  of  4  the 
mod:  ftimulating  Quality,  had  no  Efffeft. 
As  the  Sugar  Crop  was  now  begun*  and 
the  Negroe  was  of  great  ufe,  the  Opera¬ 
tion  was  deferred  till  this  Time,  that  his 
Mafter  might  not  lofe  the  Advantage  of 
his  Labour  ;  but  it  being  now  evident,  that 
a  Conculhon  of  the  Brain  was  the  Caufe 
of  the  Trouble,  the  Trepan  was  applied, 
and  the  Bone  was  taken  out,  on  which 
fome  extravafated  Blood  appeared  on  the 
Surface  of  the  Dura  Mater ,  which  did  not 
adhere  to  the  Cranium  internally.  On  ex¬ 
amining  the  piece  of  Bone,  it  was  found, 
tho*  at  firft  I  thought  it  was  crack'd  $  for 
an.  Impreflion  of  a  capillary  venal  Twig 
of  this  Membrane  had,  on  a  curfory  View, 
i;  the 


I 
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the  femblance  of  a  fmall  Fifliire,  which 
had  almoft  led  me  into  a  Miftake. — How¬ 
ever  his  Symptoms  abated  fome  time  after 
the  Performance  of  the  Operation. 

The  Meninges  Cerebri ,  on  removing  the 

-n  I 

firft  Dreffings,  puft  up  thro’  the  Aperture 
of  the  Bone,  which  Appearance  made  me 
imagine,  that  fome  Blood  or  Pus  was  re¬ 
tained.  On  making  a  Perforation  with  a 
Lancet,  fome  bloody  Matter  flowed  $  I  then 
dilated  the  Wound  and  unloaded  the  Brain 
of  a  confiderable  quantity  of  Matter. 

The  Cure  was  finifhed  in  fix  weeks  from 
the  Operation,  the  Negroe  became  hearty, 
followed  the  hard  Labour  of  the  Field,  till 
the  time  of  my  leaving  the  Ifland,  in  the 
year  1749,  and  is  now  the  Property  of 
Raines  Gibbs ,  Efq;  who  married  the  eldeft 
Daughter  of  Dr.  Warren . 

REFLEXIONS. 

As  there  appeared  on  the  Head  no 
marks  either  of  Fracture,  Fiflure  or  De- 
preflion,  and  as  the  external  Pericraniumy 

retained 
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and  the  Pulfation  of  the  Dura  Mater  was 
feen  very  high  and  ftrong.  Having  fcalp- 
ed  the  Patient,  I  applied  the  Trephine, 
raifed  the  deprefled  Pieces  of  Bone,  and 
removed  a  Sblinter  which  had  pierced  the 
Membranes  bf  the  Brain;  he  was  dreft 
according  to  Art ;  afterwards  a  Clyfter  was 
injetted,  and  fome  Blood  was  taken  from 
his  Arm. 

The  next  day,  and  alfo  the  following, 
his  Coma  continued,  notwithftanding  he 
had  been  bled  twice :  On  removing  the 
Bandage  and  Dreflings,  I  difcovered  a  black 
Speck,  under  the  Meninges  Cerebri ,  near  the 
Breadth  of  a  Silver-Penny ;  having  intro¬ 
duced  my  Lancet,  a  Drop  of  Matter  flow¬ 
ed  out,  on  which  I  dilated  the  Membranes 
with  the  Probe-Sciflars,  let  out  near  a  Tea 
Spoonful  of  Matter,  and  with  my  For¬ 
ceps  took  out  the  Piece  of  his  Hat,  which 
had  been  drove  thro’  the  Bones  by  the 
Force  of  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Ham¬ 
mer  of  the  Lock,  and  which  was  exadtly 
of  the  fame  Shape. — Next  day  his  drowfy 
comatous  Symptoms  abated,  and  after  three 

F  or 
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or  four  Days  they  went  off  intirely :  The 
Cure  was  fmiftied  in  the  ufual  Time,  af¬ 


ter  feveral  Bleedings,  and  a  low  Diet ;  fince 

which,  he  has  been  in  England ,  and  re- 

*  ■ 

turned  to  Barbados  hearty  and  well,  and  is 
now  married  to  Mifs  Judith  Allen.  This  is 

*••  .  ,  -  »  T  -  %J  ■ 


a  ftrong  Prefumption,  that  he  enjoys  a  per- 
fe6t  State  of  Health,  and  feels  no  ill  Con- 


fequences,  from  a  Wound  feemingly  fo 


terrible. 

.#•  ,  <.  ~  -  T  .•  • 


OBSERVATIONS. 

By  this  Cafe  we  may  fee  how  abfolutely 
neceffary  it  is  to  examine,  (after  the  Ope¬ 
ration)  whether  any  extraneous  Body  is 
forced  in,  or  drove  thro’  the  Coverings 
of  the  Brain,  fmce  the  Symptoms  did  not 
go  off  after  trepaning  5  but  continued,  till 

the  piece  of  Hat  was  extracted. - It  1 

will  therefore  be  always  prudent  to  enquire, 
whether  the  Head  was  covered  at  the  Time 

;  ty  ...  -  4  *  >  •  5  4  ‘  r  '  '  VI, 

of  receiving  the  Injury ;  and  alfo  whether 
the  Hat,  Cap,  or  Handkerchief,  &c.  has 
loft  any  part  of  its  Subftance  $  and  more 

efpecially 


efpecially  in  Wounds,  inflidted  by  Mufket 
Balls,  wliich  muft  always  be  attended  with 
fomething  of  this  Nature ;  for  extraneous 
Bodies  are  frequently  drove  Under  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  beyond  the  reach  of  ocular  In- 
fpeftion  5  Fraftures  therefore  of  the  Head, 
made  by  Piftol-Balls,  altho’  there  fhould 
be  two  Apertures  in  the  Skull,  fhould  un¬ 
dergo  an  Operation,  notwithftanding  what 
fome  Authors  have  faid  to  the  contrary  $ 
fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that  the  Ball  or  Slug 
fhould  perforate  the  Head,  about  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  temporal  Bone,  and 
pafs  obliquely  upwards,  making  its  exit 
thro’  the  parietal ;  I  fay  in  fuch  a  Cafe  the 
1  Trepan  ought  to  be  applied,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  if  there  is  a  Coma ;  for  is  it  not 
reafonabie  to  believe,  that  either  a  Splinter 
of  the  Bone,  Wadding,  or  part  of  a  Slug, 
i  or  a  whole  Slug,  may  be  lodged  out  of 
t]  fight  upon  the  Brain  ?  And  pray  can  we 
3  expert  to  fave  the  Patient's  Life,  whilft 
I  fuch  extraneous  Bodies  remain?  —  Befides, 

[]  there  is  another  reafon  why  the  whole  piece 
;  of  the  Bone  fhould  be  fawed  out  from  one 

F  %  .  Perfo- 
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Perforation  to  the  other,  which  is,  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  Difcharge  to  the  extravafated  Blood, 
which  muft  follow  fuch  Accidents;  fince 
Mufket-Balls  cannot  make  their  Paffage 
without  wounding  at  lead:  fome  of  the  ar¬ 
terial  or  venal  Tubes,  which  are  impreft 
as  it  were  on  the  internal  Surface  of  the 
Skull,  from  which  their  Contents  will  be 
continually  dripping  on  the  Meninges  of 
the  Brain,  which  in  time  muft  form  Ab- 
feeffes,  and  large  Suppurations  of  the  Brain 
itfelf.  We  have  fome  Inftances  of  fuch 
Misfortunes,  and  therefore,  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  giving  you  one,  which  is  in 
Le  Draris  Obfervations,  Chap.  XXIV, 
p.  83.  —  The  Subftance  of  which  is  as 
follows. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1721.  a  Wo¬ 
man,  about  26  years  of  Age,  received  a 
Wound  by  a  Piftol  clapped  clofe  to  her  1 
Head,  and  which  made  two  Openings; 
thefe  Wounds  were  dr  eft  in  the  ufual  Man- 

| 

ner  (fays  the  Author,  finding  the  Skull  rea¬ 
dy  trepanned  by  the  Ball)  and  the  next 
day  the  Elevator  to  raife  a  Depreffion,  on 

each 
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each  fide  of  the  Border  of  the  Hole,  and 
the  Lenticular  to  fmooth  the  Edges  were 

only  required  ;  on  the  26th,  the  Dura 

> 

Mater  and  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain  be¬ 
ginning  to  feparate,  thebignefs  of  a  large  Nut 
was  cut  off,  and  this  Operation  was  repeated 
three  different  times,  from  this  to  the  3d  of 
March ;  notwithft  anding  the  Syndons  and  Pref- 
fure  of  Lint,  to  refill  the  exceflive  Motion  of 
the  Brain,  grinding  of  the  Teeth,  Deliri¬ 
um  and  Fever,  preceded  by  Shiverings  con- 
flantly  attended  each  Drelling,  till  the  9th 
of  March  j  afterwards  a  Calm  fucceeded  for 
fix  or  feven  Days,  at  the  Expiration  of  this 
'  Term,  the  fame  Symptoms  returned,  with 
;  a  copious  Suppuration  of  the  Brain,  which 
walhed  off  five  Shots  and  three  Slugs.  The 
Quantity  of  Pus  decreafed,  when  thefe 
extraneous  Bodies  were  dilcharged,  whole 
weight  had  occafioned  an  Inflammation  be¬ 
fore.— The  Cure  was  finilhed  by  the  1 5th 
of  May. 


?  3 


Of 
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Of  an  Incifed  Wound  thro  the  Cra¬ 
nium,  and  of  another  Wound  on  the 
Scalp,  caufng  Symptoms  of  a  Frac¬ 
ture  cured  without  Trepaning. 

The  Second  Cafe  of  a  FraSfure  of  the  Cranium. 

A  Negro  Fellow  named  Tom,  belonging 
to  the  Hon.  fames  Carter,  Efq;  of  Barba¬ 
dos,  about  the  latter  end  of  March  1748, 
was  difcovered  ftealing  Provifion  out  of  the 
Ground,  in  the  Night;  fuch  as  Yams, 
Edder,  and  the  like.  The  Watchman  of 
the  Field  endeavoured  to  take  him,  on 
which  a  fevere  Battle  enfued  :  Amongft  fe- 
veral  other  Wounds,  the  Thief  received 
two  large  ones  by  an  Incifion  of  the  Head ; 
one  of  thefe  opened  the  Skull  near  three 
Inches  on  the  left  parietal  Bone,  down  to 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  Os  Frontale ;  it  was 
fo  wide,  that  the  Meninges  of  the  Brain 
were  feen  thro’  it ;  the  other  Wound  was 
on  the  right  fide,  in  length  about  two 
Inches,  near  to  the  temporal  Bone,  but 
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without  a  Fra£ture.  —  About  three  days  af¬ 
ter  I  was  called  in  by  the  Doftor  of  the 
Plantation,  when  I  found  the  Negroe  as  . 
defcribed,  and  attended  with  gratings  of 
the  Teeth,  Spafms,  Ravings,  Watchings  and’ 
the  like.  „  ,  < 

On  removing  the  Dreffings  of  that 
Wound  with  a  Cut  thro’  the  Bone,  I  found 

j  v  -  ./  '  .  A  '  • 

the  Membranes  of  the  Brain  untoucht,  the 

>  e  ,  <»  i  '  J  ^  '.*■  ' 

*  '  'j 

Cleft  was  wider  than  the  Edge  of  a  Crown- 
Piece,  and  fome  little  Pieces  of  Bone  flood 
jagged  about  the  Edges,  which  having  re¬ 
moved,  I  made  the  inward  Edges  of  the 
Bone  fmooth  :  as  I  could  find  neither  De- 

i  ...  9  - 

preflion  nor  Extravafation,  I  thought  it 
unnecefiary  to  apply  the  Trepan,  therefore 
the  Bone  was  covered  with  dry  Lint,  and 
over  all  a  Digeftive  applied.  The  other 

Wound  on  the  right  fide  was  dreft  as  a 

*  \  - 

Wound  by  Incifion,  having  firft  taken  off 
the  Angles  of  the  Scalp.  —  Twelve  Ounces 
of  Blood  were  now  taken  from  his  Armr 
and  a  Clyfter  ordered  at  Night,  with  a 
flender  Diet. 

F  4 


Next 
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Next  Morning,  notwithftanding  his  Bleed¬ 
ing,  the  Symptoms  were  encreafed,  his 
Speech  faltered.  Deliriums  with  furious 
Ravings  fucceeded,  and  he  had  not  once 
clofed  hisi  Eyes,  from  the  time  of  receiving 
the  Wounds ;  yet  the  Dreffings  came  off, 
with  a  laudable  Difcharge.  —  I  now  laid 
open  the  Wound  on  the  right  fide,  when 
I  difcovered  the  Pericranium  not  wholly  di¬ 
vided,  but  only  here  and  there  cut  thro', 
which  I  laid  open  to  the  Bone,  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Wound.  —  Being  dreft  up, 
more  Blood  was  taken  away,  and  his  Clyf- 
ter  repeated.  —  The  next  day  his  Symp¬ 
toms  were  aflwaged,  which  daily  abated,  and 
at  the  proper  time  die  Edges  of  the  divid¬ 
ed  Bone  fcaled  off,  and  the  cementing  Fluid 
iffued  forth,  to  rejoin  the  Difunion :  The 
Cure  was  compleated  in  about  nine  weeks, 
and  I  left  him  under  the  Care  of  Mr.  Carter . 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Spafms,  Ravings,  Watchings  and 
Deliriums,  which  attended  the  Patient,  did 

not 
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not  proceed  from  the  incifed  and  fra&ured 
Bone,  but  from  the  Injury  committed 
on  the  'Pericranium ,  in  the  other  Wound, 
as  it  was  only  divided  in  part,  and  there¬ 
fore  by  oppolite  actions,  as  hauling  and 
twitching,  brought  on  an  Inflammation 
upon  the  Dura  Mater ,  as  thefe  Membranes 
have  a  Connexion  thro’  the  Sutures  of  the 
Head.  That  thefe  violent  Symptoms  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  an  Inflammation  of  the  Me¬ 
ninges  of  the  Brain,  and  originally  by  con- 
fent  from  the  torn  Pericranium ,  feems  very 
evident,  fince  they  all  went  off  as  foon  as 
the  Incifion  was  carried  through  its  whole 
length. 


III.  Of  a  FraElure  of  the  Head ,  with 


a  Suppuration  of  the  Brain. 

In  the  Month  of  Augujl ,  1740,  Robert 
Simmons ,  a  Boy  of  about  10  years  of  age. 
Son  of  Farmer  Summons  of  Maidenhead- 
Farm,  diftant  from  Reading  about  7  Miles, 
being  in  the  Field  in  Harveft  Time,  receiv¬ 
ed 
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ed  a  Blow  or  Kick  from  one  of  the  Hor- 
fes  in  a  Cart,  which  fradlured  the  fron¬ 
tal  Bone  on  the  left  fide,  in  feveral  pieces, 
and  bent  the  Forehead  inwards,  like  to  a 
large  Bruife  in  a  tin,  copper,  or  pewter  Vef- 
fel ;  the  Depreffure  reached  near  down  to 
the  Minor  Canthus:  A  neighbouring  Quack- 
Surgeon,  fpiritually  authorifed,  to  lop,  dif- 
member,  &c.  was  fetched  in  to  the  Boy's 
Afliftance,  who  immediately  promifed  a 
perfeft  Cure,  and  in  a  fliort  time,  —  But 
after  having  him  under  his  Care,  for  five 
or  fix  days,  drefling  the  Wounds,  (I  doubt 
not)  but  with  his  Samaritan  Balfam,  never 
failing  Plaifters,  and  fuch  like  Noftrums ; 
the  Patient  became  raving,  and  was  afflidled 
with  convulfive  Spafms :  On  which  the 
Boafter  much  affrighted,  took  his  Leave, 
and  pronounced  him  irrecoverable.  On  the 
nth  of  Augu jl  early  in  the  Morning  I  was 
called  out  of  v  my  Bed  to  the  Patient,  when 
I  [found  him  delirious,  with  an  Inflamma¬ 
tion  on  his  Head  and  Face  of  the  Eryfipa- 
lous  Kind,  and  fwoln  to  fo  great  a  degree 
that  I  could  fcarce  difcover  either  his  Eyes, 

Nofe, 
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Nofe,  or  Mouth;  and  the  whole  Head 
feemed  a  Mafs  of  foft  Dough.  On  re¬ 
moving  the  Pledgits,  and  extracting  the 
Plugs  cram’d  into  his  Head,  there  flowed 
a  bloody  Ichor  from  the  infide  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium  ;  the  Wound  was  larger  than  a  Crown- 
piece.  On  fearching  with  my  Probe,  I 
found  the  Edges  of  the  fra&ured  Bones, 
forming  an  Arch,  with  part  of  the  frontal 
and  temporal  Mufcles  lacerated. 

Having  every  thing  neceflary  for  tre- 
paning,  I  made  an  Incifion  in  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  frontal  Bone,  firfl:  meafuring 
with  a  String  from  the,  middle  of  the  Chin 
to  the  coronal  Suture,  left  I  fhould  in¬ 
jure  the  Sinus  Longitudinalis  of  the  Dura 
Mater.  —  Having  removed  the  Scalp  and 
Pericranium,  I  cut  out  a  piece  of  the  found 
Bone,  with  about  a  fifth  of  the  Fracture, 
on  which  blued  out  fome  extra  vafated 

*  r  -C  -  ’ 

Blood ;  it  was  through  this  Perforation 
that  the  Elevator  was  introduced,  between 
the  Bone  and  Meninges  of  the  Brain,  and 
the  depreft  or  inward  bent  Bones  were 
raifed  up  and  reftored  to  their  natural 

Situa- 


Situation,  whilft  the  loofe  Fragments  were 
taken  away.  During  the  Operation,  Mat¬ 
ter  or  Pus  flowed  from  the  inferior  part 
of  the  Wound,  and  through  the  lacerated 
Dura  Mater ,  which  Membrane  I  opened, 
and  there  difcovered  a  Fragment  or  Splin¬ 
ter  of  the  Bone,  which  had  been  forced 
through  into  the  Brain.  This  I  extracted,  and 
then  dilated  the  Membranes  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Wounds,  on  which  near  half 
a  common  Glafs  full  of  the  cortical  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Brain  and  Pus  were  difcharg- 
ed ;  this  opening  was  fufficient  to  prevent 
a  fecond  Suppuration,  fince  the  Difcharge 
afterwards  daily  decreafed,  and  the  Cure 
was  perfected  in  good  Time  ;  fome  of  the 
Bones  rejoined  themfelves,  after  they  had 
fcaled  around  their  Edges;  a  low  Diet, 
Bleeding,  Bliftering,  Fomentations,  &c. 
were  carefully  ufed  during  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  Cure,  which  was  at  laft  happily 
finiflied  to  the  great  Satisfattion  of  his 
Parents  and  himfelf. 
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IV.  Of  a  Concuffton  of  the  Brain ,  without 
a  FraElure  or  FiJJure >  made  by  a 
blunt  Weapon . 

In  February ,  1744,  a  Negro  Fellow 

named  To/#,  the  Property  of  Henry  Warren , 
Efq;  M.  D.  of  Barbados ,  received  a  Blow 
on  the  left  Bregma ,  with  a  fmall  contufed 
Wound  3  it  was  dreft  as  fuch  by  the  Prac¬ 
titioner  of  the  Family,  and  treated  as  a  com¬ 
mon  Wound :  The  fecond  or  third  day  a 
Fever  enfued  with  violent  Pains  of  the 
Head,  Watchings,  Ravings,  Lofs  of  Senfe, 
with  other  Symptoms,  which  accompany 
Fraftures  of  the  Cranium 3  being  called  in, 
about  the  fourth  day,  I  could  not  find 
with  the  Probe,  nor  otherwife,  any  rough- 
nefs  or  afperity  of  the  Bone  $  however  as 
the  Symptoms  were  violent,  I  removed  the 

1  • 

Scalp  and  Pericranium,  by  a  thorough  In- 
cifion,  tho’  the  Membrane  was  found  and 
adhered  firmly  to  the  Bone ;  but  even  then 
could  not  difcover  either  Fracture,  Fiffure 
or  Deprefiion,  altho’  I  had  gently  wiped 

1  the 
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the  denuded  Bone  with  Ink  and  Water.  — 
I  dreffed  it  up  with  dry  Lint  on  the  Bone, 
over  which  1  placed  a  Digeftive,  and  fecur- 
ed  them  by  the  Ample  Kerchief  Bandage 
twelve  Ounces  of  Blood  were  drawn  from 
his  Arm,  and  a  Clyfter  was  thrown  up 
afterwards. — Next  day  the  Symptoms  were 
greatly  alleviated  3  however,  more  Blood 
was  taken  away,  and  the  Clyfter  repeated, 
which,  in  a  few  hours,  abated  his  Com¬ 
plaints  ;  every  Symptom  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  difappeared,  the  Wound  had  a 
laudable  Digeftion,  and  we  believed  him  to 
be  out  of  Danger ;  accordingly  I  took  my 
Leave,  committing  him  to  the  Care  of  that 
excellent  Practitioner  Mr.  John  Linahan ; 
but  it  was  not  many  days  before  I  was 
again  called  in,  the  Symptoms  being  return¬ 
ed  and  encreafed  ;  for  now  he  was  afflicted 
with  a  Coma,  and  faltering  in  his  Speech ; 
his  Words  alfo  were  inarticulate ;  thefe 
Symptoms,  and  his  lethargic  Condition 

induced  me  to  think,  that  there  muft  be  a 

* 

Fiffure,  and  that  it  had  efcaped  my  No¬ 
tice  j  I  therefore  made  ufe  of  the  Rugine, 

and 
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and  fcraped  the  Bone  till  the  Blood  ap¬ 
peared,  but  even  then,  no  FifTure  could  be 
found.  We  dreft  up  as  before,  and  he  was 
again  let  Blood, — Next  day  he  was  feized 
with  a  Paralyhs  of  his  right  Eye-lid,  which 
in  a  few  hours  clofed ;  his  right  Arm,  Side, 
Thigh  and  Leg  became  fiiff,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter,  the  Abdomen  became  hard,  and  almoft 
without  Motion,  and  Clyfters,  tho’  of  the 
moft  ftimulating  Quality,  had  no  EfFe£L 
As  the  Sugar  Crop  was  now  begun,  and 
the  Negroe  was  of  great  ufe,  the  Opera¬ 
tion  was  deferred  till  this  Time,  that  his 
Mafter  might  not  lofe  the  Advantage  of 
his  Labour ;  but  it  being  now  evident,  that 
a  Concuffion  of  the  Brain  was  the  Caufe 
of  the  Trouble,  the  Trepan  was  applied, 
and  the  Bone  was  taken  out,  on  which 
fome  extravafated  Blood  appeared  on  the 
Surface  of  the  Dura  Mater ,  which  did  not 
adhere  to  the  Cranium  internally.  On  ex¬ 
amining  the  piece  of  Bone,  it  was  found, 
tho'  at  firft  I  thought  it  was  crack'd ;  for 
an  Impreffion  of  a  capillary  venal  Twig 
of  this  Membrane  had,  on  a  curfory  View, 
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the  femblance  of  a  fmall  Fiflure,  which 
had  almofl:  led  me  into  a  Miftake. — How¬ 
ever  his  Symptoms  abated  fome  time  after 
the  Performance  of  the  Operation. 

The  Meninges  Cerebri ,  on  removing  the 
firfl:  Dreflings,  puft  up  thro’  the  Aperture 
of  the  Bone,  which  Appearance  made  me 
imagine,  that  fome  Blood  or  Pus  was  re¬ 
tained.  On  making  a  Perforation  with  a 
Lancet,  fome  bloody  Matter  flowed ;  I  then 
dilated  the  Wound  and  unloaded  the  Brain 
of  a  confiderable  quantity  of  Matter. 

The  Cure  was  finiflied  in  fix  weeks  from 
the  Operation,  the  Negroe  became  hearty, 
followed  the  hard  Labour  of  the  Field,  till 
the  time  of  my  leaving  the  Ifland,  in  the 
year  1749,  and  is  now  the  Property  of 
Haines  Gibbs ,  Efq;  who  married  the  eldeft 
Daughter  of  Dr.  Warren . 


REFLEXIONS. 

As  there  appeared  on  the  Head  no 
marks  either  of  Fracture,  Fiflure  or  De- 
preflion,  and  as  the  external  Pericraniu?ny 

retained 
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t  retained  its  Adhefion,  and  alfo  the  firft 
1  bad  Symptoms  abated  after  fcalping  and 
r  went  off  by  repeated  Bleedings,  I  was  in- 
>  duced  to  defer  the  Application  of  the  Tre- 
j  phine,  fince  Contufions  and  Lacerations 
)  of  the  Scalp,  efpecially  when  the  Aponeu- 
I  rofes  of  the  temporal  and  frontal  Mufcles 
3  are  injured,  will  bring  on  Inflammation* 
5  and  fuch  Symptoms  as  are  not  unlike  thofe 
:  of  an  injured  Brain. — On  the  other  hand* 
if  the  Patient  had  fallen  from  a  Horfe, 
f  high  Precipice,  &c.  I  fhould  on  the  Ap- 
3  proach  of  the  Symptoms,  have  readily  re- 
«  folved  on  the  Operation,  concluding,  that 
L  there  muft  be  a  Concuflion  of  the  Brain, 

:  becaufe  when  A6Hon  and  Reaction  happen* 
s  as  it  were  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time, 

S  fuch  Oppofitions  will  caufe  violent  Com- 
.1  motions  in  the  Brain,  and  thereby  a  Rup- 
1  ture  in  fome  of  the  internal  blood  Veflels, 

I  in  their  membranous  Coverings,  or  at  leaft 
i  in  the  vafcular  Fibres,  which,  as  fo  many 
J  Ligaments,  fallen  the  Dura  Mater  to  the 
1  Cranium ,  from  which  Extravafations  hap- 
cpen;  for  when  the  Force  is  imprefled  on 

G  the 
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the  Head,  and  neither  the  Body  gives  way, 
nor  the  Cranium  yields  to  the  Blow  by 
breaking,  the  violent  Shock  muft  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  Brain,  and  a  fudden  or  mo¬ 
mentary  Agitation  will  follow,  capable  of 
rupturing  fome  of  the  fmaller  venal  Ca¬ 
nals.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Re- 

-  . 

covery  of  his  Limbs,  Speech,  Sight  and 
periftaltic  Motion,  did  not  happen  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  Operation,  but  they  gra¬ 
dually  regained  their  own  peculiar  Facul¬ 
ties,  and  the  Symptom  that  firft  disap¬ 
peared,  was  the  comatous  Lethargy  ;  which 
flrengthens  the  Opinion,  that  a  Coma  is 
a  true  Prognoftic  of  a  Concuffion  of  the 
Brain. 

A  Concuffion  with  an  Extravafation  may 
alfo  be  known  in  the  Operation  of  the 
Trepan;  for  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  Bone  \ 
cut  out,  will  be  fixed  in  the  Crown  oF 
the  Saw,  becaufe  the  Fibrillae  which  fallen  : 
the  Dura  Mater  to  the  Cranium  are  broke, 
and  the  Meninges  of  the  Brain  are  preffed 
from  it  downwards,  partly  by  the  Injury, 
and  partly  by  the  Weight  of  the  extravafat- 1 

ed 
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ed  Blood,  and  therefore  can  have  no  long¬ 
er  Conta£l  with  the  Skull  5  on  the  other 
Hand,  in  Fractures  where  there  is  little  or 
no  Extravafation,  the  piece  faw’d  through 
will  adhere  by  thefe  Fibrillae  to  the  Mem¬ 
brane. 

I  conceive  fuch  Obfervations  are  abun¬ 
dantly  fufficient  to  convince  us,  that  vio¬ 
lent  Blows  on  the  Head  will  caufe  a  Tre¬ 
mor,  like  to  the  Vibrations  of  a  Glafs- 
VefTel  on  Percuffion,  and  that  fuch  momen¬ 
tary  Agitations  are  capable  of  rending  afun- 
der  the  Fibres  which  unite  the  Membranes 
to  the  internal  Bone,  and  more  efpecial- 
ly  if  the  Head  refills  the  Force  impelled. 

In  curing  Fraftures  of  the  Cranium ,  let 
me  remind  you,  that  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  an  Exfoliation  from  the  Mar¬ 
gin  of  the  perforated  or  faw’d  Bone  fhould 
be  perfected ;  for  without  this,  a  thin  cal¬ 
lous  Subfiance  will  form  the  Cicatrice, 
which  can  be  no  Safeguard  to  the  Brain 
for  the  future :  Therefore  let  the  Scalp  be 
kept  from  covering  the  Bone,  till  fuch  time 
as  the  parts  have  fcaled  around,  which  Ope- 
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ration  of  Nature  is  often  very  vifible,  and 
fometimes  infenfible ;  however  this  lafl:  Per- 
formance  may  be  known  by  the  gelatinous 
grain-like  Globules,  fhooting  from  the 
Edges  of  the  perforated  Bone,  which  in 
a  few  Days,  meeting  in  a  central  Point,  fill 
up  the  Orifice,  and  produce  a  ftrong  and 
firm  Prote&ion, form’d  into  bony  Spirals.  And 
afterwards  the  Patient  has  no  Occafion  to 
be  burdened  with  wearing  a  tin,  lead,  or 
filver  Plate,  fo  much  talked  of,  by  fome 
ancient  and  modern  Writers, 

When  the  Head  is  fuffered  to  heal  with¬ 
out  this  mafterly  Workmanfhip  of  Na¬ 
ture,  may  not  the  Pulfation  of  the  Dura 
Mater  be  feen  and  felt  through  ?  and  is  not 
the  Perfon  daily  under  Danger  of  a  hid¬ 
den  Death,  by  a  Blow,  a  Fall,  or  any  heavy 
Body  falling  on  the  part  ?  or  will  he  not 
ever,  after  be  fubjecl  to  Pains  in  the  Head,  | 
or  Dimnefs  of  Sight,  on  the  Alteration  of 
Weather  ?  Nay  does  he  not  rifque  the  Ha¬ 
zard  of  his  Brains  burfting  out  on  violent 
Inflammations  and  Coughs  ?  Befides,  is  he 
not  in  Peril  of  falling  into  a  Lethargy,  or 

lofing 
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lofing  in  fome  Meafure  the  Ufe  of  Reafon, 
by  Nature  forming  fome  time  afterwards 
a  bony  elaftic  Covering,  which,  by  over 
growing  and  preffing  on  the  Brain  will 
flop,  or  at  leaft  impede  the  Circulation  in 
the  Meninges  Cerebri  ?  Surely  you  will  not 
controvert  thefe  things,  and  therefore,  as 
an  Inftance  of  one  of  thefe  Misfortunes,  1 
fhall  quote  the  Cafe  related  by  Dr.  Jamie - 

f  .  *  •  i 

Jon ,  in  the  2d  Vol.  of  the  Scotch  Medical 
EJJays ,  p.  217.  ,  ~  / 

€c  Some  Slates  falling  from  the  Roof  of 
<c  a  Houfe  four  Stories  high,  upon  the 
<c  Head  of  a  Girl  about  thirteen  years  of 
“  age,  broke  and  fhattered  her  Cranium  at 

“  '  '  ■  .  ,  *  *  x  b  V.-i  1 

<c  the  Place  where  the  fagittal  and  coronal 
“  Sutures  meet,  making  a  Depreffion  of 
<£  the  Bone  of  about  four  Inches  Diameter. 
C£  The  Symptoms  attending  this  Accident 
££  were  common,  viz.  an  univerfal  Stupor , 
cc  blooding  at  the  Nofe,  Difficulty  of  breath- 
C£  ing,  with  a  full  irregular  Pulfe.  I  ini- 
cc  mediately  took  twelve  Ounces  of  Blood 
€C  from  her  Arm,  and  fent  for  all  the  Phy- 

G  3  “  ficians 
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ic  ficians  and  Surgeons  of  this  Place,  who 
*  agreed  to  trepan  her  fpeedily,  which  I 
ic  performed.  When  I  endeavoured  to  raife 
tc  the  deprefled  Pieces  of  Bone,  they  were 
Cc  all  found  feparated  from  the  neighbour- 
u  ing  found  Bone,  and  therefore  were  all 
cc  brought  away,  and  fo  left  a  terrible  Chafm 
€C  in  the  Cranium .  The  Dura  Mater  was 
<c  covered  with  a  Syndon  dipped  in  Mel  Ro- 
cc  far .  with  a  little  Tinfiture  of  Myrrh . 
ct  Pledgets  wet  in  the  Tinfture  were  ap- 
plied  to  the  Cranium ,  and  the  other 
common  Dreffings  were  put  on.  Being 
laid  in  Bed,  an  emollient  Clyfter  was  in- 
u  jefted,  and  procured  two  plentiful  Stools  ; 
€C  and  before  Night  flie  recovered  the  Ufe 
of  her  Tongue,  and  all  the  other  parts 
u  of  her  Body,  except  the  left  Arm,  which 
“  continued  in  a  paralytick  State  for  eight 


<c  She  was  kept  at  a  low  Diet;  and  the 
"  Cure  went  very  fuccefsfully  on,  and  was 
"  completed  fo  far  in  three  Months,  that  the 
"  Teguments  were  cicatrized. 


"  On 
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<€  On  the  fifth  Day  after  her  Wound,  I 
“  had  caufed  a  Plate  of  Lead  to  be  made 
“  for  covering  all  the  Dreffings,  and  kept 
“  it  on  all  the  Time  fhe  was  under  my_ 
“  Care,  with  two  Pieces  of  broad  Tape 
“  put  through  four  Holes,  one  on  each  fide 
“  of  the  Plate  before,  and  the  other  two 
<c  behind,  tying  the  Ends  under  the  lower 
<c  Jaw,  and  behind  the  Occiput . 

<c  Notwithstanding  the  Wound  being 
cc  fkinned  over,  I  recommended  the  conftant 
“  Ufe  of  the  Plate  of  Lead  laid  over  a  Corn- 
<c  prefs  upon  the  Cicatrice,  to  fupply  the 
cc  Want  of  Bone ;  and  fhe  kept  it  on  two 
cc  Months  after  I  left  off  feeing  her  3  but 
cc  then  thinking  herfelf  fecure,  fhe  laid  it 
<£  afide,  and  continued  well  feven  Months 
cc  more,  when  the  Kink-cough ,  ytujjis  con - 
“  vulfiva)  then  epidemick  in  this  Place, 

<c  feized  her  ;  and  was  fo  violent  one  Night 
“  when  fhe  was  in  Bed,  that  the  Cicatrice 
<c  in  her  Head  was  lacerated,  and  the  Brain 
“  was  pufhed  out  at  the  Teguments.  Be- 
“  ing  inflantly  called  for,  I  found  above 
*c  two  Ounces  of  the  Brain  lying  on  the 

G  4  es  Scalp ; 
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“  Scalp :  After  cleanfmg  this  away,  I  ap- 
gc  plied  Dreffings  with  the  Plate  of  Lead 
C£  over  them,  thereby  preventing  a  greater 
<c  Difcharge. 

<c  The  Symptoms  that  followed  this  direful 
Accident  were  an  entire  Paralyjis  of  the 
€c  Limbs, (he  retaining  ftill  the  Ufe  of  herRea- 
(C  fon  and  Tongue,  but  much  inclined  to 
“  Sleep,  with  a  low  deprefled  Pulfe  and  An- 
**  xietas  Cordis ,  and  her  Urine  was  difcharged 
<c  involuntarily.  In  this  Condition  fhe  con- 
tinued  five  Days,  and  then  died.  Her 
Friends  did  not  allow  any  Infpe&ion  in- 
**  to  the  State  of  her  Brain  after  Death. 

“  This  Girl's  Cafe  will  teach  us  how  lit- 
*c  tie  we  need  be  furprifed  at  tormenting 
cc  Head-achs  being  brought  on  by  frequent 
cc  violent  coughing,  when  the  Brain  muft 
^£  be  fo  ftrongly  prefied  on  the  Cranium . 

(C  We  may  likewife  learn,  from  the  un- 

C£  happy  Accident  that  occafioned  this  Girl's 

> 

?£  Death,  to  be  very  careful  to  fupply  any 
££  Part  of  the  Cranium  that  is  wanting, 
?£  efpecially  after  the  Bones  of  it  are  fo 
a  firmly  joined  as  ip  prevent  their  yield- 
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«*  ing,  and  thereby  enlarging  the  Cavity 
“  within  them. 

•  ■  -  .  -  ..  t  ,'i  w  .  • - »  ■-  ■  *  «  A.5.V'  Ci 

“  Since  I  did  not  open  the  Body,  l  ean 
“  pretend  to  affign  no  Caufe,  why  the 
“  Parts  furnilhed  with  Nerves  from  the 
5C  Medulla  Spinalis  Ihould  have  been  fo  much 
c<  affedted  with  Palfy  in  the  five  laft  days 
cc  fhe  lived,  while  fhe  retained  her  Speech 
<c  and  Senfes,  contrary  to  what  might 

cc  have  been  expedted.” 

*'■■■ 

By  way  of  APHORISM.  ... 

s'  \  k  '  -  ,  ''  ‘  »  if 

,  ’  '  •'  \  ‘  ;  rf  .  ••  \  . 

.  :  ,  '  >  .  .4. 

Fiflures  are  to  be  difeovered  by  two  dif- 
ferent  Methods,  Ink  and  the  Rugine .  The 
former  diredts  us  by  infinuating  itfelf  in¬ 
to  the  Crack,  after  wiping  the  Bone  over 
with  it ;  but  here  the  young  Artift  muft  be 
particularly  careful  that  he  does  not  take 
a  Suture  for  a  Fiffure,  fince  the  black 
Fluid  will  ftain  both. 

The  Rugine,  or  Rafpatory,  is  the  other 
Method,  and  is  a  very  fafe  and  neceflary 
Inftrument :  It  may  be  ufed  till  fuch  Time 
as  the  Blood-Yeffels  of  the  Cranium  begin 
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to  pour  out  their  Contents,  and  ftain  the 
Bone.  —  Some  Care  is  requifite,  left  the 
'Periofleum,  or  the  Sutures  and  the  Infer- 
tions  of  the  Mufcles  Ihould  be  wounded  in 
this  Operation. — You  have  two  Advan¬ 
tages  arifing  from  this  Method ;  for  if 
there  Ihould  not  be  a  Crack,  this  Inftru- 
ment  will  bring  on  Granulations  of  new 
Flefh,  and  promote  a  lpeedy  Cure ;  and 
alfo  prevent  the  Bones  becoming  foul, 
by  admitting  a  new  Influx  of  vital  Hu¬ 
mours. 

If  a  Fiflure  Ihould  be  vifible,  the  Tre¬ 
pan  Ihould  not  be  applied,  till  the  Rugine 

'.S’.  v 

has  been  ufed,  (except  you  are  certain  that 
it  runs  through  the  whole  Bone)  becaufe 
fonietimes  it  is  no  deeper  than  the  Diploe, 
and  often  reaches  not  fo  far ;  in  fuch  a 
Cafe  the  Rugine  is  neceflary  for  its  Certain¬ 
ty,  and  may  lave  the  Trouble  of  the  Ope¬ 
ration. 

The  Scalp  Ihould  always  be  entirely  cut 
out  the  whole  length  of  the  Fiflure  at 
leaft,  becaufe  by  fo  doing  you  prevent 
the  Matter  lodging  between  it  and  the 

Bone, 
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Bone,  and  will  not  rifque  a  Caries  or  Ab- 
fcefs  on  the  Head. 

When  the  Pericranium  adheres  firmly  to 
the  Bone,  it  muft  not  be  fcraped  off  with 
the  Rugine,  but  be  cut  through  with  a 
fine  Scalpel,  without  any  Inequalities  in 
its  Edge,  and  the  Incifion  muft  be  one  and 
the  fame ;  for  if  any  of  this  Membrane 
fhould  be  left  only  partly  divided,  a  Fe¬ 
ver  and  Inflammation  will  fucceed. 

If  the  Fratture  or  Fiflure  fhould  be 
large  and  very  long,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  apply  the  Trephine  at  each  Extremity  $ 
alfo  if  it  fhould  crofs  any  Suture,  there 
muft  be  an  Excilion  of  the  Bone  on  each 
Side  of  fuch  Suture. 

When  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
applying  the  Trephine,  it  may  be  perform¬ 
ed  immediately.  The  Reafon  why  the 
Ancients  and  fome  Moderns  have  deferred 
the  Operation  till  the  Day  after  Scalping, 
was  on  Account  of  the  profufe  Haemor¬ 
rhage,  which  often  follows,  fince  aftrin- 
gent  Powders  and  Bandages  were  em¬ 
ployed  t^^ftop^^ch  Fluxes  of  Blood. - 

But 
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But  now  we  have  a  Method  more  certain' 
which  is  the  Needle  and  Thread. 

When  there  is  no  Wound  on  the  Head, 
nor  any  FifTure  after  Scalping,  yet  often 
the  Trepan  is  neceffary;  for  there  may  be 
a  Fiffure  of  the  inward  Table  only,  or  part 
of  it  may  be  feparated,  or  bent  inwards; 
and  thefe  Diforders  are  far  more  dangerous 

than  Fradtures.  - Hippocrates  has  taken 

Notice  of  thefe  Misfortunes  ( De  locis  in  ho- 
mine)  where  he  afferts,  “  that  if  the  Bone 
£C  is  crackt,  and  the  Fiffure  proceeds  in- 
£C  wardly,  the  Cafe  is  very  dangerous  f  He 
adds,  <c  that  the  Saw  is  to  be  ufed,  in  order 
cc  to  prevent  the  Sanies  from  flowing  thro’ 
<c  the  Fiffure  of  the  Bone  upon  the  Dura 
Mater ,  and  fo  putrefying  the  fame.” 

This  Aphorifm  has  an  Exception ;  for 
the  Trepan  muff  not  be  applied  in  Depref- 
fions  of  the  Head  in  Children,  becaufe 
their  Bones  are  too  flexible  to  bear  the 
Force ;  and  not  only  on  this  Account,  but 

they  will  alfo  in  a  little  Time  recover  their 

1  > 

natural  State  without  any  Afliftance  by 
their  own  elaftic  Springinefs.  — —  A  Cafe  qf 
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this  Nature  happened  to  a  Baronet  in 
ford/hire,  when  he  was  about  4  Years  of 
Age,  who  by  a  Fall,  had  the  the  frontal 
Bone  on  one  Side  vifibly  indented,  and  for 
a  Day  or  two  had  violent  Symptoms  ; 
fome  propofed  the  Operation,  but  Reafon 
took  place,  and  it  was  deferred;  whilft 
Bleeding,  Clyftering,  and  a  Diet  gave  Re¬ 
lief,  and  the  Bones  recovered  their  natural 
State  in  Time,  by  their  own  Power. 

When  very  violent  Depreffions  with  con¬ 
tinual  bad  Symptoms  attend  Children,  they 
in  fuch  Cafes  may  be  relieved  by  removing 
the  Scalp,  and  difcharging  the  fpilt  Blood 
between  it  and  the  Bone  ;  the  Weight  of 
which,  if  fuffered  to  remain,  would  ob- 
ftruft  its  Recovery,  by  its  own  Power, 
and  alfo  indanger  an  Impofthumation. 

The  Bones  of  Children’s  Heads  being 
foft, flexible  and  not  thoroughly  oflified,  muft 
yield  even  to  a  flight  Injury;  and  therefore 
a  Concuflion  or  Extravafation  on  the  Brain 
can  fcarce  ever  happen  to  fuch  tender  Infants. 

When  the  Cranium  of  an  Adult  is  broke 
into  five  or  fix  Pieces,  you  are  to  reftore 
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'  thofe  Parts  that  have  any  Adhelion,  and  I 
remove  thofe  which  are  feparated  j  fince  the  j 
former  will  rejoin  by  the  cementing  Fluid,  , 

thrown  from  their  own  Velfels  after  their  : 

• 

Edges  have  fcaled. 

When  the  Bone  has  been  cut  through,  | 

*■ 

you  are  to  remove  all  Splinters,  Fragments 
and  Scales  feparated  from  its  Subftance  by 
the  Injury ;  the  Membranes  of  the  Brain 
muft  alfo  be  laid  open  for  the  Difcharge 
of  any  heterogeneous  Bodies,  Matter  or  ex- 
travafated  Fluid}  and  this  Treatment  will 
prevent  a  Suppuration  of  the  Brain,  which 
often  proves  fatal. 

If  any  preternatural  Body  fhould  be  forc¬ 
ed  into  the  Brain,  and  it  cannot  be  ex- 
trafred  through  the  Fracture,  nor  by  Per¬ 
foration,  you  are  not  to  leave  the  Work  to 
Nature  as  fome  have  advifed,  but  make 
another  Excifion  of  the  Bone,  and  extract  ! 
the  unwelcome  Gueft. 

As  to  the  Dreffing  for  Fraftures  of  the 
Skull,  a  Variety  of  Authors  are  to  be  met 
with,  who  give  peculiar  and  tedious  Direc¬ 
tions  }  therefore  for  my  own  Part,  I  think 
x  the 
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the  more  innocent  the  Applications  are,’ 
the  better :  But  I  would  abfolutely  forbid 
the  Ufe  of  Syndons,  lince  their  prelfing 
on  the  Dura  Mater  muft  difturb  the  Pul- 
fation  and  Circulation  in  this  Membrane, 
and  bring  on  Abfcefles  and  large  Suppu¬ 
rations. 

Inftead  of  Syndons  being  placed  upon 
the  Membranes,  I  always  took  Care  that 
nothing  in  the  Dreffings  might  offend  fuch 
nervous  Parts,  and  therefore  with  a  broad 
thick  Pledgit  of  dry  Lint  covered  the  whole 
bare  Bone,  which  not  only  prevented  the 
other  Dreffings  from  injuring  the  Brain,  but 
had  this  good  Quality  of  abforbing  the 
Matter  in  Digeftion,  and  preventing  any 
Sanies  from  drilling  through  the  Orifice 

or  Fracture. - Notwithflanding  this  Care 

it  has  often  happened  that  my  Patients  have 
complained  of  great  Pain  after  Dreffingj 
but  the  Symptoms  have  gone  off  on  re¬ 
moving  them  immediately,  and  were  only 
brought  on  by  fome  of  the  Lint  touching 
the  Dura  Mater,  as  it  might  move  on 
making  the  Bandage  over  all. 


As 


r  96  ] 

As  to  the  Fungus  and  Bunches  or 

'.■i 

Brain  flatting  out  through  the  Wounds  fo 
much  talked  of  by  the  Ancients  and  Mo¬ 
derns,  I  declare,  I  never  had  a  Patient  un¬ 
der  fuch  unhappy  Circumftances.  - —  And 
I  believe  when  they  have  happened,  they 
muft  arife  either  from  improper  Applica¬ 
tions,  as  a  Syndon,  fome  extraneous  Body, 
as  a  Fragment  of  Bone,  Slug,  or  a  Por¬ 
tion  of  whatever  covered  the  Head  at  the 
time  of  the  Accident ;  or  elfe  from  a  Neg- 
le£t  of  dilating  the  Dura  Mater  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Wound }  probably  they  may 
alfo  arife  from  an  ill  Habit  of  Body,  or 
through  Negleft  of  a  proper  low  Regi¬ 
men  during  the  Cure,  all  or  any  of  which 
may  be  prevented  by  the  judicious  and  ex¬ 
perienced  Praftitioners. 

COROLLARY, 

From  what  has  been  faid  and  from  Hif- 
tory  it  appeareth,  that  the  Practice  of  tre- 
paning  is  as  old  as  the  Days  of  Hippocrates, 
for  Fractures,  Fiflures,  Concuflions,  Depref- 
■  lions. 
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fions  and  Pundlures  of  the  Cranium  >  but 
why  fo  fafe  an  Operation  fhould  not  be 
ufeful  in  obftinate  Difeafes  of  the  Head 
arifing  from  inward  Caufes,  and  after  in¬ 
ternal  Medicines  have  for  Years  been  found 
ineffedtual  in  relieving  the  Diftrefled,  I  can¬ 
not  conceive,  fince  fome  particular  Xnftan- 
ces  there  are,  of  violent  Fevers  leaving  the 
Patient  to  linger  out  his  Days  in  a  State  of 
Lunacy,  Palfy,  Lethargy,  lofs  of  Speech, 
nay  often  Foolifhnefs,  continual  Driblings, 
and  the  moft  helplefs  State.  - —  I  fay  how 
melancholy  mull  fuch  Cafes  be  to  themfelves 
and  Family,  and  efpecially  to  the  latter, 
when  the  whole  Subfiflence  depends  upon 
the  Man’s  Labour,  Skill  or  Diredlion?  I 
would  afk  why  fome  Attempt  fhould  not  be 
made  for  Relief,  and  where  can  you  find  an 
Operation  fo  fafe  in  itfelf  as  the  Trepan 
to  open  the  dark  Myftery  of  the  Origin  of 
fuch  violent  Maladies  ? 

a 

It  is  true,  we  know  not  for  Certainty  that 
the  nervous  Coverings  of  the  Brain  are  by 
inward  Diforders  fubjeft  to  Induration, 
Relaxation,  Diftcntion,  Inflammation,  Sup- 


pura- 
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puration,  and  Obftructions.  But  doubt- 
lefs  they  are  liable  to  undergo  fuch  Changes, 
as  well  as  other  nervous  Membranes  in  the 
Body,  fince  their  Structure  is  of  the  fame 
Texture;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  labour 
after  a  Difcovery  of  thofe  Things  which  are 
of  fo  much  Importance  to  every  Individual. 
——  It  is  morally  certain,  that  many  Lives 
have  been  faved  by  this  Operation  alone> 
when  the  Symptoms  arifing  from  the  exter¬ 
nal  Injury  have  had  great  Affinity  with  thofe 
fpringing  from  internal  Caufes ;  Reflections 
drawn  from  fuch  Inftances  might  give  us  fome 
Infight  into  the  nature  of  fuch  Diftempers, 
and  Difcoveries  may  be  hoped  for,  from  an 
Examination  of  the  Brains  of  thofe  who  ex¬ 
pire  under  fuch  Calamities,  fince  fuch  mor¬ 
bid  Bodies  are  the  only  proper  Subjects  for 
fuch  Inquiries.  —  It  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  that  fome  of  our  ingenious  and  ex-  1 
cellent  Hofpital  Surgeons  in  London ,  long 
before  this  time,  would  have  open’d  the 
Doors  of  fuch  dark  Myfteries,  by  peeping 
into  the  State  of  the  Brain  of  the  Maniac, 
and  obliged  the  World  with  their  Obferva- 
tions.  By 
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-  -v  •  <  • 

By  no  means  would  I  have  it  conceived, 
that  this  my  new  Propofal  for  relieving  a 
troubled  Brain,  is,  plann’d  merely  out  of  my 
own  Head ;  being  well  allured  that  there  are 
feveral  Inftances  of  Maniac  People  having 
undergone  this  fafe  and  falutary  Operation, 
and  by  it  been  relieved  after  all  other  Ex¬ 
periments  have  failed ;  Dr.  Barry  of  Corky 
and  fome  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeflion, 

I  find,  recommended  this  Operation  fome 
Years  fince,  to  be  performed  on  a  diftrafted 
Gentleman :  It  is  true  the  Patient  died  in 
ten  Days  after,  though  not  by  the  Opera¬ 
tion.  - He  tells  us  however,  that  the  Head 

being  open’d  after  the  Perfon’s  Deceafe,  the 
Pia  Mater  was  of  a  Colour  between  green 
and  yellow,  and  it  was  hard  and  callous ; 
alfo  in  moft  Places  twice  the  Thicknefs  of 
the  Dura  Mater  without  any  appearance  of 
Veflels,  and  cut  like  foft  Horn. - It  ap¬ 

pears  by  his  account  that  the  Operation  was 
not  profecuted  any  further  than  exciding  the 
Bone  j  whereas  if  the  Lancet  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  through  the  Dura  and  Pia  Mater , 
Relief,  if  not  a  Cure  might  have  been  ex- 

H  2  pefted  ;  , 
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pedted  for  doubtlefs  the  Caufe  of  DiftrafD 
ednefs  in  this  Cafe  proceeded  from  the  Mem¬ 
branes  being  callous,  and  confequently  it 
ought  to  have  been  cut  through,  fmce  it 
was  the  principal  thing  to  be  confider  d ;  if  any 
Fluid  fhould  be  the  Source  of  Madnefs  and 
it  fhould  fluctuate  on  the  Surface  of  the 

-  I 

4 

Membranes,  doubtlefs  the  removing  part 
of  the  Skull  would  be  of  Advantage  in  fuch 
a  Cafe  ;  but  if  the  Fluid  is  feated  either  be¬ 
tween  the  Membranes,  or,  on  the  furface  of 
the  Brain,  trepaning  alone  cannot  remove 
it ;  but  the  Membranes  muft  be  laid  open 
for  its  Evacuation  and  Difcharge  ;  and  if  one 
Perforation  is  not  fufficient,  it  is  abfolutely 
necefiary  to  have  recourfe  to  a  fecond  Ope¬ 
ration  on  the  oppofite  Side,  fmce  they  may 
be  performed  with  as  much  Safety  as  open- 
'  ing  a  Vein  in  the  Arm. - Doubtlefs,  Mad¬ 

nefs  proceeds  from  various  Caufes,  which  1 
we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  as 
yet ;  therefore  I  fnall  take  the  Liberty  of 
defcribing  a  Cafe  different  from  this  related 
by  Dr.  Barry ,  —  viz.  -  '  I 


A 


A  Negroe  Fellow  named  Bujfoe ,  who  for 
feveral  Years  rambled  about  Bndge-'Town  in 
the  Ifl-and  of  Barbados >  being  the  Terror  of 
i  naughty  Children,  infomuch  that  his  Name 
:  filled  every  one  with  fear.  —  I  had  obferved 
a  this  Man  about  two  Years  before  his  Death 
\  fometimes  he  was  quite  ftupid,  fallen,"  de» 
?j  jecfed  and  melancholy,  and  in  his  Parox- 
yfms  he  would  fing,  and  dance  about  the 
Streets  whole  Nights  and  Days  together,  and 
often  at  other  Times  hurft  out  in  Oaths, 
I  -  Ravings  and  furious  Madnefs,  infomuch 
that  the  Officers  of  the  Town  were  obliged 
I  to  confine  him  in  the  Stocks  or  Cage,  till 
his  Fit  of  Madnefs  ceafed.  -T-  So  great  were 
his  Watchings ,  that  he  was  never  obferved  for 
Years' ta  fleep,  though  he  would  fometimes 
lay  himfelf  down  on  the  Pavements,  and  be 
calm.  , .  . 

He  died  in  the  Year  1747,  in  the  Guard 
Prifcn,  and  I  procured  his  Body  for  my  Lec¬ 
tures,  which  I  was  at  that  time  giving  at 
Capt.  William  Bifpams  —  on  taking  off  the 
Skull  in  the  ufual  place,  I  obferved  the 
Membranes  did  not  adhere  to  the  inward 
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Table  of  the  Cranium ,  but  were  relaxed, 
fhrivelled  and  lay  loofe,  the  whole  Brain  was 
wafted  confiderably,  and  its  Texture  was 
very  foft ;  fo  great  a  Quantity  of  yellow  ex- 
travafated  Serum  was  diftributed  over  both 
Ventricles,  that  the  Brain  appeared  in  a 
ftate  of  Fluidity  and  Maceration  -y  there  was 
alfo  no  fmall  quantity  of  bloody  Water  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Box,  after  the  Brain  was 
taken  out. 


"The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Mills. 


Whatever  Difputes  have  happened  among 
Authors  concerning  the  Rules  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  Operation  of  Gaftroraphy,  I  fhould 
not  trouble  myfelf  with  them,  fmce  few,  if 
any,  has  performed  the  Operation  compleat, 
if  we" believe  a  late  Author,  *  who  to  prove 
this,  quotes  Monf.  Du  Verne y\  as  being  the 
moft  eminent  Surgeon  in  the  French  Army, 
and  the  moft  likely  Perfon  to  have  had  an 
Opportunity  of  performing  it ;  but  alas,  this 

*  Sharp's  Operations,  P.  9. 
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Man's  extenfive  Praftice  cannot  furnilh 

nifti  us  with  one  Angle  Inftance. - Is  it 

poflible  ?  or  can  it  be  prefumed,  that  Mif- 
:  fortunes  requiring  the  Operation  of  the 
Gaftroraphy  compleat  are  to  be  found  in 
our  own  Country  ?  and  that  an  Englifti 
Surgeon  can  fatisfy  your  Curiofity  with 
two  Inftances  of  the  like  nature,  both 
which  fell  under  his  own  Care  j  nay,  more 
too,  one  of  the  Patients  was  cured,  yet  this 
j  Surgeon  never  danced  round  the  Hotel  Dieu 
or  La  Charite  ?  —  As  to  the  Etymology  of 
the  Term  I  fhall  take  it  in  it’s  full  Senfe, 
which  is  no  more  than  Hitching  up  any 
Wound  of  the  Belly  ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved 
that  Wounds  of  thisClafs  are  often  complicat¬ 
ed  with  correlponding  ones  in  the  inteftinal 
Tube. 

Auguft  17th,  1739.  I  was  called  up  in 
the  Night  to  vifit  a  young  Man,  Son  of 
Mr.  Mills  the  Wantage  Carrier,  who  was  at 
the  George  Inn  at  Pangborn  a  Village  within 
five  Miles  of  Reading  in  Berks. 

On  my  entering  the  Chamber  I  found 
him  in  Bed,  with  a  Wound,  a  little  below 

H  4  the 
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the  Navel  almoft  down  to  the  Pubes,  and 
great  part  of  his  Bowels  out  of  his  Body,  a 
large  piece  of  his  Cawl  upon  the  Floor,  his 
Afperia  Arteria  or  Wind-pipe  partly  divid¬ 
ed,  and  alfo  perforated  in  two  other  Places* 
•— —  Whilft  the  neceffary  Apparatus  was 
getting  ready,  I  ordered  two  Bottles  of 
Wine  to  be  made  hot ;  we  now  cleans’d  the 
Blood  from  the  Bowels,  by  wafhing  them 
with  a  Sponge  dipt  in  the  Wine ;  finding  one 
of  the  Inteftines  wounded  near  an  Inch  in 
length,  I  took  it  up  with  the  Glover’s  Su¬ 
ture,  and  then  paffed  each  end  of  the 
Threads  through  the  Peritonaeum  and  Muf- 
cles  of  the  wounded  Lips  of  the  Belly,  that 
the  incided  Bowel  might  come  into  Contadl 
with  the  infide  of  the  Wound  ;  one  of  the 
Standers  by  held  thefe  Threads,  whilft  I  fe- 
cured  the  Blood  Veffels  of  the  Epiploon , '  | 
and  returned  the  Bowels  into  the  Cavity ; 
firft  placing  him  on  his  Back,  and  raifing 
his  Hips  and  the  Trunk  of  his  Body  with 
Pillows,  whilft  his  Head  and  Cheft  were 
declined,  by  removing  the  Bolfter  off  the 
Beddings  which  Pofition  kept  the  Tegu¬ 
ments- 
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ments  of  the  Belly  from  being  on  the  ftretch, 
and  facilitated  the  returning  of  the  Bowels 
as  well  as  prevented  their  returning,  in  the 

Operation, - Notwithstanding  what  Au- 

•  thors  have  directed  for  reducing  the  Bowels 
by  obferving  to  return  foil:,  that  Part,  which 
came  out  laid,  I  was  regardlefs  of  this,  fitice 
my  Bufmefs  was,  with  all  Expedition  to 
get  them  in  their  Situation  again  y  and  then 
their  own,  and  the  Periftaltic  Motion  doubt- 
ids  would  order  them  right.  — - — —  In  the 
Execution  of  this  Operation  I  took  great 
Care  that  the  tender  Veffeis  of  the  Bowels 
might  not  be  injured  by  my  Fingers  or 
Nails,  and  when  Wind  obftrufted  their  re¬ 
turn,  I  gently  drove  it  back  into  the  Bowel 
with  the  palm  of  my  Hand,  which  is  a  lefs 
dangerous  and  better  Pradice  than  to  wound 
them  by  pricking  them,  as  Mr.  Sharp  has 

order’d.- - *  Having  reduced  the  Inteftines, 

the  interrupted  Suture  was  performed  for 
their  Security  5  Bolfters  and  a  broad  Girth- 
web  Belt  for  the  uniting  Bandage,  kept  on 
the  Dreffing — . — —  Having  now  finifhed 
the  lower  Region,  I  gave  my  Affiftance  to 

his 
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his  Throat ;  to  the  large  Wound  I  applied 
the  twifted  Suture  as  in  the  Hair  Lip,  and 
fuperficial  Dreffings  with  adhefive  Plaifters 
to  the  other  Wounds.— — -Notwithftand- 
ing  there  had  been  a  great  Effufion  of  Blood, 
I  drew  from  his  Arm  abput  fix  Ounces,  after 
which  a  Turpentine  Clyfter  was  thrown  up, 
which  remained  fome  time,  and  then  came 
away  with  fome  Excrements.  — —  As  the 
People  of  the  Houfe  were  liable  to  be  cen- 
fured,  I  was  greatly  importuned  to  examine 
into  the  Caufe  of  this  intended  Suicide,  the 
Subftance  of  his  Narrative  was  as  follows, 
— —  viz.  That  a  young  Woman  near  Cole - 
brook ,  whom  he  had  courted  for  fome  time, 
had  promifed  to  marry  him ;  that  he  had 
been  at  the  Houfe  feveral  Days,  waiting  for 
their  Nuptials  :  On  the  morning  fixt  for  the 
Ceremony,  the  Girl  revoked  her  Promife 
and  declared  She  never  would  marry  him, 
notwithftanding  all  the  Arguments  of  her 

Parents  - - on  which  he  took  his  Farewel, 

and  fet  out  to  meet  his  Father’s  Waggon  on 
the  Road,  which  was  returning  from  Lon- 
ion. — — -The  Road  lay  thro’  Reading ,  where 

he 
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he  ftopt  and  bought  a  Knife  of  Mr.  Willis 
a  Cutler,  and  then  fet  out  on  his  Journey 
to  the  Inn. - On  his  Arrival  he  pretend¬ 

ed  to  be  very  ill,  and  defired  to  go  to  Bed; 
the  motherly  Landlady  made  him  fome 
Whey,  which  he  drank  before  her.-— 
When  he  found  the  Houfe  ftill  and  every 
Body  in  Bed,  he  firft  attempted  to  deftroy 
himfelf  by  cutting  his  Throat,  but  miffing 
the  Carotid  Veins  and  Arteries,  he  failed  in 
his  hellifh  Attempt.  However  feeling  but 
little  Pain,  he  made  the  fecond  Effort,  by 
ftabbing  his  Wind-pipe  in  two  Places  below 
the  other  incis’d  Wound;  after  fome  Time 
finding  no  great  Alteration,  he  got  out  of 
Bed,  open’d  the  Chamber  Door  and  call’d 
to  the  Oftler,  who  lay  in  a  Room  over  him. 
The  Landlady  hearing  a  Arrange  rattling 
Noife  in  Words  unintelligible  alarmed  the 
Houfe.— —In  this  Interim  he  made  a 
third  Attempt  by  opening  his  Belly,  letting 
out  his  Inteftines,  which  he  faid  gave  him 
great  Pain  ;  on  hearing  the  Family  coming, 
and  being  refolved  to  die,  he  made  a  fourth 
Attempt*  by  endeavouring  to  feparate  his 

Bowels 
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Bdwels  from  his  Body;  in  this  Aftion  he 
cut  off  above  fix  Inches  of  the  Cawl,  and 
wounded  one  of  the  Bowels ;  then  in  a 
violent  Rage  he  flung  the  Omentum  on  the 
Floor,  juft  as  the  Family  enter’d  the  Room. 

—But  to  return. - —  About  eight  in  the 

Morning  I  took  my  Leave,  and  at  fix  in  the 
Evening  I  viflted  him  again,  when  he  was 
very  low  with  Faintings  between  whiles, 
fufficiently  fenfible,  but  did  not  greatly  com¬ 
plain  of  Pain  ;  I  now  took  away  five  Ounces 
of  Blood,  ordered  a  Clyfter  of  a  ftrong  De¬ 
coction  made  from  a  Sheep’s  Head,  in 


* 


which  were  diffolved  near  two  Ounces  of 
Venice  Turpentine  >  the  Intention  of  which 
was  not  fo  much  to  promote  a  Stool  as  to 
mitigate  Pain,  and  inwardly  comfort  the 
Bowels  by  way  of  Fomentation;  and  there^- 
fore  it  was  ordered  to  be  injected  very 
warm,  and  to  be  repeated  every  four  or  five  !j 
Hours,  provided  each  Clyfter  came  away  in 
due  Time,  ;  But  not  otherwife,  left  they  ■ 
fhould  endanger  a  Diftention  and  Infla¬ 
tion  of  the  inteftinal  Tube,  and  force  the 
Stitches  of  the  wounded  Bowel  to  break 

their 
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their  hold,  which  might  have  proved  fatal : 
Warm  Cordials  and  an  Anodyne  at  Night 
were  ordered. 

Next  Morning,  Fomentations  and  hot 
L  Dreffings  were  applied  to  alleviate  the  In- 
|  flammation  begun,  and  more  Blood  was 
I  taken  from  his  Arm,  notwithftanding  which 
I  the  whole  Abdomen  puft  up  with  great  Tu- 
j  mefadtion,  and  the  Sutures  began  to  cut 
f  their  way  thro*  the  Teguments  j  Spafms, 

>  and  Convulfions  on  the  third  Day  finifhed 
this  tragic  Scene,  with  a  Necrofis. 

REFLEXIONS. 

,  -i 

The  great  Diftention  of  the  Belly  and 
jj  the  fudden  Inflammation  terminating  in  fo 
[  hafty  a  Mortification,  might  be  produced 

>  either  from  the  Bowel  letting  fall  its  Con- 
tents,  or  a  large  Quantity  of  Blood  extra- 

r  vafated  in  the  Abdomen ,  either  at  the  lime 
;  of  the  Xncifion,  or  afterwards,  from  fome 
t  fmall  Artery  or  Vein  which  efcaped  my 
!  Notice,  and  fuch  gentle  Drippings  by  load- 
:  ing  the  Cavity,  might  bring  on  the  fudden 

j  Death  5 
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Death ;  the  repeated  Syncopes  or  Faintings 
favour  this  Opinion,  as  well  as  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood  which  trickled  from  the 
Wound  after  his  Deceafe.  The  Reafon 
for  palling  the  Ends  of  the  Threads  from 
the  incided  Bowel  through  the  Peritoneeum , 
was,  that  the  Inteftine  might  more  readily 

adhere  to  it,  lince  their  own  Coats  are 

■ 

very  thin,  and  fcarce  capable  of  reuniting 
their  diftant  Lips,  more  efpecially  if  the 
divided  Parts  are  not  brought  clofe  toge¬ 
ther,  and  even  then,  a  flight  Inflamma¬ 
tion  muft  be  produced  to  effedt  an  Adhc- 
fion,  as  we  obferve  in  Cafes  of  Hernias, 
wherein  the  Bowel  adheres  to  the  Perito - 
nceum ,  and  therefore  the  Parts  to  be  united 
are  to  be  kept  in  Contadl  •>  for  if  it  fhould 
happen,  that  the  Lips  of  the  wounded  Ca¬ 
nal  Ihould  not  re-unite,  nor  adhere  to  the 
Infide  of  the  Peritonceum ,  the  Confequencc  ! 
will  be  fatal,  fmce  their  Contents,  whether 

Chyle  or  Excrements,  muft  fall  into  the 

* 

Cavity  and  there  produce  either  an  Abfcefs 
or  a  violent  Death. 

•»  I|M(f 
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The  Second  CASE. 

A  runaway  Negroe  belonging  to  Colo¬ 
nel  Chernoc  of  Barbados ,  on  being  difcovered 
amongft  fome  Pigeon  Pea-fhrubs,  flit 
open  his  Belly  and  let  out  his  Bowels ;  it 
was  on  the  8th  of  April  1748,  about  a 
Mile  diftant  from  Bridge-Town,  in  the  Plan¬ 
tation  of  Dr.  Jofeph  Gamble ,  from  thence 
he  was  brought  to  the  Colonel's  Town 
Houfe,  where  I  was  fent  for  to  him. 

On  examining  the  State  of  the  Cafe  I 
found  he  had  made  a  tranfverfe  Inciflon, 
at  lealt  two  Inches  long,  a  little  above 
the  Navel  in  the  hypochondriac  Region, 
thro*  which  the  wounded  Inteftines  came 
gut. 

Having  placed  two  Tables  together,  one 
being  fomewhat  lower  than  the  other,  and 
laid  the  Negroe  on  them  with  his  Head 
and  Cheft  declining,  and  waifhed  his  Bowels 
with  hot  Claret,  to  free  them  from  the 

Straws 
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Straws  and  Dirt,  with  which  they  were 

\ 

covered,  I  perceived  one  of  the  Bowels 
was  flit  open  near  an  Inch  in  Length, 
which  I  took  to  be  the  Duodenum  *}  for 
fome  undigefted  raw  Peafe  came  out  of  it, 
and  X  unloaded  this  Bowel,  by  taking  out 

*  J 

many  more,  which  I  gave  into  the  Hands 
of  Mr.  Averfly  a  Merchant,  who  out  of 
Curiofity  ftood  by  me.  Having  made  the 
Glover's  Suture  on  the  Bowel,  and  paffed 
each  End  of  the  Thread  through  the 
Integuments  of  the  Belly  ;  I  returned  its 
Contents  into  their  Venter ,  which  were  fe- 
cured  by  the  interrupted  Suture.  At  this 
Time  I  well  remembered  my  ill  Succefs  in 
the  preceding  Cafe,  that  an  Inflammation 
muft  follow  to  caufe  an  Adhefion,  and  that 
In  fuch  a  State,  a  Diftention  of  the  Belly 
muft  enfue,  which  would  endanger  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Suture  cutting  its  way  through ;  con- 
fequently  the  Inteftines  would  protrude 
again. 

To  prevent  this  Accident,  I  took  three 
large  Needles  and  palled  them  through 
the  Integuments  and  Peritoneum,  which 


wer$ 
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were  fecured  by  twifted  Ligatures  well 
waxed,  which  kept  their  Hold  till  the 
Cure  was  perfected,  which  was  at  the 
End  of  feven  Weeks,  and  my  Sulpicion 
was  not  groundlefs ;  for  the  other  Liga¬ 
tures  gave  Way  in  a  little  Time, 

Plentiful  and  repeated  Bleedings  were 
ftrittly  obferved,  Clyfters,  Cordials  and 
Anodynes  with  Fomentations  were  admi- 
niftred  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art. 

REMARKS. 

May  I  not  attribute  this  Cure  chiefly  to  my 
new  additional  Suture,  which  was  the  twifted 
one,  fince  a  clofe  Union  of  the  Peritoneum  with 
the  abdominal  Mufcles  is  requifite,  and  alfo 

> 

the  incifed  Gut  with  the  Peritoneum ,  mult 
be  kept  in  Contact ;  for  the  Cure  of  thefe 
violent  Wounds,  principally  confifts  in  the 
Bowels  adhering  to  the  inward  Part  of 
the  Peritoneum,  that  this  flippery  Mem¬ 
brane  again  may  borrow  the  cellular  and 
flelhy  Fibres  of  the  abdominal  Mufcles  to 

I  form 
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form  a  firm  Cicatrix  and  Reunion  of  the 

Parts. 

■ 


Capt.  Burcheir^  Cafe. 


In  the  Year  1744,  a  Bilander  called  the 

Expedition ,  belonging  to  Lancafier ,  — - 

Strangeway  Commander,  being  bound  from 
the  Coafl:  of  Guinea  to  Barbados  with  Slaves, 
Teeth,  &c.  was  taken  by  a  French  Priva¬ 
teer  in  her  Paffage. — -Some  few  Days  af¬ 
ter  the  Capture,  the  firft  Mate,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Burchett ,  was  put  on  board  a  Dutch 
Veffel,  with  whom  they  fpoke  at  Sea,  flie 
was  bound  to  Surinam ,  a  large  Colony  on 

A  .  M  .  # 

the  Main. 

From  this  Colony  Mr.  Burchett  took  his 
Paffage  in  a  Sloop  called  the  Betjy ,  Thomas 
Perry  Commander,  bound  to  Barbados ,  to 
which  Idand  file  belonged,  having  for 
Owners  Meffrs.  Dominick  and  Anthony  Lynch . 

The  Veffel  having  fallen  down  from  the 
chief  Town  of  this  Colony,  to  the  Mouth 

l  of 
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of  the  River  called  Brand  Point ,  in  order* 
as  ufual,  to  cut  Fire  Wood  for  the  Voyage  j 
it  then  blowing  very  frefh,  and  the  Tide 
running  in  with  great  Rapidity,  the  Sloop 
rode  hard,  there  being  fome  Danger  of  her 
driving  and  running  afhore  3  to  prevent 
which,  Mr.  Burchell  went  forward,  and 
ordered  more  Cable  to  be  veered  out,  which 
not  being  handed  fo  nimbly  as  he  wifihed, 
he  flept  down  to  affift  the  Men.  The  Stop-^ 
pers  were  off  the  Cable,  when  on  a  hid¬ 
den  the  VefTel  Twinging  round  by  the  Vio-' 
lence  of  the  Tide,  forced  the  Cable  to  run 
amain,  fo  that  it  caught  both  Legs  of  this 
unhappy  Man,  breaking  and  fpiintering 
them  in  a  moil  terrible  Condition ;  at  the 
fame  Time,  a  Negroc  alio  had  both  Legs 
broke,  of  which  he  died, - —  Thus  en¬ 

tangled  and  drawn  to  the  Side  of  the 
VefTel  by  their  Weight,  the  Sloop  brought 
up.  Immediately  the  Boat  was  manned, 
and  difpatcht  to  Paramaribo ,  (this  being 
the  Metropolis  of  this  Colony,  diflant  about 
twenty-five  Miles)  for  a  Surgeon,  who 
dreft  the  Limbs  as  well  as  the  Circum- 
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tancc,  and  his  Medicines  would  admit  of, 
as  the  Veffel  was  in  a  few  Hours  to  fail. 
In  this  dilmal  and  fhattered  Condition  he 
put  to  Sea,  and  after  fixteen  Days  arriv’d 
at  Barbados ,  having  met  with  foul  Winds 
and  tumbling  Seas.  The  Torment  and 
continual  Anguifh  he  every  Hour  labour¬ 
ed  under,  muft  furpafs  moft  others  yet 
heard  of,  from  the  Defcription  given  by 

i»» 

the  Captain  ;  for  by  the  tolling  of  the 
Veffel,  his  Limbs  rolled  about,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  Contrivances  with  Beds  and 
Pillows  \  for  fometimes  they  were  almoft 
doubled  under  him,  and  the  Bones  were 

heard  to  rub  againft  each  other. - In 

this  reduced  weak  and  melancholy  State 
he  was  brought  to  his  Lodging  alhoar,  on 
the  2 2d  of  February  1744.  - - I  was  im¬ 

mediately  fent  for  out  of  the  Country, 
where  I  had  that  Day  cut  a  Gentleman 
for  a  Fiftula  in  Ano.  On  my  Return  I 
found  the  State  of  his  Cafe  as  follows,  viz. 
Both  Legs  were  broke,  the  Frafture  of  both 
Bones  in  each  compleat,  near  an  Inch  of 
the  Bones  lay  bare,  lapping  over  each  other, 

and 
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and  much  difcoloured  :  Many  Splinters  at- 
fo  lay  loofe  in  the  Wounds,  and  the  Ends 
of  the  Bones  were  turned  yellow,  fpongy 
and  tending  to  a  Caries.  On  moving  the 
Limbs,  a  blackifh  Matter,  fuch  as  is  dis¬ 
charged  from  old  AbfcefTes,  flowed  largely, 
with  a  nafty  fcetid  Scent  almofl  too  much 
to  be  withftood ;  the  Limbs  had  fome  Heat, 
although  fome  Part  of  the  Wounds  were 
in  a  gangrenous  State.  Mr.  Wright ,  who 
was  Surgeon  of  the  fame  Veflel  when  fhe 
was  taken,  arrived  with  the  Bilander  a 
few  Days  before  the  Patient,  he  having, 
with  four  Men  and  a  Boy,  conquered  ten 
Frenchmen ,  and  retook  the  Veflel  •>  this  Sur¬ 
geon  being  prefent,  propofed  the  immedi¬ 
ate  Amputation  of  both  Limbs ;  but  it  be¬ 
ing  almofl:  dark,  and  the  Patient  very 
weak  and  faint.  Cordials  and  Sleep  feem- 
ed  at  prefent  more  neceflary  to  fupport 
Nature,  and  lefs  hazardous  ;  it  was  there¬ 
fore  agreed,  to  defer  the  Operations  till  the 
Morning.  After  the  eighteen  tail'd  Ban¬ 
dages  were  prepared,  with  the  whole  Ap¬ 
paratus  for  compound  Fractures  with  Com- 

I  3  minu- 


[1.8] 

minutidn,  we  endeavoured  to  lay  the 
Limbs  in  a  fomewhat  more  natural  Pofi- 
tion,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  remove  fome 
of  the  fplintered  Bones,  as  alfo  to  open  the 
moft  pointing  and  prominent  Parts  for  the 
Difcharge  of  the  pent  up  Matter,  taking 
off  the  Ends  of  the  difcoloured  Bones,  as 
well  as  giving  the  gangrenous  Appearances 
deep  Scarifications,  that  the  divided  Veflels 
might  ftand  fome  Chance  to  inofculate 
again,  and  let  go  their  Contents  for  nourifh- 

ing  his  poor  Limbs. - A  regular,  gentle 

and  moderate  Extenfion  was  (after  remov¬ 
ing  the  extraneous  Bodies)  fet  about, 
which  in  fome  Degree  corrected  the  crook¬ 
ed  Limbs ;  but  this  gentle  Treatment  could 
not  be  profecuted  fo  far  as  we  could  have 
wiffit,  by  reafon  the  bony  tho’  fmall  Splin¬ 
ters,  on  moving,  wounded  and  lacerated 
fome  Blood- VeiTels,  on  which  enfued  a 
Haemorrhage  ;  therefore  the  Limbs  were 
placed  on  Pillows  without  a  Box,  in  fuch 
Pofitions  as  feemed  moft  eafy  for  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  that  his  Reft  might  as  little  as  pof- 
fible  be  interrupted  ;  and  to  this  intent,  an 

Ano- 
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Anodyne  was  called  to  our  Affiflance,  hav¬ 
ing  firft  covered  the  bare  Bones  with  Lint 
expreffc  from  Sp,  Fin.  reft,  made  warm, 
the  Scarifications  with  01.  Terebinth .  and 
the  Wounds  with  Liniment.  Arceei  made 
hot,  covering  all  with  Pledgits  armed  with 
the  old  Digeflive,  and  fecuring  the  Dref- 
fmgs  and  Limbs  with  Comprefles  and  Bo!- 
fters  made  wet  in  hot  camphorated  Spirits, 
faftning  all  with  the  eighteen  tail  Ban¬ 
dages*  • 

We  then  took  our  Leave,  and  gave  Di¬ 
rections  for  two  Perfons  to  attend  him 
the  whole  Night,  and  to  keep  their  Hands 
above  his  Knees  in  Cafe  of  Spafms  and 
Startings. 

Feb .  23  d.  The  next  Morning  his  Pulfe 
was  high,  accompanied  with  a  Fever,  flufh- 
ing  in  his  Face,  his  Voice  low  and  hoarfe, 
and  his  Words  inarticulate ;  he  feemed 
confufed  and  reftlefs,  yet  had  flept  between 
whiles,  on  which  I  took  fome  Blood  away. 
On  examining  his  Limbs,  they  were  warm 
above  and  below  the  Bandages,  and  with¬ 
out  any  Crepitus ,  which  gave  me  fome  glim- 

1 4  mering 
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mering  Hopes  of  fucceeding  without  the 
Operation,  at  leaft  however,  that  I  was  in 

Time  for  it.  . . —  In  the  Evening  I  removed 

the  Dreffings,  but  had  no  Signs  of  a  Di- 
geftion,  unlefs  that  the  Doflils  feemed  be¬ 
dewed  with  a  bloody  watery  Moifture ; 
his  Limbs  were  fwoln,  and  on  Preflure  I 
felt  a  crackling  Noife,  notwithftanding  they 
were  warm,  and  the  threatning  Mortifica¬ 
tion  had  got  but  little  Ground ;  on  mov¬ 
ing  the  Legs,  there  iflued  out  a  bloody 
Ichor  from  the  Lacerations.— -Stupes  wrung 
from  a  ftrong  lixivial  Fotus  of  the  hot 
Plants  and  Leaves,  fuch  as  the  Orange, 
Lemon,  Lime  and  aromatic  fea  Sage,  were 
applied  for  an  Hour  to  comfort  and  cherifh 
the  Parts ;  after  which  a  flight  Extenfion 
was  made  again,  and  the  Wounds  were 
further  dilated,  in  order  to  remove  the 
remaining  Splinters,  as  well  as  that  the 
Medicines  might  be  more  clofely  applied ; 
the  found  bare  Bones  were  covered  now 
with  Pledgits  of  Lint  expreft  from  Alco¬ 
hol  made  warm,  as  a  Prefervative  againft 
the  pinguious  Applications,  Air  or  Mat¬ 
ter, 
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ter,  and  the  Dreffings  as  before.  ■  ■  We 

perfifted  in  this  Method  four  or  five 
Days,  at  the  End  of  which,  the  Pledgits 
and  Dreffings  came  off  with  an  Alpe£t  of 
an  approaching  Digeftion,  and  the  Sphace- 

lation  was  at  a  ftand. - March  4th,  The 

Sloughs  being  now  loofe  and  tending  to 
Separation,  and  the  Crepitus  and  Swelling 
difappearing,  I  attempted  to  reduce  and  place 
the  Bones  in  their  natural  Polition,  having 
proper  Affiftants  ready  for  this  Intent,  andr 
in  a  great  Meafure  fucceeded.  I  took  this 
Opportunity  alfo,  whilft  the  Affiftants  fup~ 
ported  the  right  Leg,  to  take  a  thorough 
Infpeftion,  and  I  found  a  Swelling  rather 
on  the  right  Side  underneath,  which  I 
opened,  and  let  out  above  a  Spoonful  of 
Matter,  upon  which  the  Patient  Teemed 

much  eafed.  ■  - The  left  Leg  was  much 

in  the  fame  Condition,  and  they  were  both 
treated  as  before. 

March  6th,  The  Digeftion  was  compleat- 
ed,  and  the  Sloughs  feparated,  therefore 
once  more  I  attempted  a  farther  Extenfion 
gently  and  at  Times,  by  which  I  gain’d  my 

long 
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long  wiflx’d  for  Point,  by  bringing  the  Bones 
even,  faving  extraordinary  Pain,  rifquing 
no  Hazard  of  encreafing  the  Inflammation 
by  being  too  hafty,  nor  was  I  in  danger  of 
lacerating  the  already  too  much  torn  Limbs, 

a 

which  the  ufual  Force  in  common  Extenfi- 
ons  muft  inevitably  fubjeft  Patients  to,  and 
throw  them  into  the  molt  imminent  Dan- 
gen 

As  it  may  feem  ftrange  that  this  Practice 
of  not  reducing  FraCtures  immediately, 
is  condemn’d  by  molt  Writers,  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  fay  it  is  founded  on  long  Expe¬ 
rience  and  Obfervation. 

V  •  '* 

APHORISMS. 

I  .  . •  ;  r  , 

f 

Firfiy  A  fra&ur’d  Limb  with  great  Con- 
tufion  and  Lacerations  ought  not  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  at  firft,  unlefs  it  can  be  reduced 
with  flight  Extensions,  becaufe  violent  Hawl- 
ings  will  tear  the  weaken’d  Fibres,  encreafe 
the  Inflammation,  and  produce  additional 
Spafms  and  Contractions* 
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Second,  Violent  Extenfions,  and  thofe  re¬ 
peated,  will  be  fucceeded  with  Startings, 
particularly  in  the  Sleep,  which  fudden 
Motion  will  difplace  the  reduced  Bones, 
therefore  all  Labour  is  loft  and  the  Work  is 
to  be  done  over  again. 

"Third,  ,  The  only  Time  to  reduce  Frac¬ 
tures  is,  when  the  Inflammation  and  Swell¬ 
ing  have  fubfided ;  for  at  fuch  a  Time  our 
Eyes  will  direct  us,  to  bring  the  Bones  to¬ 
gether  without  riding ;  alfo  a  very  eafy  Ex- 
tenfion  will  reduce  the  Limb,  fcarce  giving 
the  Patient  any  Pain  or  Uneafinefs,  therefore 
fuch  mild  Treatment  rifques  not  the  Trouble 
of  reducing  the  Limb  three  or  four  Times, 
but  fecures  the  Reputation  of  the  Surgeon, 
by  finilhing  his  Work  in  a  mafterly  Man¬ 
ner:  But  to  proceed. 

March  14th,  We  now  thought  it  a  proper 
Time  to  make  a  ftridl  Examination  of  his 

r 

;  Hips  and  Nates,  not  being  able  before, 
thro’  Hazard  of  difturbing  the  crazy  Limbs 
too  much,  tho’  a  flight  fearch  had  been  made 
from  Time  to  Time:  For  this  Intent,  we 
placed  Napkins  under  his  Arms,  Loins, 

Thighs 
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Thighs  and  Legs,  which  being  held  by  eight 
Affiftants,  and  raifed  from  the  Bed  at  the 
fame  Time ;  in  this  Twinging  Pofture  I  took 
a  view  of  his  Pofteriors,  difeovering  feveral 
black  Specks  near  the  Loins,  the  Cuticle 
erafed  as  in  Bliftering,  and  the  neighbouring 
Parts  inflamed  :  The  Spots  were  toucht  with 
a  Lancet.  Digeftives  were  applied  and  Tur¬ 
ners  Cerate  to  the  eroded  Parts,  and  with 
camphorated  Spirits  we  embrocated  the  reft. 

- Whilft  thefe  Things  were  tranfafling 

the  Bed  was  made  foft,  and  from  this  Twing¬ 
ing  Pofture  he  was  carried  over  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Bed,  which  Teemed  to  revive  him ; 
for  the  Bed  was  wet  by  the  dripping  of  his 
Urine,  as  well  as  by  the  Difcharge  and  Ap¬ 
plications  j  his  Thighs  were  inwardly  galled 
from  the  Moifture,  which  muft  have  made 
him  reliefs  and  uneafy. 

March  26th,  The  Difcharge  from  the 
broken  Limbs  was  now  very  inconfidcrable, 
Tome  of  the  Wounds  began  to  incarn,  and 
the  final  ler  were  upon  the  point  of  cicatriz¬ 
ing  •,  when  on  a  fudden  a  Fever  came  on, 
which  lafted  five  Days,  and  terminated  in 
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an  Abfccfs  of  the  left  Leg  and  greatly  dis¬ 
ordered  the  right  ;  from  this  Time  to  that  of 
getting  him  to  fet  up  we  had  Several  Abfcefs- 
es,  large  Discharges  of  Matter,  which  re¬ 
quired  Openings  and  counter  Openings';  and 
thefe  large  Drains  So  reduced  the  Patient, 
that  Sometimes  he  was  in  Danger  of  linking* 
Doubtlefs  thefe  large  Difcharges  kept  back 
the  radical  Juices  from  forming  the  cement¬ 
ing  Fluid  to  reunite  the  divided  Bones,  for 
it  was  four  Months  before  he  was  able  to 
ufe  the  Crutches,  and  upwards  of  two 
Months  more  before  his  Wounds  would  fuf- 
fer  him  to  be  removed  into  the  Country, 
where  he  finilhed  the  Year,  and  fome  little 
Time  after  returned  quite  recruited  in  Flelh 
and  Strength,  and  took  the  Command  of  a 
large  Ship  call’d  the  Comberbatch ,  upwards  of 
350  Tuns,  bound  to  the  Coaft  of  Guinea , 
for  Teeth,  Gums,  Wax  and  Slaves;  in  a- 
bout  ten  Months  he  made  the  Voyage  and 
returned  hearty  and  well,  walks  now  with¬ 
out  even  limping  or  a  Stick, 
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REMARKS, 

The  Benefit  of  a  well  adapted  circular 
Roller  in  Fraftures  is  too  confiderable  to  be 
paft  over  in  filence  for  the  Advantage  ari- 
fing  from  it  (befides  the  good  Qualities  it 
has  in  keeping  on  the  Dreflings  and  fup- 
porting  the  Comprefles)  is  the  Office  of  an 
artificial  Periofteum ;  fince  this  Membrane  is 
ordain’d  by  Nature  to  fet  the  Boundary  of 
the  bony  Dimenfions.  Now  it  happens  in 
all  violent  compound  Fraftures,  that  this 
nervous  Covering  is  always  torn  afunder, 
and  the  Bone  thus  denuded  of  its  Guard, 
the  callous  Fluid  from  the  Ends  of  the  divid¬ 
ed  Parts  has  an  unlimited  Power  to  extend 
and  fpread  itfelf,  as  much  as  the  habit  of  the 
Body  is  capable  of.  To  prevent  this  Dif- 
order  we  muft  call  to  our  Aid  this  circular 
Roller,  this  artificial  Periofteum ,  which  will 
curb  fuch  Luxuriances  in  Nature,  and  fet  the 
Boundary  becoming  to  the  once  well  fliaped 
Limb ;  and  it  is  highly  neceffary  to  continue 
its  Ufe  many  Months  after  the  Recovery, 
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I  once  was  called  in  to  examine  a  Leg 
that  had  this  Misfortune,  and  the  Surgeon’s 
Character  and  Skill  were  brought  in  Ques¬ 
tion,  as  not  having  reduced  the  Limb  pro¬ 
perly  ;  on  Enquiry  I  found  the  Bones  were 
fet  with  great  Accuracy  (without  riding)  but 
through  negleft  of  continuing  the  Roller  a 
proper  Time,  the  Callus  had  form’d  a  large 
protuberant  Body ;  I  cleared  him  of  the 
Cenfure,  order’d  the  Patient  to  bath,  to  have 
the  Part  pumpt  daily,  and  to  ufe  the  Ban¬ 
dage  continually,  which  Rules  he  followed, 
and  in  about  two  Months  returned  well :  I 

am  afraid  this  Diforder  is  too  often  to  be 

- 

feen  to  the  no  fmall  Difcredit  of  our  Art  and 
Profeffion. 


Houghftam’j  Sailor  s  Cafe . 


In  the  Month  of  June  1743,  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  Sailor,  belonging  to  the  Brigantine 
Jane,  Houghftam  Commander,  riding  at  An- 
>  chor  in  Carlijle  Bay. — The  poor  Fellow  by 
a  Fall  from  the  Main  Topmaft  Head  (where 
1  he 
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he  was  fplicing  fome  of  the  Rigging)  broke 
his  Thigh  Bone  againft  the  Gunnel  of  the 
Veffel.  . 

Being  brought  to  a  Lodging-houfe  on  the 
Wharf,  I  found  the  Femur  was  forced  thro’ 
the  Wounds ;  the  fuperior  Extremity  of  the 
fra&ur’d  Bone  had  forced  its  Way  external¬ 
ly  thro’  the  V aftus  externusy  and  the  inferior 
Bone  appear’d  thro’  the  Teguments  inter¬ 
nally  at  leaft  an  Inch  and  a  half.  Having 
provided  my  Affiftants,  I  dilated  each 
Wound  near  an  Inch,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  Reduction,  obferving  whilft  the  Exten- 
fions  were  making  to  prefs  the  Bones  thro’ 
the  fame  Parts  of  the  lacerated  Mufcles 
where  the  Parts  had  made  their  Paffage,  but 
in  this  Attempt  I  fail’d  y  therefore  I  open’d 
the  Parts  more,  and  again  attempted  the 
Reduction,  but  could  not  fucceed  nor  move 
the  Bones,— —Colonel  Nicolls ,  Dr.  Hemy  i 
Capt.  Hough fl am y  and  many  other  Gentle¬ 
men  being  prefent,  I  informed  them  of  the 
Neceffity  of  taking  off  part  of  the  inferior 
Extremity  of  the  Thigh  Bone,  which  being 
confented  to,  with  the  capital  Saw  (firft 

placing 

»  1 
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placing  an  intervening  Body  under  the  Bone) 
I  cut  off  an  Inch  and  a  quarter  of  its  Sub- 

ftance,  and  then  reduced  the  Fra£ture, - - 

Having  wafhed  the  Wounds  with  warm 
Wine  and  cleans'd  the  Parts  from  Blood,  and 
all  the  NecefTaries  being  ready  for  fuch  Frac¬ 
tures;  I  treated  the  Wounds  with  01.  *ferib. 
made  hot,  with  fmall  Pledgets  of  Lint  arm¬ 
ed  with  Liniment.  Arcczi ,  and  others  very 
large  covered  with  the  old  Digeftive  open'd 
with  Sp.  Vin.  covering  the  whole  Limb  with 
the  Oatmeal  and  ftrong  Beer  Poultis  made 
very  warm  ;  The  Bolfters,  ComprefTes,  Junks 
and  Bandage  were  applied  according  to  Rule, 
then  I  drew  from  his  Arm  about  ten  Ounces 
of  Blood ;  and  ordered  an  Anodyne  to  be 
taken  in  about  two  Hours  Time. 

The  next  Day  he  had  a  Fever,  for  which 
more  Blood  was  taken  away,  the  Limb 
fwell’d  and  loft  its  due  natural  Heat ;  a 
Gangrene  threatned,  for  which  Stupes  from 
the  hot  Plants  were  applied,  and  the  Drefs- 
ings  continued,  with  Cordials  and  Anodynes 
till  the  fifth  Day,  when  a  Digeftion  came 
on,  and  his  Fever  intermitted,  for  which  he 

K  took 
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took  a  Decodtion  of  the  Bark.  About  the 
ninth  Day  I  difcovered  a  large  Abfcefs  form¬ 
ed  on  the  outfide  of  the  Limb,  about  an 

Inch  below  the  Wound,  which  being  laid 

■ 

open  difcharged  near  four  Ounces  of  Mat¬ 
ter.  This  I  dilated  up  to  the  other  Wound 
where  it  ended :  The  Bones  were  now  in 
fight  j  I  dreft  now  with  milder  Dreffings, 
covering  the  folid  Parts  with  Lint  moiftned 
in  Alcohol  to  keep  them  from  abforbing  the 
Matter,  &c. 

1 6th,  About  the  fixteenth  Day  we  had 
great  Drains  of  fetid  Matter,  and  another 
Abfcefs  formed  in  the  infide  of  the  Limb, 
which  was  open’d,  and  the  Matter  difcharg¬ 
ed.  I  could  now  pafs  my  Probe  from  this 
Part  to  the  Wound  on  the  fame  fide,  thro’ 
which  I  dr  aw’d  a  Flamula  in  order  to  invite 
the  Matter  to  this  depending  Part,  fecuring 
the  Hazard  of  fouling  the  Bones.  In  about  , 
four  Days  the  Intention  was  anfwer’d,  and 
the  Difcharge  decreafed,  the  Wounds  car¬ 
rying  a  good  Afpefr. 

a  8th,  At  the  End  of  the  Month  the  Dan¬ 
ger  feemed  to  be  over,  the  feveral  Abfcelfes, 

2  Ulce- 
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Ulcerations  on  the  Skin,  Inflammations, 
eryfipelatous  Swelling  with  livid  Spots,  and 
the  whole  Train  of  ill  Afpedts  were  fur- 
mounted  what  now  remained  was  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  Shortnefs  of  the  Limb,  and  reftore 
it  to  its  due  Length,  that  the  Recovery 
might  be  without  Lamenefs.  In  order  to 
which,  I  firfl:  ordered  a  Staple  to  be  drove  in 
the  Floor  (on  which  his  Bedding  was)  my 
Afliftants  made  the  Extenfions,  I  then  faft- 
ned  fome  Girth-web  into  the  Cloth  fixed 
above  the  Knee,  which  I  made  fall  to  the 
Staple  at  the  Feet  of  the  Bed,  then  I  pafled 
fome  Slips  of  ftrong  Sheeting  within  fide  of 
the  Thigh  outwards  ciofe  up  to  the  Groin 
and  Nates,  which  were  faftned  to  another 
Staple  behind  the  Bed  j  this  laft  Contrivance 
was  to  counter-a6t  and  prevent  the  Body 
from  Hiding  on  the  fradfcured  Limb,  as  well 
as  fecure  it  in  the  Pofition,  and  keep  the 
Body  Ready. 

In  this  Pofture,  or  as  near  it  as  poflible, 
the  Patient  continued  near  two  Months,  the 
Dreffings  being  alter’d  as  the  Symptoms  re¬ 
quired,  and  particular  Care  being  obferved 

K  2  to 
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to  keep  the  Bones  from  growing  foul  by  dry- 

mg  Applications,  fuch  as  Alcohol. - The 

Bones  now  began  to  fcale  or  exfoliate,  which 
continued  near  a  Fortnight,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  Wounds  healed  daily,  whilft  we 
obferved  at  every  Dreffing  to  make  freflx 
Extenfion,  and  fo  by  degrees  ftretch  out 
the  Limb  to  the  Length  of  the  other,  with 
which  it  was  compared,  obferving  its  Cur¬ 
vature  alfo.  The  fingle  headed  circular 
Roller  had  now  its  Place,  and  in  this  Me¬ 
thod  he  was  treated  till  fuch  Time  as  his 
Wounds  were  near  healing;  at  the  end  of 
eighteen  Weeks  he  fat  up,  craved  for  Foody 
recovered  his  Flellx  and  Strength,  and  foon 
after  took  to  his  Crutches. 

At  the  Expiration  of  thirty  Weeks  he 
limpt  very  little,  was  judged  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  his  Duty  as  a  Sailor,  and  was  entered  on 
Board  a  Veffel  as  an  able  Man  in  the  Service 
of  Codrington  Carrington ,  Efq ;  and  Co.  in 
about  five  Months  he  returned  from  North 
America  in  the  fame  Veffel ,  wearing  the 
circular  Roller  the  whole  Voyage.  — —  Be¬ 
fore  feveral  Gentlemen  1  examined  his  Thigh, 

where 
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where  I  found  a  Node  fcarce  large  enough 
to  difcover  where  the  Bones  were  feparated. 
— —  This  Cafe  was  looked  upon  by  moft 
People  in  the  Ifland  to  be  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Cure,  that  'Thomas  Bedford  Efq;  was  de- 
fired  to  afk  my  Acceptance  of  ten  Piftoles  to 
buy  me  a  Peice  of  Plate  in  Gratitude,  which 
I  accepted  of,  from  the  Town-Committee. 

REMARKS. 

Probably  fome  may  accufe  me  of  too  bold 
a  Practice  in  attempting  to  fave  the  Limbs 
of  thefe  two  Mariners,  and  infill  that  the 
Art  of  Surgery  commanded  almoft  an  im¬ 
mediate  Amputation  in  each  Cafe _ 

However,  let  it  fuffice  for  the  prefent,  that 
I  could  not  perform  the  Operations,  be- 
caufe  I  am  not  fo  happy  as  to  carry  that 
Charafteriftic  of  Hofpital  Surgeon,  and. 
confequently  it  would  have  been  unjuftifia- 
ble  in  me  ;  however  I  fmcerely  wifh  that  my 
Succefs  herein  may  be  fo  far  inflrudlive  to 
young  Surgeons,  as  never  to  let  them  de- 
fpair,  altho*  a  Cafe  at  firft  Sight  may  ap- 

K  3  pear 
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pear  almoft  Incurable,  ftnce  doubtlefs  Hope 
Is  much  better  than  abfblute  Defpondence  5 
befides,  every  Surgeon  ought  to  know  it  is 
his  Duty  to  do  the  bell  he  can  for  the  Re¬ 
lief  of  the  Afflicted,  and  let  the  Misfortune 
be  ever  fo  bad,  he  is  not  to  leave  his  Patient 

to  Deftiny. - Is  knot  worth  our  obferv- 

Ing,  that  the  Confequence  of  falling  from 
fuch  a  height  as  the  Main  Top-Maft-head, 
muft  give  a  violent  Shock  to  the  animal  Ma¬ 
chine,  and  greatly  difturb  the  nervous  Syf- 
tem  5  whilft  the  fhattered  Bones  lacerate  and 
tear  the  Periofteum ,  Fibres,  Sinews  and  MuD 
cles  afunder.  At  fuch  Time  doubtlefs  the 
Vifcera  in  General,  and  Fluids  in  particular 
muft  fuffer  by  the  Shock,  and  as  it  were  by  a 
Tremour  or  convulfive  Agitation,  fince  the 
free  Circulation  of  all  the  Fluids  is  for  a 
Moment  oppofed.  Such  Difturbance  to  the 
animal  Spirits  doubtlefs  is  often  the  imme¬ 
diate  Caufe  of  Death.  But  when  the  Pa- 
tien  efcapes  with  Life,  frequent  Venefec- 
tions  will  give  a  new  Spring  to  the  Circula¬ 
tion,  Power  to  the  V efiels  to  abforb  fome  of 
the  fpilt  Blood,  and  in  fome  Meafure  take 

off- 
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off  Part  of  the  fucceeding  Inflammation, 
as  well  as  turn  its  rapid  unequal  Courfe, 
which  is  of  great  Moment  to  the  affli&ed, 
fince  in  fuch  like  Misfortunes  the  Blood  cir¬ 
culates  more  in  Proportion  to  the  difeafed 
or  weakened  Limb  than  any  other  Part.  — - 
Hence  Inflammations  and  Abfcefles  are  abat¬ 
ed  and  partly  prevented,  as  well  as  the 

Difturbances  of  the  Body  relieved.  - - T 

would  ferioufly  recommend  Bleeding  plen¬ 
tifully  at  firft  in  all  compound  Fraftures, 
and  that  it  fhould  be  repeated  in  Proportion 
to  the  Strength  of  the  Patient,  and  State  of 
the  Inflammation  in  the  Wounds,  to  pre¬ 
vent  large  Suppurations  and  Fluxes  of  Mat¬ 
ter.  I  doubt  not  but  if  I  had  obferved  this 
Precaution  more  ftriftly  in  thefe  two  Cafes  ; 
and  in  Time,  that  is,  in  the  firfl:  fifty  Hours, 

I  fhould  not  have  had  fo  many  Critical  Ab- 
fcejfes  and  large  Difcharges  as  I  had  to  encount¬ 
er  with,  which  endanger’d  their  Lives  5 
fince  Experience  join’d  with  Obfervations 
are  the  neceflary  Requifites  for  a  good  Ope¬ 
rator.  Tho  the  barbarous  and  Blood-thirfty 
Nero  wifli’d  that  the  whole  of  the  Roman 

K  4  People 
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People  were  like  the  Head  of  a  Poppy,  that 
he  might  cut  them  all  off  at  one  Blow ;  yet 
I  am  forry  to  think  that  the  Englifh  Sur¬ 
geons  are  become  fo  much  his  Imitators,  as  to 
think  they  are  not  Mailers  of  their  Art,  unlefs 
they  have  the  Talent  of  ihedding  Torrents 
of  Blood,  for  a  Cure  which  might  often  be 
perfe£led  by  a  proper  Regimen,  and  a 
few  fimple  Drefiings.  As  for  my  own  Part, 
I  have  feen  fo  much  of  the  Art  I  profefs, 
that  I  would  rather  fave  twenty  Limbs,  than 
fooliihly  ruih  upon  the  Amputation  of  one, 
which  might  have  been  preferv’d  by  a  fre¬ 
quent  and  duly  protra6led  Vifits,  and  alfo 
giving  a  few  regular  Affiftances  to  Nature, 
who  does  not  delight  in  having  any  of  her 
Works  mutilated  and  maim’d,  and  whofe  fa¬ 
vourite  Maxim  it  is,  that  only  the 

Immedicabile  Vulnus  Enfe  reddendum ,  ne  pan 
Jincera  trahatur .  Ovid, 

5  ^  *.  1  Si  :  ■  i' 

* 

*Ihe 


[  1 37  j 


"The  Cafe  oj  Robert  Chefterman3  com¬ 
monly  called  Buffer. 

Robert  Chejlerman  of  Fryer-Street ,  in  the 
Parifh  of  St.  Lawrence ,  Reading ,  in  the 
County  of  Berks ,  is  by  Employment  a 

Barge-Man. - On  Monday  the  6th  of  June 

1737,  being  in  the  Service  of  Mr.  Aldf~ 
worth  of  Newberyy  and  bound  for  Londony 
it  happened  at  Chejfey-Bridgey  that  the 
Barge  was  likely  to  run  foul  of  a  Pile ;  to 
prevent  which  the  long  and  heavy  Pole 
was  put  over-board  to  guide  her ;  and  at 
the  fame  Time  there  was  a  Rope  called  a 
Handfel,  which  was  in  a  Moment  to  be 
paffed  over  the  Crutch  of  the  Pole,  to  ftop 
the  Motion  of  the  Veflel ;  unluckily  this 
Rope  happened  to  twift  (or  what  the  Barge¬ 
men  call  kink)  and  caught  his  Hand  in 
between  it  and  the  Pole,  which  almoft:  took 
it  off.  A  Surgeon  of  Chejjey  dreft  it  three 
Times,  and  on  the  Wednejday  following  he 
was  brought  to  Reading ,  to  be  put  under 


L  !38  ] 

my  Care  3  I  found  him  under  the  follow¬ 
ing  Circumftances,  viz.  a  yellow  Afpedt, 
violent  Reachings  and  Vomitings,  his  Pulfe 
irregular,  Tongue  dry,  a  Fever  with  Spafms 
between  whiles,  — — ~  The  Abundance  of 
Cloths  with  which  the  wounded  Limb  was 
wrapt  up,  were  wet  thro’  with  a  bloody 
Water,  on  removing  them,  a  putrid  Stench 
proceeded,  infomuch,  that  feveral  of  his 
Relations  and  Friends  were  obliged  to  quit 
the  Room  :  The  Hand  was  greatly  fwoln, 
and  he  had  black  and  livid  Spots,  half  way 
up  his  fore  Arm,  which  was  in  a  gangre¬ 
nous  State;  the  Wound  (although  round 
his  Hand)  was  fewed  up  with  feveral 
Stitches,  all  which  I  divided,  and  a  large 
Difcharge  of  confined  bloody  Ichor  flowed 
inftantly,  the  feveral  Blood -Vefiels  divided, 
had  their  Extremities  lying  loofe,  alfo  the 
Ends  of  the  lacerated  Tendons  were  out 
of  the  Wound,  the  metacarpal  Bone  of 
the  fore  Finger  was  cut  into  Pieces  and 
broke  into  feveral  Splinters,  its  Flexor  and 
Abduftors  lay  bare,  and  the  Hand  feemed 
almoft  torn  off  having  feveral  of  the  me¬ 
tacar- 
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tacarpal  Bones  injured. - 1  firfl:  eleanfed 

the  Wounds  of  the  bony  Splinters,  and 
then  divided  thofe  Tendons  that  were  on¬ 
ly  fo  in  part,  to  prevent  their  healing  and 
contrary  Aftion.  The  back  of  the  Hand 
from  the  Wound  up  to  the  Wrift,  and 
down  to  the  Ends  of  the  fwoln  Fingers, 
was  fcarified,  as  alfo  the  Palm  of  the 
Hand  upwards  inwardly,  from  which  In- 
cifions  a  bloody  ferous  Fluid  iffued  forth. 
I  dreft  with  Doffils  armed  with  the 

!>  i 

Liniment  dipt  in  OL  tfereb.  /Ether,  very  hot, 
large  Pledgets  of  the  fame,  covering  all 
with  a  Poultis  of  ftrong  Beer  Grounds  and 
Oatmeal. - -  I  took  my  Leave,  and  or¬ 

dered  a  Dofe  of  the  rfberiaca  with  Sah 
Corn .  Cervi  and  acquainted  the  Relations 
with  the  Danger  he  was  in  of  lofmg  the 
Limb  if  not  his  Life,  telling  that  it  was 
advifeable  for  them  to  perfuade  him  to 
compound  for  the  latter,  by  fufferingthe 
Lofs  of  the  former. 

In  the  Evening  I  called  again,  when  I 
found  him  afflicted  with  frequent  Vomit¬ 
ings  :  He  complained  of  violent  Pains  in 
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his  Head,  convulfive  T witchings,  with  a 
high  and  quick  Pulfe  $  about  fix  Ounces 
of  Blood  were  taken  from  his  Arm,  and 
a  Mixture  of  Sal  Abjinth .  cum  Succ .  Lymon  & 
paucuL  Laud  liquid .  &c.  was  ordered,  two 
Spoonfuls  of  which  were  to  be  taken  every 
two  Hours.  2d.  Next  Morning  a  ftrong 
lixivia!  Fomentation  with  the  hot  Plants 
was  prepared  to  give  an  artificial  Heat  or 
Nourifhment,  to  fupply  the  Defeft  of  that 

loft  through  the  torn  Blood  Veflels.  »  . . . 

Having  every  thing  in  readinefs,  I  remov¬ 
ed  my  former  Applications,  the  Lips  of  the 
Wounds  were  fphacelated,  and  the  Limb 

was  gangrened  up  to  the  Wrift. - The 

Parts  were  well  bathed  with  Flannels  ex- 
preft  from  the  Stupe,  and  on  their  Ap¬ 
plication,  each  was  fpidnkled  with  a  ftrong 
camphorated  Spirit  (the  Method  of  pour¬ 
ing  Spirits  into  the  Fomentation  is  ufelefs 
becaufe  the  Heat  muft  oblige  the  Spirit 
to  evaporate  or  fly  off ;  I  mention  this  Hint 
becaufe  I  have  feen  this  Piece  of  Folly  com¬ 
mitted.)  After  near  an  Hour  being  fpent, 
I  made  deep  Scarifications  on  the  Wound 
’  '  '  and 
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and  Limb,  then  dreft  withO/.  Tereby  /Ether . 
1  moderately  hot.  Pledgets  armed  with  the 
}  Ol.  Digejtivey  in  which  was  incorporated 
:  fome  Alcohol,  over  the  found  Part,  Pled¬ 
gets  of  Tow  made  wet  with  the  fame,  whilft 
the  Oatmeal  and  ftrong  Beer  Poultis  cover- 
i  ed  the  whole  Limb,  fecuring  all  with  a 
J  circular  Roller. 

3d.  The  next  Morning  the  Symptoms 
;  not  being  alleviated,  and  obferving  a  Cre¬ 
pitus  on  the  lower  Extremity  of  the  Arm, 
I  I  propofed  amputating  the  Limb,  and  to 
call  in  a  Surgeon  to  juftify  my  Proceedings, 
as  well  as  to  aflift  me  in  the  Operation, 
both  which  were  abfolutely  denied,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  declaring  he  would  be  contented  to 

1  die  with  his  Limb  on. - 1  removed  the 

Dreflings,  had  no  Digeftion,  and  only  a 
thin  difcoloured  Difcharge,  the  Limb  ap¬ 
peared  much  the  fame  as  the  Day  preced¬ 
ing  y  I  fcarified  again,  and  dreft  as  before. 

I  now  confidered  what  a  difmal  Cafe  I 
had  to  encounter  with,  what  Danger  my 
Character  was  in,  and  the  fmall  Hopes  of 
giving  Satisfaction  to  his  Friends,  &c.  as 

well 
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well  as  the  little  Profpecl  of  curing  from 
external  Medicines ;  therefore  I  refolved  to 

give  the  Bark,  having  confidered  on  its  good 

* 

Effefts  in  Mortifications,  from  what  had  been 
related  by  Mr.  Rufhworth ,  Mr.  Shipton ,  Mr. 
y.  Doug/a/s .  Notwithftanding  the  Fever  was 
raging  and  very  high,  infomuch,  that  the 
Patient  was  delirious  between  whiles,  I 
wrote  as  follows,  R.  Cort.  Pcruv.  9ij  Pheriac . 
Androm.  3fs  Syr .  Croc .  q.J.  f  BoL  2 d  vel 
qnaque  hora  Jumend .  —  The  Prefcription  was 
fent  to  Mr.  Aid.  Milliard ,  a  very  judicious 
Apothecary,  who  fent  the  Medicines  in  a 

little  Time, - 1  now  took  my  Leave,  ad- 

vifing  his  Wife  to  let  his  Drink  be  Sage 
Tea,  White- Wine  Whey,  and  fuch  thin 

Liquors. - And  as  he  much  craved  for 

ftrong  Beer,  1  agreed  to  indulge  him  with 
half  a  Pint  made  warm,  with  a  toafted 
Piece  of  Bread,  this  I  granted,  knowing 
well  that  thefe  People  are  very  hard  Tip- 
lers  of  this  Liquor,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  neceflary  to  baulk  Nature  entirely, 
fince  Cuftom  is  her  fecond  Support. 


4.  Next 


C  *43  ] 

4.  Next  Day  I  found  little  Alteration,  he 
had  no  reft  all  Night,  the  Vomitings  con¬ 
tinued  though  not  fo  frequent,  for  which  I 
ordered  the  faline  Mixture  to  be  taken  be- 
tween  the  Dofes  of  the  Bark ;  on  examin¬ 
ing  the  Limb,  I  obferved  the  Integuments 
of  the  middle  Finger  and  its  Metacarpal 
were  feparated,  and  had  left  the  Bone 
bare ;  I  fcarified  again,  and  dreft  as  ufual, 
after  cherifhing  the  Limb  a  confiderable 
Time  with  the  Stupes  ;  the  Bark  was  con¬ 
tinued  and  I  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  kept 
quiet. 

In  the  Evening  I  called  on  him,  he  had 
twice  flept  a  little,  and  each  Time  his  Vo¬ 
mitings  were  abated,  and  the  Pain  in  his 
Head  was  relieved,  his  Afpe£t  was  alfo 
better. 

The  fifth  Morning  I  difcovered  his  Coun¬ 
tenance  and  Skin  much  clearer,  he  had  feme 
Sleep  in  the  Night,  with  very  little  Start¬ 
ings,  his  Pulfe  was  more  calm  and  regular, 
and  what  he  had  taken  now  ftayed  with 
him,  his  Skin  was  moift  and  feemed  be¬ 
dewed  all  over,  being  in  a  breathing  Sweat. 

I  '  - By 
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— —  By  this  Time  he  had  taken  rather  more 
than  ten  Drams  of  the  Bark. 

The  Limb  had  now  another  Face for 
the  Mortification  feemed  at  a  Hand,  the 
Stench  decreafed,  and  the  Carpus  feemed 
fomewhat  inflamed  $  I  now  fcarified  the  Lips 
of  the  Wound,  and  the  Wrift,  from  which 
fome  Blood  appeared,  the  putrified  and  rot¬ 
ten  Parts  were  cut  off,  and  I  dreft  up  with 
the  hot  Applications  as  ufual. 

In  the  Evening  I  vifited  him,  when  he 
was  afleep  and  had  lain  quiet  above  an 
Hour,  fetching  his  Breath  very  regularly, 
being  in  a  full  State  of  Perfpiration.  — —  I 
ordered  the  Cortex  to  be  continued,  but  not 
to  difturb  him  for  it. 

The  fixth  Day  I  found  my  Patient  very 
chearful,  his  Countenance  lively,  and  with¬ 
out  its  former  dead  yellow  Flue,  the  Pulfe 
more  calm,  a  general  Moifture  all  over  his 
Body,  he  had  flept  great  Part  of  the  Night, 
which  had  refrefhed  him,  his  Reachings 
were  gone,  and  the  convulfive  Spafms  very 
little  or  feldom  troubled  him.  — — —  The 
Mortification  began  to  feparate,  the  Wound 

i  had 
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had  Moifture  and  the  Scarifications  tended 

to  fuppurate. - I  continued  the  Dreflings 

with  the  Poultis,  and  ordered  the  Bark 

every  four  Hours. - He  now  craved  for 

flrong  Beer,  which  I  indulged  him  with, 
allowing  him  a  Pint  a  Day. 

The  Morning  following  he  was  brifk 
and  lively,  and  told  me  he  had  flept  al- 
moft  all  Night,  and  fweated  the  Time, 

and  was  very  compofed. - I  opened  the 

Hand  and  found  the  Dreffings  with  Signs 
of  an  approaching  Digeftion ;  I  now  took 
off  the  fore  Finger  with  the  metacarpal 

Bone,  having  taken  up  the  Artery,  I  cover- 

- 

ed  the  Stump  with  dry  Lint,  and  dreft 
the  Parts  as  before ;  the  Bark  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  every  eight  Hours,  he  having 
now  taken  about  two  Ounces  of  it. 

In  the  Evening  he  was  brifk,  and  feem- 
ed  free  from  any  bad  Symptoms ;  but 
complained  of  a  little  Pain  in  the  Wound, 
and  was  defirous  of  fitting  up  to  have  his 
Bed  made,  his  Face  had  now  regained  its 
habitual  florid  Afpecf. 

No- 


L 


[  *+6  ] 

Nothing  extraordinary  happened  for  three 
or  four  Days,  at  the  expiration  of  which, 
the  Sloughs  feparatedwith  a  laudable  Digef- 
tion,  and  I  dreft  it  up  according  to  Art. 

13th,  About  the  thirteenth  Day  the  Bone 
of  the  middle  Finger  appeared  bare,  and 
not  only  the  Tendon  which  I  had  before  di¬ 
vided  with  my  Scifiars,  but  alfo  the  Flexor 
Communis  and  Abduftor  Hough'd  away,  the 
Finger  itfelf  was  greatly  enlarged ;  I  intro¬ 
duced  the  Probe  thro'  one  of  the  Orifices 
into  that  Part  of  the  Wound  in  the  Hand, 
on  preffing  which  fome  bloody  Matter  iflued 
out.  As  the  Bone  had  changed  its  Co¬ 
lour  to  a  Yellow,  and  feem’d  foul;  I  pro- 
pofed  taking  it  off  in  the  Joint,  and  inform’d 
the  Patient  that  it  could  never  be  ferviceable 
to  him,  but  on  the  contrary  would  be  a 
great  trouble,  as  well  as  delay  the  now  £ 
hopeful  View  of  a  Cure ;  but  all  I  could  j| 
advance  would  not  avail  ;  however  he  fub- 
mitted  to  have  the  Abfcefs  dilated  up  to 
the  Wound  firft  made  by  the  Rope,  which 
being  performed,  I  found  the  metacarpal 
Bone  of  the  fame  Finger  bare.  — This  was  1 

dreft;  I 

y  V  I 
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dreft  according  to  Rule,  and  the  former 
Wounds  as  ufual,  only  leaving  off  the  Oat¬ 
meal  Poultis.  1  : 

In  the  Evening  he  complained  of  Pain, 
feemed  very  uneafy,  and  was  feverifh. 

About  the  fixteenth  Day  every  Thing 
feemed  very  well,  unlefs  the  ufelefs  middle 
Finger,  which  was  likely  to  give  me  a  great 
deal  of  Trouble,  and  therefore  I  urged  its 
being  removed,  but  could  not  perfuade 
him  to  lofe  it.  - — I  now  Itraitned  the  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  fecured  them  on  a  Pafte-board, 
left  they  fhould  contract,  dreffing  up  ac¬ 
cording  to  A  rt,  and  fecuring  all  with  a  good 
Roller, 

From  this  Time  to  that  of  finifhing  the 
Cure,  which  was  at  the  End  of  nine  Weeks, 
we  had  many  Abfcefles  infeveral  Parts,  all 
which  were  laid  open  as  loon  and  as  fre¬ 
quently  as  they  appeared ,  we  had  alfo  Ex¬ 
foliations  from  the  Bones,  and  the  Wound 
healed  in  good  Order. 

Here  we  fee  great  Part  of  a  Limb  laved 
from  perilhing  by  the  Ufe  of  the  Bark, 
when  it  would  have  been  impoffible  from 

L  2  ex- 


r 


external  Applications  only,  to  have  any 
£xpe£tation  of  it ;  for  from  what  I  have 
feen  both  in  our  Hofpitals  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  all  Methods  mull  have  failed  of 

Succefs  in  this  Cafe  without  it.  - - As 

to  the  middle  Finger  it  continues  immove¬ 
able,  and  has  impoflhumated  fever al  Times, 
being  very  large  ;  when  his  Hand  or  Fin¬ 
ger  becomes  painful,  he  frequently  applies 
to  it  a  warm  Beaft’s  Paunch.  >• 

The  Ufe  of  the  Bark  in  Mortifications, 
either  from  internal  or  external  Diforders, 
is  doubtlefs  as  advantageous,  if  not  more 
fo,  than  any  other  Medicine  yet  known ; 
and  when  this  Drug  is  good  and  frefh, 
it  certainly  will  much  affijft  us  in  the  Cure 
of  Wounds,  Ulcers,  &c.  and  put  a  Period 
to  all  Mortifications  except  one  Species, 
which  is  that  proceeding  from  (as  fome- 
times  happens)  the  Offification  of  an  Ar-  | 
tery. — — —A  Cafe  of  this  Nature  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Naijh  communicated  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  ,  in  the  followings  Words,  which  I 
fhall  take  the  Liberty  to  recite,  as  probably 
it  has  not  been  obferved  by  every  one,  viz. 

“  Mr, 
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u  Mr.  Confett  of  Cleveland  in  Torkjhire \ 
lc  a  Gentleman  of  fixty-feven  Years  of 
<c  Age,  who  all  his  Life-time  before  had 
cc  enjoyed  a  perfect  State  of  Health,  fent 
cc  for  me  on  Account  of  a  Mortification, 
tc  which  began  about  a  Month  before  on 
<£  one  of  his  Toes,  and  by  gradual  Advan- 
cc  ces  in  that  Time,  had  reached  half 
“  way  his  Leg,  and  this  without  any  ma- 
“  nifeft  Caufe.  He  faw  himfelf  dying  dai- 
<c  ly  by  Piece-meals,  but  Heart-whole,  as 
“  he  expreft  it,  and  had  a  pretty  good  Pulfe. 
<c  I  propofed  Amputation  as  the  only  Re- 
<c  medy,  which  I  told  him  would  give  him 
cc  fome  Chance  for  his  Life,  though  the 
(c  Odds  were  againft  him.  This  he  rea- 
“  dily  confented  to,  and  as  foon  as  I  could 
“  get  my  Dreflings  ready,  I  went  about 
cc  the  Operation.  The  Leg  being  taken  off 
“  at  the  ufual  Place,  which  was  about  four 
<c  Inches  above  the  Mortification,  about 
“  two  or  three  Ounces  of  Blood  iflued  out 
<c  from  the  ifmfcular  Part,  but  upon  flack- 
<c  ing  the  Turniket  in  order  to  look  for 
?c  and  tie  the  Artery,  not  one  Drop  of 

L  3  “  Blood 
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<c  Blood  flowed  out  to  my  no  fmall  Sur- 
prize,  and  upon  feeling  the  Extremity  of 
“  the  Artery,  I  found  it  hard  and  callous  ; 

“  however  I  fecured  it  by  a  Ligature  as 
€C  ufuafi  and  dreft  the  Stump.  The  Pa* 

<c  tient,  who  had  born  the  Operation  with 
€C  the  greateft  Refolution,  being  put  to 
cc  Bed,  I  was  defirous  to  examine  the  Leg. 
cc  And  having  diffedted  the  Artery  with  its 
<c  two  confiderable  Branches,  as  far  as  the 
<c  cfarfus,)  I  found  them  for  the  moft  Part 
£C  offified;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Trunk  where 
€C  it  was  amputated  was  offified  about  two 
<c  thirds  of  its  Circumference,  about  a  quar- 
<c  ter  of  an  Inch  lower  the  whole  was  bo- 
cc  ny,  leaving  fo  fmall  an  Orifice,  that  it 
<c  would  only  admit  of  a  Hog’s  Briftle, 

€C  not  a  very  fine  Probe,  which  I  endea- 
cf  voured  to  introduce.  A  little  lower  it 
cc  was  on  one  Side  bony,  on  the  other  |j 
cc  membranous,  then  again  an  entire  Cafe 
£C  of  Bone;  here  and  there  for  the  Breadth 
of  a  Barley-Corn  there  would  be  no 
<c  Bone  at  all.  I  opened  about  two  Inches 
u  of  the  internal  Branch  immediately  above 

“  the 
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u  the  Malleolus ,  it  appearing  blacker  than  the 
<c  reft.  After  it  had  been  wafhed,  I  found 
<c  in  it  about  two  or  three  Drops  of  coagu- 
<c  lated  Blood,  and  now  it  is  expanded  and 
<c  dried,  it  is  one  entire  Lamina  of  Bone 
<c  as  thick  as  the  Shell  of  a  Pigeon’s  Egg, 
cc  and  of  an  unequal  Surface.  I  differed 
“  three  Ramifications  of  this  internal  Branch 
“  in  the  Foot,  only  one  of  them  had  a 
<c  very  fmall  Piece  of  Bone  in  it,  about 
“  half  an  Inch  from  the  Trunk.  The  other 
<c  great  Branch  that  runs  on  the  Ligament, 
<c  that  ties  the  Fociles  together,  was  not 
£C  fo  much  offified  as  that  which  I  have 
cc  defcribed,  the  bony  Shell  or  Lamina  was 
£C  contained  within  the  Coats  of  the  Ar~ 
«c  tery.  This  Offification  (which  is  the  com- 
“  pleateft  of  any  yet  heard  of )  was  no 
“  Doubt  the  Caufe  of  the  Mortification  and 
“  of  my  Patient’s  Death,  which  followed 
41  four  Days  after  the  Amputation.  I  fhould 
“  have  been  curious  to  fee  how  high  the 
“  Offification  reached,  but  was  obliged  to 
cc  be  elfewhere  when  the  Patient  died.  I 
€C  doubt  not  but  thefe  Cafes  are  more  com- 
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cc  mon  than  we  imagine.  For  when  we 
c£  fee  Mortifications  feize  the  Extremities 
*c  of  aged  People,  we  commonly  attribute 
them  to  a  Decay  of  Nature,  or  an  Ex- 
ic  tinftion  of  the  vital  Warmth ;  this  I 
believe  is  often  the  Cafe,  and  I  am  more 
<c  inclined  to  think  fo  from  two  or  three 
*c  parallel  Cafes,  which  I  have  been  con- 
cerned  in  fince  I  came  into  TorkfoireT 
This  Annotation  cannot  be  improper, 
fince  it  may  fo  fall  out,  that  a  Surgeon 
may  meet  with  a  Mortification  arifing  from 
fuch  like  Difeafe  of  the  arterial  Tubes, 
and  not  finding  Succefs  from  the  Cor¬ 
tex  may  condemn  its  Ufe  in  all  Mortifica¬ 
tions. 

But  as  the  moft  rich  and  refplendent  Me¬ 
tals  are  eafily  fully’d  by  palling  thro’  im¬ 
pure  and  dirty  Hands,  fo  the  moft  powerful 
and  efficacious  Medicines  may  be  depredat¬ 
ed,  and  often  brought  under  an  almoft  uni<* 
verfal  Contempt,  by  being  prefcrib’d  by  a 

i 

fet  of  unfkilful  and  injudicious  Pretenders ; 
who  neither  knowing  the  Caufes  and  Signs 
of  Pifeafes,  nor  the  Powers  and  Qualities 

of 
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of  the  Medicines  proper  to  remove  them, 
write  Recipes  at  random,  without  knowing 
or  caring  whether  they  will  kill  or  cure. 

So  long  as  this  is  the  State  of  Phyfic  in 
our  Nation,  our  beft  Medicines  will  be  com¬ 
mended  by  fome,  and  condemn’d  by  others  $ 
fo  that  the  Nation  in  general  cannot  reap 
the  Advantages  they  otherwife  might.  Tho* 
I  am  an  Enemy  to  a  Spirit  of  Oppreffion, 
yet  I  could  heartily  with  the  Legiflature 
would  interpofe  in  the  rooting  out  of 
Quackery,  and  encouraging  Men  of  Skill, 
Genius  and  Honefty ;  then  fhould  we  know 
the  genuine  Excellences  of  our  Medicines, 
and  have  them  properly  exhibited.  I  have 
been  tempted  to  this  Ihort  Digreffion  by  the 
late  Clamours  againft  the  Bark,  the  Worth 
of  which  I  know  too  well  to  fuffer  it  to  be 
run  down  by  a  fet  of  low  and  unthinking 
Mortals,  who  feem  to  have  refigned  their 
fcanty  Shares  of  Judgment  to  fomething 
they  know  not  what. 


Of 
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Of  Difeafes  of  the  Teeth . 


The  Face  no  doubt  receives  a  confidera- 
ble  fhare  of  its  Beauty  from  a  good  fet  of 
Teeth,  which  are  alfo  the  principal  Orna¬ 
ments  of  the  Mouth  ;  but  fuch  Decorations 
are  only  Part  of  Nature's  Intent,  fince  they 
were  ordained  likewife  to  articulate  the  Voice, 
as  well  as  to  incide  and  break  the  folidAliments 
fufficiently  fmall,  for  their  more  fpeedy  At¬ 
trition  and  Digeftion ;  and  whilft  this  Ac¬ 
tion  is  performing,  the  Saliva  is  by  the 
force  of  the  Mufcles  preft  out  of  their 
Glands  to  mix  with  the  Food,  facilitate  its 
Paffage  down  to  the  Stomach,  and  aliift  its 
DilTolution;  their  exquifite  Order,  curious 
Structure  and  durable  Texture,  cannot  but 
make  fome  noble  Impreffions  in  our  Minds,  If 
when  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  reflect  on  the 
Wifdom,  the  Skill,  and  the  Defign  of  the 
great  Architect.  — - -If  then  they  are  fo  ufe- 
ful  and  fubfervient  to  our  Purpofes,  certain- 

*  H 

ly  they  require  a  more  particular  Regard, 

than 
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than  what  has  hitherto  been  paid  them  in 
any  of  our  Englifh  modern  Authors,  and 
more  efpecially  as  they  are  fubjeft  to  vari¬ 
ous  Difeafes,  Indifpofitions  and  Accidents, 
arifing  either  from  internal  Caufes,  external 
Injuries,  cold  Air,  hot  Liquors,  and  other  Sub- 
fiances  taken  in  at  the  Mouth.  Yet  not- 
withftanding  the  many  Benefits  we  enjoy 
from  their  noble  Defigns,  fcarce  one  Word 
of  their  Difeafes  is  mention’d  by  late  Wri¬ 
ters.  Mr.  Chefelderis  Anatomy,  tho’  it  has 
gone  thro*  fix  Editions  with  Additions,  has 
taken  Notice  of  only  one  Diftemper  feated 

in  Highmore  s  Sinus.  ■■■■■ - Almoft  toothlefs 

ftands  Mr.  Sharps  Operations  in  Surgery, 
notwithftanding  it  has  run  thro’  almoft  as 
many  Impreffions  as  his  Mafter’s ;  and  Ga - 
takers  Operations  (tranflated  from  Le  Dr an) 
with  Remarks,  Plates  of  the  Operations 
with  a  Set  of  Inftruments,  &c.  are  equally 
filent  on  this  Subjeft. 

But  if  we  look  back  we  fhall  find,  that 
from  the  Days  of  Hippocrates  down  to  the 
laft  Century,  feveral  great  Men  thought 
thefe  Bones  fo  worthy  of  their  Notice,  that 

they 
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they  have  beftowed  much  Time  in  writing 
on  their  Difeafes.  Among  this  Number  we 

,  •  '  w 

find  Hippocrates ,( i )  Galen,  (2)  Helmont ,  (3 )  Eu- 
jlachius ,  (4)  Vef alius,  (5)  Columbus,  (6)  Havers  ; 
and  many  more  might  be  quoted  if  neceflary ; 
who  have  wrote  of  them,  even  from  Den¬ 
tition  to  their  full  Growth,  &c.  therefore  I 
fliall  not  take  up  your  Time  in  reciting  their 
Anatomical  Enquiries,  Structure,  (7)  Ana- 
lyfis  or  (8)  Obfervations  made  on  a  few 
Teeth,  fince  they  have  been  handled  in  a 
mafterly  Way  ^  but  confine  myfelf  to  fome 
of  thofe  principal  Indifpofitions,  which  they 
are  liable  to.  It  may  however  be  obferved, 
(en  paJJant)  that  each  Tooth  has  a  Nerve, 
Membranes,  Ligament  and  mufcular  or 
carnous  Enclofure,  all  or  any  of  which  are 
fubjeft  like  other  Parts  of  the  human  Fabric, 
to  undergo  a  Mutation,  and  be  diftemper’d 
like  other  exfanguious  Parts,  as  Caries  and  j 

Corrofions  fufficiently  prove,  - A  Caries 

of  the  Teeth  may  take  its  Birth  or  Origin 

( 1)  Tra£t  de  Offibus.  (2)  De  vi&us  ratione.  ( 3)  De 
Dentibus.  (4)  De  corpore  humano.  B.  I.  ch.  11.  (5)  10th, 
ch.  B.  I.  (6)  Ofteology.  (7)  Papius .  (8)  Bartholine  and 
Hippocrates .  Se£L  6tha  B.  VI,  of  his  Epidemics. 

from 
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from  internal  Diftempers,  fuch  as  a  fcorbu- 
tic  Lymph  or  the  like,  which  corroding  the 
)  Gums,  forms  at  firfl:  fmall  Ulcers,  after- 
t  wards  the  Tooth  on  its  external  Part  grows 
I  foul  and  fcftens,  and  a  black  Speck  is  the 
I  Prognofis;  when  this  Difeafe  paffes  unob- 
l  ferved,  in  Time  it  eats  through  its  cortical 
l  Subftance,  and  by  inviting  an  additional 
I  Moifture,  the  Tooth  foon  becomes  rotten  and 
[  moulders  away  piece-meal. 

Sugar,  Sweet-meats  and  their  whole  Tribe 
i  are  deftruftive,  by  Reafon  of  their  grofs 
:  and  vifcid  Particles  adhering  to  the  Gums, 
which  daily  diffolving  by  little  and  little, over- 
1  moiften  thefe  Bones,  and  their  clammy  or 
«  vifcid  Fluids  incommode  their  natural  nu- 
i  tritious  Juice  from  fecreting  in  a  proper 
State. 

Preparations  of  Mercury  adminiftred  ei¬ 
ther  by  Unftion,  or  taken  inwardly,  feem  to 
be  the  greateft  Enemy  to  the  Teeth,  fince 
they  are  capable  of  infmuating  themfelves 
into  them  by  the  Subtility  of  their  Parts, 
and  a£t  as  an  Efcharotic  from  their  corrofive 
Nature,  and  are  confequently  injurious  to 
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the  Nerves,  Membranes  and  Ligaments.  — - 
It  leems  Mr.  Boyle  has  taken  Notice  of  this, 
by  acquainting  us  that  he  found  a  fma'll 
Drop  of  Mercury  in  the  Socket  of  a  Tooth 
after  a  mercurial  Unftion,  which  was  the 

Occafion  of  its  falling  out. - We  daily  fee 

that  the  Effe£t  of  a  Salivation  is  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  thefe  moft  durable  Bones,  by  firft  in¬ 
flaming  and  diftending  the  Gums,  and  after¬ 
wards  leaving  them  in  a  lax,  flaccid,  fpongy 
and  broken  State.  —  If  then  Mercury  has 
fuch  Power  on  thefe  Bodies,  which  are  the 
moft  compact,  and  remarkable  for  their  du¬ 
rable  Texture  of  all  other,  what  Havock 
muft  it  make  amongft  thofe  Bones  of  a  more 
fpongy  Nature? 

Hot  Things  are  known  to  be  prejudicial 
to  their  Subftance,  by  relaxing  the  Gums 
and  weakning  their  Nerves,  as  appears  by  an 
old  Maxim  in  the  Schola  Salernitana  as  well  | 
as  Experience,  viz.  Pultes  ferventes  faciunt 
corrumpere  Dentes .  It  would  be  almoft  end- 
lefs  to  enumerate  the  various  Subftances 
which  are  noxious  to  the  Teeth,  producing 
either  a  depraved  Nutrition,  Weaknefs  of 
i  their 
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their  Nerves,  &c.  However  let  the  Diforder 
arife  from  whatfoever  Caufe,  we  are  to  in¬ 
quire  into  its  Origin,  fmce  Concretions  and 
Indurations  about  them  from  an  impure 
Spittle,  or  bad  Lymph  of  the  Gums,  often 
prove  the  rife  of  the  Pain  and  Anguifh ; 
the  Habit  of  the  Body  ought  alfo  to  be 
particularly  attended  to,  fmce  Nephritic, 
Scorbutic,  or  Arthritic  People,  &c.  are 
violently  feized  with  this  Diforder ;  therefore 
we  ought  firft  for  Relief  to  remove  the 
Sordes,  and  commit  the  Cacheftic  Body  to  be 
correfted  by  the  Phyfician. 

There  is  one  Diforder  of  the  Teeth  to  be 
remedied  with  Eafe  and  Safety,  without 
running  to  a  Tooth-Drawer  to  pocket  fo 
neceffary  a  Bone ;  and  that  is,  when  any 
of  them  becomes  excavated  or  hollow  5  by 
firft  cleanfing  the  Cavity  of  whatever  cor¬ 
rupted  Subftance  is  lodged  in  it,  and  then 
filling  its  Hollo wnefs  with  Wax,  Olibanum , 
Maftich  or  Lead,  which  will  prevent  either 
the  cold  Air  or  Aliments  from  difturbing 
the  Parts  for  Years  afterwards. - -  Fre¬ 

quently  the  Teeth  become  diftempered  from 

final! 
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fmall  Particles  or  Portions  of  the  Aliment 
infmuating  themfelves  into  the  fmall  Ca¬ 
vities  of  the  unfound  Tooth,  or  flicking 
to  it  for  fome  Days*  which  contracting  a 
Putrefaction  and  foetid  Stench,  preys  upon 
it  more  and  more,  and  foon  after  produceth 
Vermin,  and  a  Corrofion  of  the  Bone,  when 
a  Defluxion  of  bad  Serum  enters  the  Parts, 

i 

irritates  their  nervous  Membranes  and  ex¬ 
cites  cruel  Anguifh.  — Such  like  terrible  Dis¬ 
orders  in  the  Teeth  are  frequently  attended 
with  much  worfe  Confequences,  if  a  fpeedy 
Stop  is  not  attempted  ;  for  when  the  Sa¬ 
nies  of  a  foul  Tooth  cannot  be  difcharged, 
its  Socket  and  Jaw  Bone  will  become  foul 
in  a  little  Time  ;  it  is  from  fuch  like  Caufes 
that  Inflammations,  and  Abfcefles  in  thefe 
Parts,  become  fo  frequent,  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  Pages  will  fufficiently  evince. 

% 
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In  the  Year  1743,  Mr.  C-—d—n  C--n, 
applied  to  me  fome  little  Time  after  my 
Arrival  in  Barbados ,  for  a  Diforder  he  had 
been  troubled  with  for  two  or  three  Years; 
he  had  been  falivated  for  it,  but  without 
receiving  any  Advantage  ;  and  had  applied 
to  almoft  every  one,  that  he  could  get  re¬ 
commended  to  ;  the  foetid  Difchar^e  and 
Snuffling  had  made  the  Neighbours  believe, 
that  the  Diforder  proceeded  from  the  Pox ; 
in  Confequence  of  which,  he  grew  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  his  Relations  and  Friends,  infomuch, 
that  they  fhun’d  his  Company, 

After  he  pulled  out  the  Plugs  of  Lint 
from  his  Noftrils,  there  flowed  at  leaft  a 
Tea  fpoonful  of  a  flunking  ichorous  Mat¬ 
ter  ;  there  was  a  fmall  Cicatrice  of  a  for- 
mer  Abfcefs  opened  externally,  a  little  Dif- 
tance  from  the  right  Ala  of  the  Nofe ;  on 
examining  the  Noftrils,  I  difcovered  an  Ul¬ 
cer  on  each  Side  of  the  Septum  Naji . 

M 
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He  complained  of  much  Pain  in  his  Nofe 
upwards. - -  Having  heard  of  the  Re¬ 

port  of  his  being  foul,  I  put  the  Queftion 
to  him,  and  alfo  afked,  whether  any  of  his 
Family  were  fcrophulous,  to  all  which  he 

pofitively  anfwered  in  the  Negative. - 1 

bled  and  purged  him  three  or  four  Times, 
which  in  a  few  Days  alleviated  the  Pain. — 

I  put  him  under  a  Courfe  of  Antifcorbu- 
ticks,  but  at  the  Month’s  End,  we  had  not 
got  any  Advantage  of  the  Diftemper;  I 
obferved  the  Difcharge  was  not  abated  ei¬ 
ther  in  Quantity,  Complexion,  or  Scent,  and 
on  preffing  with  my  Fingers  on  the  Cheek 
near  the  Bones  of  the  Nofe,  it  flowed  afrefli ; 

I  endeavoured  to  introduce  my  Probe  into 
each  of  the  Sinufes,  believing  a  foul  Bone 
to  be  the  Caufe  of  the  Trouble,  but  in  this 
Examination,  I  could  not  perceive  the  Bone 
of  the  Maxilla  Superior  bare.  — - - I  or¬ 

dered  however,  one  of  the  Incifores  to  be 
extra&ed,  and  elefted  that  Tooth  which  was 
moft  uneafy  ;  on  prefling  on  the  lower  Part 
of  the  Cheek,  the  Operation  fucceeded, 
and  fome  Matter  followed  the  Tooth  ;  I  or-  : 

,  dered 
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dered  the  other  Side  of  his  JaW  to  undergo 

* 

the  fame  Operation,  which  being  perform¬ 
ed,  the  Patient  found  the  Difcharge  thro’ 
his  Noftril  decreafe  for  three  or  four  Days, 
after  which  the  twro  Ulcers  healed,  and  in 
a  little  Time  after  he  recovered  his  Strength 
and  Spirits.  — — — -  Cenfure  joined  with  in¬ 
tended  ill  Nature,  is  often  too  heavy  a  Bur¬ 
then  to  withftand,  and  though  Man’s  Re¬ 
putation  is  the  mod  precious  Jewel,  yet  it 
is  capable  of  loling  its  Luftre  by  miftaken 
Conjectures  or  poifonous  Afperfions ;  of  the 
Truth  of  this  Obfervation,  the  prefent  wor¬ 
thy  Perfon  is  a  living  Proof. 
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Mrs.  Gretton’s  Ca  fe. 

In  1743,  John  Sober ,  E%  of  Barbados 
fent  for  me  to  vifit  his  Overfeer’s  Wife. 
She  had  long  complained  of  a  flefhy  Sub- 
ftance  in  her  Mouth,  which  at  Times  would 
difcharge  large  Quantities  of  Blood,  info- 
much  that  partly  by  the  Frights,  and  part¬ 
ly  by  Weaknefs,  fhe  mifcarried  more  than 
once  ;  fhe  had  been  affii&ed  with  this  Dif- 

M  a  order 
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order  near  two  Years,  and  by  the  frequent 

* 

Haemorrhages  was  greatly  reduced,  being 

very  thin,  pale  and  feeble. - The  Time 

T  was  fent  for,  fhe  was  under  one  of  the 
Fluxes  of  Blood,  which  feveral  Practitio¬ 
ners  had  been  attempting  to  flop,  with  va¬ 
rious  Sorts  of  ftyptic  Medicines,  with  which 
hard  Doffils  of  Lint  were  either  fprinkled 
or  wetted ;  on  removing  the  Applications, 
the  Blood  poured  out  of  the  Mouth  in  a 
large  Stream,  it  feemed  to  flow  from  feve¬ 
ral  Veflels,  and  having  obferved  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  I  preft  a  fmall  Doflil  of  Lint  againft 
it,  and  confined  it  down  with  a  Probe, 
making  one  of  the  Affiftants  hold  it.  — — 
On  examining  the  Mouth,  I  found  the  right 
Side  of  the  Maxilla  Inferior  overfpread  with 
a  large  fleftiy  Tumour,  and  it  covered  the 
Molares  both  externally  and  internally  ;  it 
extended  itfelf  along  the  Jaw,  from  the  In- 
cifores  to  the  condyloid  Procefs ;  it  was  in  1 
fome  Parts  hard,  in  others  foft  and  flabby  ; 
upon  the  whole,  it  feemed  to  be  a  fungous 
Excrefcence,  and  therefore  I  propofed  re¬ 
moving  the  whole,  or  as  much  of  it  as 

Fol“ 
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poffible  by  Excifion. - For  a  long  Time  the 

Operation  was  objected  to,  on  Account  of 
her  Weaknefs  and  the  Hazard  of  a  Pro- 
fufion  of  Blood.  But  acquainting  the  fe- 
veral  Practitioners,  that  it  was  my  abfolute 
Opinion,  that  the  whole  Diforder  proceed¬ 
ed  from  a  Caries  of  the  Bone,  and  that  it 
was  neceflary  to  cut  away  this  luxuriant 
Flefh,  to  extraft  what  Teeth  were  foul, 
without  which  it  would  be  impoffible  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  Cure,  they  after  fome  Time  con- 
fented.  Therefore  with  my  Knife  I  dif¬ 
fered  inward  from  the  furthermoft  Tooth 
forward,  alfo  made  another  Incifion,  the 
fame  Length  on  the  external  Part  of  the 

Jaw,  on  which  I  removed  above  two  Ounces 

>  * 

of  the  Subftance,  but  left  a  large  Portion 
behind  ;  this  Incifion  caufed  but  a  fmall 
Flux  of  Blood,  and  the  Advantage  gained 
was  difengaging  the  Teeth  from  the  Flelbu 
One  of  the  Molares  was  extracted,  on  which 
the  Artery  was  divided,  and  a  violent.  Hae¬ 
morrhage  enfued  ;  I  endeavoured  to  find 
out  its  Mouth,  but  by  no  Means  could  re- 
ftrain  the  Bleeding,  by  Applications ;  I  or- 

M  3  dered 
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dered  the  next  Tooth  to  be  drawn  immedL 
atelv,  which  being  removed,  the  Effufion 

yielded  to  dry  Lint  only. - Befides  I  have 

known  feveral  Inftances  of  Hemorrhages 
ft  opt  by  extrafling  the  next  Tooth,  when 
all  Styptics,  nay  even  the  adtual  Cautery 
have  failed. 

Next  Day  the  Alveoli  were  filled  up  with 
fpongy  Flefti,  and  I  found  by  my  Probe, 
that  the  next  Tooth  was  foul,  which  imme¬ 
diately  was  extracted,  but  not  without  great 
Perfuafions ;  this  1  found  alfo  difeafed,  and 
therefore  made  a  Motion  for  her  to  lofe  a 
fourth  Tooth,  but  could  not  get  her  to 

i 

comply. 

About  a  Week  after  I  paid  her  a  Vifit, 
found  her  very  chearful  and  eafy,  the  Ex- 
crefcence  left  beyond  the  Dentes  Molares  was 
now  falling  off,  but  the  jaw  appeared  too 
large,  and  the  Gums  or  Sockets  of  the  re¬ 
moved  Teeth  were  not  confoii dated,  which 

' 1  *  4 

{hewed  that  the  Bone  was  foul,  and  there- 

/ 

fore  I  flrongly  enforced  with  Arguments,  the 
Neceffity  of  lofing  another  Tooth  or  two, 
b\it  herein  I  was  alfo  denied,  as  fhe  was 
free  from  Paiif.  I 
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I  heard  no  more  of  my  Patient  till  about 
fifteen  Months  after,  when  I  was  fent  for 
in  great  Hafte ;  fire  w^s  then  labouring  un¬ 
der  a  Haemorrhage  from  the  Part  affefted, 
and  a  new  flefhy  Subftance  had  fprung  up, 
which  was  of  the  Size  of  a  large  Walnut, 
having  its  Bafis  from  the  Sockets  of  the  re¬ 
moved  Teeth,  which  for  fome  Time  had 
incommoded  her  Tongue  ;  this  Excrefcence 
I  cut  out,  and  ordered  two  more  of  the  Mo- 

J  silk 

lares  to  be  extracted,  which  being  perform¬ 
ed,  and  no  great  Quantity  of  Blood  fpilt, 
I  ordered  her  Mouth  to  be  gargled  with 
Tinfture  of  red  Rofes,  mixt  with  a  little 
Honey  and  an  eighth  Part  of  Eaton  s  Styp¬ 
tic,  the  Intent  of  which  was  not  only  to 
digeft  but  alfo  to  brace  up  the  Gums,  and 

make  them  firm,  - She  ufed  this  Mouth- 

Water  for  fome  Time,  from  this  fhe  be¬ 
came  hearty,  recovered  her  Strength,  has 
brought  forth  two  fine  Children,  and  is  now 

perfeftly  recovered. - It  is  to  be  obferv- 

ed  that  feveral  fmall  Fragments  of  the  Bone 
fcaled  off  and  came  away  at  Times. 

M  4  Of 
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cftsdbe: 

II L  Of  a  fowl  Jaw. 

In  the  Year  1748,  Mrs.  Fernandez  of  the 
Jewifh  Religion,  was  brought  from  Sarinum 
(a  Dutch  Colony  on  the  wild  Brazils)  in  a 
Sloop  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Fhotnas  of  Bar - 
bados ,  —  Faro  Commander  3  hie  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  me  by  the  Governor  and  Mer¬ 
chants  of  that  Province,  and  afterwards  by 
the  mod:  confiderable  Jews  in  this  Hand.. 

This  woman  was  about  forty  Years  of 
Age,  Mother  of  feveral  Children,  and  had 
been  afflicted  with  a  Diforder  in  her  Mouth 
for  feme  Years,  and  not  meeting  with  any 
Relief  from  the  Dutch  or  Spanifh  Surgeons, 
who  declared  the  Cafe  to  be  cancerous,  fhe 
undertook  the  Voyage  to  Barbados  even  in 
the  dangerous  Time  of  both  the  Spanifh  and 
French  Wars.  The  Bones  of  her  Nofe  and 
Cheek  on  the  right  fide  were  enlarged  and 
inflamed,  her  Tongue  had  a  very  deep  putrid 
Ulcer  on  its  fide,  and  was  above  one  third 
eat  through  5  the  upper  jaw  and  Palate  of 

the 
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the  Mouth  were  overfpread  with  a  flefhy 
Subftance,  which  difcharged  a  fanious  putrid 
Ichor,  of  a  foetid  Stench  almoft  too  much 
to  be  withftood ;  fhe  complained  of  much 
Pain,  and  was  reduced  almoft  to  a  Shadow ; 
fhe  informed  me  that  for  the  laft  fix  Months, 
all  her  Suftenance  was  fuck'd  in  thro'  a 
Quill,  not  being  able  to  take  in  any  Aliment 
that  requir'd  Maftication,  nor  capable  of 
fwal lowing  any  thing  folid;  in  fhort  fhe 
could  neither  fpeak  nor  fwallow  without 
Pain. 

After  fhe  had  recovered  the  Fatigue  of  the 
Voyage  and  refrefh’d  herfelf  for  a  Week,  I  fet 
about  the  Work  j  firft  two  of  the  Molar es  (next 
to  the  Eye  Teeth)  were  extrafted  which  ap¬ 
pear’d  rotten,  and  fome  fmall  Scales  of  the  fides 
of  their  Sockets  came  with  them.  I  drew  out 
a  third  and  a  fourth,  then  bored  thro'  the 
fecond  of  the  Alveoli  into  the  Antrum 
Hymorianum ,  or  Jinus  Maxilla:  fuperioris ,  from 
which  fome  Matter  flowed ;  I  took  away  a 
little  Blood  from  the  Arm,  ordered  a  Gar¬ 
gle  to  be  ufed  every  four  Hours,  to  which 
a  little  of  the  Ample  Tinfture  of  Myrrh 

was 
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was  added;  next  day  fhe  took  half  an  Ounce 
of  Lenitive  Electuary  to  give  her  a  Stool 
being  very  coftive ;  the  Evening  following 
the  Inflammation  and  Swelling  in  her  Cheek 
fubfided,  the  Pains  abated,  but  the  fungous 
Flefli  kept  its  State  without  any  very  vifible 
Alteration.  On  examining  the  Teeth  fur¬ 
ther  I  had  Reafon  to  believe  they  were  all 
difeafed,  even  to  the  Dentes  Sapientiee ,  they 
being  very  black  and  jagged;  and  when  I 
preffed  againfl:  them  with  a  Spatula,  fome 
little  Pain  enfued,  upon  which  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  extract  them  ;  on  her  Compliance 
they  were  all  removed  on  that  fide  of  the 
upper  Jaw,  when  the  lower  Edges  of  the 
Bone  appeared  foul.  It  was  from  this  ca¬ 
rious  Bone,  that  the  flefhy  Tumour  which 
overfpread  the  Jaw  and  roof  of  the  Mouth 
took  its  Rooting ;  I  therefore  made  an  Inci- 
lion  along  the  Alveoli,  and  cut  offits  Fibres, 
on  which  the  whole  Excrefcence  was  re¬ 
moved  without  any  confiderable  lofs  of 
Blood,  and  in  a  few  Days  all  her  Pains 
went  off,  unlefs  that  in  her  Tongue;  her 
Voice  altered  for  the  better,  and  fhe  took 

more 
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l  more  Nourifhment  daily.  The  Gums  firm-* 
ly  clofed  by  the  Ufe  of  an  Aftringent  Gargle 
in  a  little  Time,  but  firffc  feveral  fmall  Por- 
jj  tions  of  the  Os  Maxillare  came  away;  as 
fhe  regained  her  Strength,  lenient  Purges 
with  fmall  Dofes  of  Calomel  were  taken,  a 
Courfe  of  BEthiops  with  a  Decoftion  of  the 
Woods  were  perfifted  in  for  near  fix  Weeks, 
but  without  any  Advantage  on  the  Ulcer  of 
the  Tongue ;  at  this  Time  it  appeared  co¬ 
vered  with  a  yellow  Slough,  difcharging 
a  thin  foetid  Water,  which  was  very  irkfome 
1  to  her  ;  fometimes  it  ufed  to  fwell  and  in¬ 
flame,  for  which  I  bled  her  once  or  twice, 
but  thefe  Proceedings  gave  us  very  little 
hopes  of  Succefs :  Sometimes  I  was  fufpicious 
that  the  Diforder  took  its  Birth  from  a  Ve¬ 
nereal  Taint,  and  at  other  Times  from  a 
Scorbutic  Habit ;  however  at  laft  examining 
the  lower  Jaw  on  that  fide  of  the  Mouth 
which  the  Ulcer  was  on,  I  difcovered  two 

* 

\  Stumps  of  the  Molar es  with  their  fharp 
i  Edges,  handing  out  beyond  the  Surface  of 
|  the  Gums  inwardly;  thele  were  drawn  and 
the  Caufe  of  all  the  Trouble  was  removed  ; 
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for  In  a  Day  or  two  the  Tongue  threw  off 
a  thick  Slough?  leaving  a  deep  large  Ulcer 
which  began  to  incar n  inftantly  after,  and 
in  about  ten  or  twelve  Days  entirely  healed, 
only  with  the  Ufe  of  a  common  cleanfmg 
Gargle. 

The  Obftinacy  of  this  Ulcer,  or  more 
properly,  its  long  Continuance,  arofe  from 
an  Over-fight  in  not  before  difcovering  the 
Afperities  or  fharp  Edges  of  the  two  Stumps; 
and  Indeed  they  fiip’d  my  Obfervation,  as 
they  were  not  to  be  feen  or  felt  on  the  fupe- 
riour  Part  of  the  Gums  $  but  their  fhelly 
Edges  flood  inward,  which  could  fcarcely  be 
difcovered  any  other  Way  than  by  Feeling : 
I  was  well  fatisfled  that  I  found  out  the 
Origin  at  lafl  of  the  Diflemper,  being  con¬ 
vinced  that  all  the  internal  Medicines  in  the 
World  could  never  have  perfedted  a  certain 
Cure,  and  I  am  afraid  a  Salivation  would 
only  have  exafperated  the  Difeafe ;  this, 
tho?  a  late  Difcovery  of  its  Rife  may  be  of 
no  fmall  Importance  to  unexperienced  young 
Surgeons,  fmce  every  Diflemper,  when  once 
well  underflood  is  nearly  cured,  or  with 

very 
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very  little  Trouble  is  to  be  perfected;  for  a 
juft  Prognoftic  of  the  Origin  of  a  Difeafe  will 
reduce  the  Lift  of  thofe  Diftempers  enrolled 
among  the  Qpprobria  Medicorum.  It  is  the 
Duty  of  a  Surgeon  not  to  undertake  a  Cure 
if  he  cannot  find  out  the  Caufe,  and  it  is 
but  honeft  to  call  in  another  to  aflift  in  fuch 
Enquiries  ;  for  by  fuch  prudent  Proceedings, 
he  will  not  only  do  Juftice  to  his  Patient, 
but  will  acquire  much  Knowledge,  and  learn 
to  diftinguifh  one  Diftemper  from  another, 
and  difcern  the  complicated  from  the 
fimple,  the  venereal  from  the  fcorbutic,  &c. 

To  conclude,  the  Patient  continued  the  Ufe 
of  the  detergent  Gargle,  was  purged  two 
or  three  Times  after  the  Ulcer  was  cica¬ 
trized  to  leffen  the  neighbouring  fwelfd 
Glands,  and  in  a  few  Weeks  after  file  re¬ 
turned  to  Surinam  with  her  Mouth  in  good 
Order,  and  was  hearty  and  well  in  Health, 
to  the  Surprize  of  her  Friends  and  Acquain¬ 
tance, 


( 
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Of  an  Abfcefs  in  the  Fade. 


In  the  Year  1734,  I  was  fent  for  to  vi- 
fit  a  Servant  belonging  to  William  Wither i, 
Efq;  of  Marrydown  near  Bajing/loke  in  Hamp - 
Jhire ;  the  young  Man  had  been  under  the 
Care  of  an  Apothecary  for  feveral  Days 
for  a  Fever  of  the  eryfipelatous  Kind,  his 
Face  was  greatly  inflamed  on  one  Side  from 
the  Cheek  upwards,  and  one  Eye  was  quite 
clofed.  - - A  Poultis  was  applied  to  the 

1 

difeafed  Part,  on  removing  which,  I  found 
a  Tumour  on  the  Os  Malce ,  extending  it- 
felf  over  the  Procejfus  Jugalis ;  next  Day  it 
was  opened  and  difcharged  a  confiderable 
Quantity  of  well  concofted  Matter,  and 
the  Sinus  was  dilated  in  its  whole  Extent, 
and  drefl:  according  to  order  in  fuch  like 
Cafes  ;  it  was  fome  confiderable  Time  be^ 
fore  the  Part  healed,  notwithftanding  he 
was  bled  and  purged  feveral  Times,  and  a 
low  Diet  was  obferved. 


2 


1 


About 
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About  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf  iu  the  fame 
Year  he  was  attacked  in  the  fame  Manner, 
when  I  was  again  fent  for,  but  not  till  near 
a  Week  after  the  Attack  of  the  Difeafe.  I 
found  him  labouring  under  a  violent  In¬ 
flammatory  Fever,  his  Face  and  Head 
fwelled  prodigioufly, delirious  between  whiles, 
and  complaining  of  great  Pain  in  his  Face 
and  Head ;  he  was  immediately  let  Blood, 
a  Clyfter  was  thrown  up,  and  the  difeafed 
Parts  were  bathed  with  a  Decoftion  of  El¬ 
der  Flowers. — -The  next  Morning  an  Ab- 
fcefs  fhewed  itfelf  on  the  fame  Cheek  as 
in  the  Spring,  which  in  the  Evening  I  open¬ 
ed  and  difcharged  a  Cupful  of  Matter ;  foon 
after  his  Pains  abated  and  his  Fever  de- 
creafed,  he  was  treated  for  feveral  Days  as 
one  labouring  under  a  common  violent 

eryfipelatous  Fever. - —  At  the  Month’s 

End  the  Parts  again  healed,  but  not  with¬ 
out  the  Afliftance  of  good  Purges. 

Early  in  the  Spring  following  he  was  a 
third  Time  attackt  with  a  Pain  in  his  Face. 
. — — On  his  firft  Complaints  I  was  fent  for, 
I  found  him  in  great  Anguifh,  and  afflict¬ 
ed 
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ted  with  a  Fever  ;  immediately  twelve  Ounces 
of  Blood  were  taken  from  his  Arm,  a  Clyf- 
ter  was  inje&ed,  which  though  it  gave 
him  feme  Stools,  yet  afforded  him  no  Re¬ 
lief,  either  as  to  the  Pain  or  Fever. - On 

examining  more  ftriftly  into  the  Manner  in 
which  the  Difeafe  feized  him,  I  found  the 
Pain  of  the  Face  did  not  proceed  from  the 
Fever,  but  that  this  latter  was  the  Confe- 
quence  of  the  former,  that  it  encreafed  as 
the  Parts  inflamed,  and  that  the  Anguifh 
and  Inflammation  were  the  firft  Symptoms. 

—  In  difeourfing  with  him  I  difeovered 
his  Breath  to  ftink  very  much,  which  gave 

me  a  Sufpicion  of  rotten  Teeth. - Being 

afkt  whether  he  was  ever  feized  with  a 
Pam  in  the  Teeth,  he  replied  fcarce  ever, 
uniefs  at  the  Times  when  his  Face  had 
fwelled ;  on  examining  his  Mouth,  I  found 
the  fecond  and  third  of  the  Molares  decay'd 
next  to  the  Incijores ;  on  removing  one  of 
which,  we  had  a  plentiful  Difcharge  of  foe¬ 
tid  Matter ;  in  a  few  Hours  after  the  Pain 
ceafed,  the  Fever  abated,  and  from  this 
Time  to  the  Year  1749,  which  was  the 

2  -  Time, 
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Time  I  accidentally  met  with  him,  lie  told 
me  that  he  had  never  been  troubled  with 
any  Pain  in  his  Face  or  Nofe. 


9 

In  the  Year  1748,  Mr.  Caftilibn ,  Purfer 
j  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Mary  Galley ,  Robert 
\  Swanton ,  Efq;  Commander,  applied  to  me 
1  for  Relief  in  a  Diforder  in  his  Teeth  ;  this 
)  Gentleman  had  been  with  Lord  Anjon ,  in 
|  his  Voyage  round  Cape  Horn ,  &c.  and  had 
3  contracted  a  violent  Scurvy,  which  being 
1  negle&ed,  had  feized  his  Mouth :  His  Breath 
ij  was  very  offenfive  and  moft  of  his  Teeth 
\  foul  and  loofe  ;  the  Gums  were  full  of  little 
Ulcers,  from  which  oozed  a  feetid  Matter. 

I  Having  cleanfed  them  from  the  corrofive 
Sordes,  I  found  two  of  the  Molares  of  the 
under  Jaw  rotten,  and  a  Caries  of  the  Bone, 
from  which  a  famous  Matter  flowed ;  as 
Part  of  the  Bone  was  loofe,  and  the  Teeth 

I  appeared  irreparable,  I  propofed  removing 
them,  to  prevent  the  Diforder  from  fpread- 
ing,  and  to  preferve  the  other  Teeth;  fince 
a  Caries  in  one  Tooth,  has  often  attacked 
the  next,  and  fo  on,  till  the  whole  Side  of 

N  tha 
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the  J  aw  is  diftempered  •  and  therefore  this 
expedient  was  neceffary  to  fcop  the  fpread- 
ing  Corruption,  which  might  be  carried  on 
even  to  the  upper  Jaw,  by  an  Admixture 

of  the  Humour  with  the  Saliva. - For  the 

Exulcerations  of  the  Gums,  I  ordered  his 
Mouth  to  be  wafht  with  red  Wine,  to  half 
a  Pint  of  which,  two  Spoonfuls  of  Tinc¬ 
ture  of  Myrrh  compound,  and  aTinftureof 
Dragons  Blood  were  added.  He  continued 
in  this  Method  for  near  a  Fortnight,  when 
one  Morning  he  came  to  me  with  Part  of 
his  Jaw,  and  the  two  Teeth  in  his  Hand,  j) 
having  removed  them  himfelf  in  the  Night 
as  he  lay  in  Bed.  From  this  Time,  his  | 
offenfive  Breath  mended,  and  the  Remaind¬ 
er  of  his  Teeth  with  the  Gums  became  a 
found. 

I  have  in  the  Introdudlion  to  the  Difeafes  I 
of  the  Teeth,  faid  that  Sugar  frequently  J 
deftroys  the  Teeth  of  Children  ;  the  Truth 
of  which  is  very 
lonies 3  for  the 
bad  Teeth,  but  more  particularly  the  Chil¬ 
dren  about  the  Plantations  3  and  we  may  ac-  : 

count:  1 


manifeft  in  the  Sugar  Co-* 
Natives  in  general  have 
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count  for  this  Difeafe  being  fo  rife,  from 
fucking  the  Sugar  Canes  daily,  from  the 
Beginning  of  the  Crop  to  its  End,  and  this 
Praftice  is  annually  3  even  Children  from 
three  Years  of  Age  to  grown  Perfons  are 
fond  of  chewing  this  mellifluous  Plant.-— 
I  once  knew  a  very  extraordinary  Cafe,  which 
was,  that  almoft  the  whole  under  Jaw  of  a 
Child  about  fix  Years  of  Age  grew  foul 
and  came  off  with  the  Teeth  in  it  3  Mr, 
Mellows ,  who  was  Father  of  the  young  Lady* 
fent  for  me  fome  Time  after,  when  I  found 
fome  of  the  foul  Bones  working  their  Way 
through  fever al  external  Openings. 

A  Daughter  of  Mr.  John  Thomas  y  Mer¬ 
chant  in  Bridge-Town ,  was  affii&ed  with 
foul  Teeth  for  upwards  of  a  Year;  at  length 
I  was  fent  for,  when  I  found  Part  of  her 
Jaw  foul,  which  after  fome  Time  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  be  taken  away  with  three  of  the 
Teeth  in  their  proper  Sockets.  It  was  fome 
Months  before  the  Gums  clofed  and  grew 
firm, 

>  ,  •  •  •>  ■  •  .  .  • 
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Of  a  Fra&ured  J  aw . 

A  Negroe  Man  belonging  to  the  Honou¬ 
rable  John  Lyte ,  Efq;  in  the  Year  1747  re¬ 
turning  to  the  Plantation  from  Bridge-Town 
with  the  Waggon,  being  drunk  tumbled  out 
forward  and  fell  under  the  Wheel,  which 
run  over  part  ©f  the  upper  Jaw,  and  frac¬ 
tured  the  lower  compleat  in  two  feparate 
Places,  and  alfo  dillocated  the  right  Condy¬ 
loid  5  fome  of  the  Teeth  were  cut  off  with 
their  Sockets  inwards,  adhering  to  the  Bone 
only  in  Part.  Some  Hours  after  the  Acci¬ 
dent  I  was  fent  for,  when  I  found  the  Cafe 

✓ 

as  reprefented,  with  Part  of  the  Jaw  Bone 
in  two  Places  forced  thro’  the  Wounds. 
With  fome  Difficulty  I  reduced  the  Difloca- 
tionand  the  Parts  of  the  Bones  fra&ur’d, 
the  Teeth  with  their  Alveoli  being  firft 
reinftated  *  the  Wounds  were  drefl  with 
dry  Lint  and  a  Digeftive  ;  Compreffes  and  a 
proper  Bandage  fecured  the  injured  Bones. 
After  the  lower  Jaw  was  brought  clofe  to 
;  -  the 
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the  upper,  the  Teeth  anfwering  exaftly  to 
each  other.  In  the  Evening  twelve  Ounces 
of  Blood  were  taken  away,  and  next  Morn¬ 
ing  the  fame  Quantity  was  repeated,  to 

/ 

flop  a  threatning  Eryfipilas,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  any  extraordinary  Accidents  cooling 
Clyfters  were  injected  once  a  Day,  whilft 
emollient  Fomentations  were  applied  to  his 
Jaw  and  Face,  by  which  Means  the  Inflam¬ 
mation  was  affwaged  in  five  or  fix  Days, 
during  which  Time  his  Nourifhment  was 
Water  Gruel,  thin  Broths,  and  the  like, 
all  which  he  fuck’d  thro’  a  Quill.  At  the 
Week’s  end,  having  drefl:  the  Wound  daily, 
t  he  could  with  fome  trouble  open  his  Mouth 
fc  far  as  to  admit  me  to  examine  thofe 
Teeth  which  with  their  Sockets  I  had  redu¬ 
ced  ;  I  found  them  with  the  Bone  loofe,  and 
n  on  prefling  them  he  complained  of  fo  much 
’  Pain  as  made  him  defirous  of  having  them 
taken  away,  the  Gums  were  greatly  inflamed 
attended  with  Sloughs  and  Putrefaftion.  The 
Saliva  which  continually  dribbled  out  of  his 
Mouth  was  attended  with  a  feetid  Stench. 
A  vulnerary  Gargle  warm  was  held  in  his 

N  3  Mouth 
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Mouth  almoft  continually  to  bring  the 
wounded  Gums  to  Suppuration,  which  an- 
fwered  the  Intent  not  before  ten  Days  ;  as 
the  Wounds  penetrated  into  the  Mouth,  the 
Digeftion  was  kept  back  by  the  Saliva. 
The  inferior  Parts  of  the  fradtured  Bones 
in  due  Time  fcaled,  having  a  PafTage  thro* 
the  external  Wound  $  we  had  fome  fmali 
Abfceffes  in  the  Gums  at  Times,  which  af- 
terwards  difcharged  Matter  and  then  healed  j 
foon  after  the  Spittle  became  void  of  Smell, 
the  Wounds  healed,  and  that  Part  of  the 
Jaw  cut  partly  off  with  the  Teeth  rejoined, 
though  not  without  much  Pain  and  Trou¬ 
ble  to  the  Patient.  In  about  two  Months 
I  took  my  leave,  and  it  was  near  a  Year 
before  he  was  able  to  chew  his  Food ;  Na¬ 
ture  nnifh’d  the  Cure,  after  having  thrown 
off  fome  fmali  Spirals  of  the  Bone  through 
the  Gums  inwardly,  as  well  as  through  the 
external  Wounds, 
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Dijlocation  of  the  under  yaw. 

m  ^ -u  t'.'l  ’  '  ‘  '  *0  '  '  ‘ 

In  the  Year  1738,  a  Servant  of  Lord 
Windfors  met  with  an  Accident  at  the  Wind¬ 
mill  Inn  at  Salt-Hill ,  by  attempting  to  girt 
the  Horfe  tight,  and  bawling  the  Straps  by 
the  force  of  his  Teeth,  a  common  Method 
amongft  Grooms  and  Jockeys,  Mr.  H  — « 
a  Surgeon  of  Eaton  was  fent  for,  who  after 
examining  the  Cafe,  declared  the  Man  to  be 
feized  with  a  Fahey  in  the  Jaw,  or  Planet- 
ftruck,  as  the  People  call’d  it.  The  poor 
Fellow  could  not  fpeak  to  be  underftood,  nor 
fwallow  any  Y/ine  but  with  great  difficulty, 
but  made  a  Noife  and  (hook  his  Head,  fhew- 
irig  the  Opinion  given  was  wrong ;  whilft 
others  cried  out  the  Diforder  proceeded  from 
Drunkennefs ;  various  were  the  Opinions  of 
all,  concerning  fo  fudden  a  Change  in  a 
Man  who  was  perfectly  well  but  a  Minute 
before  :  As  his  Diforder  was  not  found  out, 
his  Lord  ordered  him  to  fet  out  for  Reading ; 
the  Towns  he  rode  thro"  were  furprized  to 

N  4  fee 
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fee  a  Man  with  his  Mouth  wide  open. 

Tongue  fwell’d,  and  dribling  and  groaning 

as  he  palled  along,  and  his^Face  and  Head 

enlarged  to  a  great  Degree.  Being  fent  for 

to  the  Black  Bear  Inn,  and  examining  the 

Cafe,  luOxdWindfor  afk’d  me  if  I  coud  find  out 

the  Man’s  Diforder ;  I  immediately  replied, 

that  he  had  difiocated  his  Jaws  on  each  fide,  and 

that  they  muft  be  reduced,  which  his  Lord- 

fhip  was  pleafed  to  be  fatisfied  with*  when  I 

allured  him  the  Symptoms  and  Complaints 

proceeded  from  a  Luxation  I  fet  about  the 

Reduction,  my  Affiftant  was  placed  behind 

the  Patient,  bringing  his  Hands  over  his 

Forehead  to  make  a  counter  Extenfion, 

* 

whilft  with  my  Thumbs  on  the  hindermoft 
Teeth  on  both  fides,  I  preffed  the  Jaw 
downwards,  and  at  the  fame  Time  pulled 
forward,  by  which  Counter-A&ions,  the 
Apophyfes  of  the  Jaw  were  reftored  with  a 
little  Noife,  and  fome  Injury  to  one  of  my 
Thumbs.  The  Servant  immediately  leap’d 
off  the  Chair  and  kneeled  down,  giving 
me  a  hundred  Bleffings  in  as  diftin<51:  Words 
as  before  j  I  informed  him  it  was  dangerous 

to 
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to  talk  till  the  Parts  were  recovered;  fome 
Blood  was  taken  from  his  Arm,  and  the 
next  Morning  he  fet  out  for  Bath ,  with  his 
noble  Mafter,  having  Direftions  to  keep  on 
the  Muffler,  and  to  live  upon  Spoon-meats 
for  a  Fortnight  at  leaft. 


Of  an  extraordinary  Caries  on  the 


Major  Foffils  of  the  Legs. 

«•  •  •  A.  ' 

The  Wife  of  Mr,  Gibfon  a  Planter  near 
the  Hole  ‘Town  in  Barbados  laboured  under 

i  .  ■;« 

a  Diforder  in  her  Legs  for  upwards  of  two 
Years,  the  Anguifh  of  which  had  greatly 
reduced  her  ;  fo  that  finding  no  Relief  from 
the  Gentlemen  employed,  I  was  fent  for  in 
the  Year  1744,  when  I  found  her  in  Bed 
confined  by  the  moft  excruciating  Pains  in 
her  Limbs  ;  the  Bones  did  not  appear  en¬ 
larged,  nor  were  their  Shape  altered,  or  at 
leaft  but  very  little.  — —  There  were  fome 
fmall  Holes  in  the  Integuments,  like  thofe 
eroded  in  Wood  by  fmall  Infefts,  with  livid 
Spots  about  the  Middle  of  each  Leg,  on 

I  the 
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the  anterior  and  internal  Side!  Through 
thefe  Caver  mice  I  introduced  the  Probe  and 
felt  the  Bone  in  each  Foffil  denuded  of  its 
Periofieum .  On  withdrawing  the  Inftrument 
a  Drop  or  two  of  blackifh  Blood  followed, 
without  Pain,  although  the  Parts  gave  great 
Anguifli  on  being  felt  and  examined.  By 
her  Difcourfe  I  underftood  that  a  gentle 
Ptyalifm  had  been  purfued  for  fome  Time, 
as  a  radical  Cure,  after  which  a  Courfe  of 
Alteratives,  with  the  Woods  was  prefcribed, 

~ - 1  enquired  whether  the  Difeafe  might 

not  have  taken  its  rife  from  either  a  Blow, 
Fall,  external  Injury,  venereal  Taint,  or  a 
fcrophulous  Virus „  but  could  not  find  that 
the  Patient  had  ever  met  with  any  Acci¬ 
dents  of  thefe  Kinds,  neither  had  the  Re¬ 
lations  nor  herfelf  any  Knowledge  of  ever 
having  been  attacked  with  any  Swellings  or 
Tumours  behind  the  Ears,  or  in  any  glan- 
dulous  Parts  of  the  Body  ;  there  were  no 
Yeftiges  of  thofe  Diftempers  which  infeft 
the  Lips,  lachrymal  and  nafal  Glands,  from 
a'-ftrumous  Leven,  neither  had  fhe  ever 
had  the  Small  Pox  $  we  were  alfo  pretty 

con- 


confident  that  a  venereal  Taint  was  an  ab- 
folute  Stranger,  as  the  whole  Family  and 
Relations  were  fober,  difcreet  and  virtuous 

People. - -Upon  the  whole,  the  Diftem- 

per  appeared  to  be  fcorbutic,  and  the  Prog¬ 
noses  were,  a  Hollownefs  of  her  Eyes, 
with  black  and  blew  Circles  around  them, 
which  at  Times  would  change  to  a  fnady 
red,  offenfive  Breath  with  fpongy  Gums, 
feparating  from  the  Teeth,  and  bleeding 
now  and  then,  with  little  Ulcers,  a  Com¬ 
plexion  of  a  leaden  Colour,  and  other  fuch 
like  Signs.  This  Opinion  was  fupported  by 
the  Cuftom  and  Manner  of  the  Iflanders 
Dieting,  who,  at  lead:  four  Days  in  the 
Week, feed  on  Irifh  fait  Beef ;  pickled  Fifh,as 
Herrings,  Shads,  Cod,  alfo  Bacon,  fait  Pork^ 
and  fuch  like  grofs  Aliments  5  nay  fome  of 
the  beft:  Families  have  fuch  like  Food  at 
their  Tables  every  Day,  for  Weeks  andYears 
together,  dreft  in  various  Shapes, and  height- 
ned  with  fome  Species  of  the  Pepper,  fuch 
as  the  Bell,  Negroe  and  Bird ;  indeed  moft 
©f  the  Ladies  here  prefer  this  Diet,  before 
any  Species  of  Poultry,  notwithftanding 
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they  are  ferved  with  great  Plenty,  and  as  de¬ 
licate,  if  not  more  fo,  than  in  any  other 
Parts  of  the  known  World. 

As  the  Bones  were  partly  denuded  of  their 
Coverings,  as  appears  by  the  Probe,  and 
there  was  a  Difcharge  of  a  thin  watery  Hu¬ 
mour  through  the  Worm-holes,  as  well  as 
a  great  Moiflure  from  the  Legs,  I  propofed 
to  lay  them  bare  either  by  Incifion  or  Cau- 
ftic,  fince  the  Difeafe  was  a  Caries. 

I  fliall  for  the  Sake  of  being  concife, 
fpeak  of  the  Treatment  of  one  Extremity, 
the  Difeafes  being  the  fame  in  both. 

That  excellent  Pradtitioner,  Dr.  Jofeph 
Gamble ,  who  was  Uncle  to  the  Lady,  being 
prefent,  conferred  with  the  Family  to  the 
Operation  of  the  potential  Cautery,  which 
was  applied  on  the  Tibia,  the  Length 
of  the  fufpicious  Bone,  being  about  an  Inch 
an  a  half  ;  in  fix  Hours  after,  I  removed 
the  Apparatus,  and  made  an  Incifion  thro* 
the  Efchar  to  the  Bone,  which  appeared  yel¬ 
low,  firm  and  fmooth.  I  dreft  up  with  dry 
Lint,  and  a  Digeftive  over  it, 
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Next  Day,  on  removing  the  Dreflings,  I 
applied  the  Rugine  and  fcraped  the  Bone 
confiderably  deep,  without  the  leaft  appear¬ 
ance  of  Blood  5  I  fhould  have  carried  on 
the  Operation  further,  but  my  Patient  com¬ 
plained  of  great  Pain,  not  from  the  Xnftru- 
ment,  but  the  fhaking  of  the  Bone,  and 
therefore  I  dreft  up  as  before. 

The  following  Day  I  placed  her  Leg  on  a 
Pillow,  and  had  it  held  by  two  Afiiftants : 
On  removing  the  Dreflings  the  Bone  ap¬ 
peared  dry,  and  when  the  Rafpatory  was 
applied,  it  gave  no  more  Pain  than  if  the 
Bone  was  in  a  State  of  Mortification,  as 
doubtlefs  great  part  of  it  was,  as  there 
feemed  no  Circulation  of  Juices  in  it,  tho’  at 
this  Time  I  had  cut  thro’  above  half  of  its 
Subftance,  down  to  the  Cancelli  medulla . 
The  bony  Fibres  cut  off  were  of  a  loofe  and 
open  Texture,  and  of  a  preternatural  Com¬ 
plexion  ;  the  Relations  were  not  a  little, 
affrighted,  and  the  Lady  much  fatigued, 

which  made  me  defift  for  the  prefent.- - - 

The  Family  were  deeply  concerned,  as  not 
having  ever  heard  or  feen  any  Thing  of  the 

like 
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like  Nature,  and  defired  I  would  not  cut 
away  any  more  of  the  Bone  ;  I  therefore 
contented  myfelf  with  dreffing  it  for  three 
or  four  Days  longer  with  dry  Lint  and  a  Di- 
geftive,  as  ufual.  About  this  Time  I  ac¬ 
quainted  the  good  Doftor  (who  had  been 
abfent  fome  Days)  of  the  Neceffity  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  more  efpecially  as  the  violent 
deep  feated  Pains  continued,  as  well  as  that 
there  were  but  little  Hopes  of  obtaining  even 
a  palliative  Cure  of  the  Ulcer  made,  fmce 
the  Parts  never  could  be  brought  to  heal  * 
by  fuch  Reafonings  the  Patient  and  Friends 
were  brought  to  comply. - Having  pro¬ 

vided  myfelf  with  a  fet  of  Chiffels'of  diffe¬ 
rent  Sizes  and  a  Saw,  I  cut  thro'  the  Bone 
tranfverfely,  on  the  fuperior  and  inferior 
Parts,  to  prevent  the  Inflruments  flipping, 
injuring  the  Flefli,  or  fplitting  the  Bone  -y 
then  with  the  Chiflel  and  a  Mallet  I  cut  off 
the  Laminae,  till  I  got  down  to  the  middle 
Cavity,  which  contains  the  Marrow  (the 
Channel)  not  having  all  the  Time  any 
bloody  Appearance :  The  Operation  took 
up  fome  Time,  by  Reafon  that  every  Stroke 

was 
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was  made  with  great  Gentlenefs,  as  there  was 
Danger  of  breaking  the  Bone,  as  well  as 
jarring  the  Marrow,  and  bringing  on  an 
Abfcefs  at  leaft.  In  Order  to  feparate  the  mi- 
found  Parts  from  the  found,  I  carried  the 
Operation  on  further,  by  rafping  or  paring 
away  the  Edges  of  the  bony  Cavity,  till 
fuch  Time  as  the  Blood  Veffels  appeared, 
for  I  was  afraid  the  Tibia  was  gangren’d 
through  its  whole  Structure ;  but  after 
three  or  four  Xncifions,  I  was  agreeably  af¬ 
fected  with  the  Appearance  of  Blood.  — — « 
The  Channel  of  the  Marrow  being  obftruc- 
ted  by  the  Bone  preffing  inward  and  -  almoft 
filling  up  its  Cavity,  doubtiefs  was  the 
Caufe  of  the  violent  Pain,  with  which  the 
Patient  was  afflidted  ;  for  to  ufe  her  own 
Words — the  Anguijh  was  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Bone .  The  Blood  Veffels  alfo  being  com- 
preft,  and  the  circulating  Fluid  interrupted 
in  its  Courfe,  did  not  a  little  contribute  to 
the  Diforder  the  Reafonablenefs  of  thefe 
Conje&ures  carries  fome  Weight,  fince  the 
Complaints  ceas’d  on  the  Caufe  of  the  Caries 
being  removed. 
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What  Denomination  can  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  Malignity  of  the  Bone  be  charadter- 
ifed  with  5  may  it  be  called  an  inward  Ex- 
ojlofis ,  a  dry  Caries  Sphacelus ,  or  what  ?  If  I 
could  be  certain  of  itsOrigin, probably  it  might 
be  diftinguifhed  by  a  proper  Appellation  — 
I  fhall  attempt  fome  of  the  many  Caufes 
of  Difeafes  in  the  Bones,  and  leave  the  point 
to  be  difcufled  by  thofe  who  have  had  great¬ 
er  Experience  and  Obfervations.  And  firft, 
certainly  Diftempers  in  the  Bones  do  not 
arife  from  themfelves,  but  from  the  Fluids 
that  pafs  through  them,  or  flow  from  their 
Veflels  and  Contents ;  for  whenever  the 
free  Paflage  of  the  Fluids  through  the  Ca¬ 
nals  of  the  Periojleum  into  the  Bone  is  hin¬ 
dered,  or  their  return  from  the  Bone 
to  the  Periojleum  obftru&ed,  Diforders  will 
be  produced  in  the  Bones,  though  the 
immediate  and  primary  Caufes  of  fuch  Di¬ 
ftempers  are  not  lodged  in  the  Subftance  of 
the  Bone,  but  in  the  Periojleum  only ;  we 
are  obliged  to  Rufych ,  for  the  Knowledge 
of  fuch  VefTels  being  detached  to  the  Bone 
from  the  PerioJleum>  they  being  before  him 

con- 
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confidered  only  as  Fibres,  as  Dr.  Clopton 

Havers  has  ranked  them. - A  Corruption 

of  the  medullary  Oil  is  another  Caufe,  by 
ftagnating  in  its  proper  Veflels,  or  in  the 
Interfaces  of  the  Bone.  Alfo  a  Diftemper 
of  the  inward  Periftoeum ,  fmce  it,  like  the 
external,  has  VefTels,  and  is  fubjedt  to  Ob- 
ftrudtions  and  Inflammations  5  and  the  La - 
mince ,  which  conftitute  the  Bones,  may  be 
diftempered  by  a  Difeafe  in  the  Membrane 
diftributed  through  their  Interftices  ;  thefe 
and  fome  other,  no  doubt  are  the  Caufes 
of  fuch  like  Maladies.  But  to  proceed* 
notwithftanding  what  has  been  directed  by 
variety  of  Authors  for  drefling  carious  Bones, 
l  I  only  applied  the  grand  Abforbent,  dry  Lint , 
i  and  a  Digeftive  over  the  carnous  Integu- 
[  ments,  yet  in  four  or  five  Days  fome  fmall 
\  Grains  of  Flefh  appeared  from  the  Edges 
j  of  the  Bone,  which  encreafed  daily,  and 
\  the  Wound  was  dreft  like  thofe  where  Na- 
\  ture  is  to  perfedt  the  Work,  except  that  fome 
j  Care  was  taken  to  prevent  the  flefhy  Lip  s  from 
growing  luxuriant  by  keeping  them  with¬ 
in  Limits,  with  Pledgets  expreft  out  of  Sp. 

O  Fin. 
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Yin .  reft.  In  or  about  ten  Weeks  fhe  walkt 
about  the  Chamber,  and  in  fix  or  feven 
Months  grew  well;  fmce  which  fhe  has 
been  fever al  Times  pregnant,  and  brought 
into  the  World  two  fine  Children,  and  at 
this  Time  is  become  a  jolly,  comely  Woman, 
from  one  of  a  thin,  fiender,  fhadow-like 
Perfon. 

i  I 

■  *  t  I! 

'  .  -r  ■  .  >  K  | 

CONSIDERATIONS. 

m  / 

There  are  few  Difeafes  in  the  animal  Ma¬ 
chine,  that  have  had  fo  many  and  various 
Medicines  invented  for  their  Cure,  as  a  Ca¬ 
ries  or  Rottennefs  of  the  Bones,  as  appears 
from  the  Writings  of  the  moft  eminent  Men 
down  to  this  Time,  which  muft  certainly 
puzzle  moft  of  us,  who  are  not  veiled  with 
publick  Places :  A  fuccinft  Recital  of  what  I 
has  been  advanced  may  not  be  improper  j 
in  this  Chapter,  for  the  Confideration  of  my  | 
younger  Brothers.— -And  firft,  aniongft  the  j 
Greek  Writers,  Galen  s  Knowledge  of  Hip -  1} 
pocrates  s  Meaning,  and  CelJ'us  s  Method  of  i 
Prabiice  are  to  be  preferred;  whilft DioJ'co-  tj 

rides  % 
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rides  s  Powder  of  Roots  or  Juice  of  Euphor - 
bium,  and  Paulus  Mginetas  Formula  of  wild 
Poppy  and  Fig-tree  Leaves,  Barley-flour, 
with  Wine  made  into  a  Cataplafm,  are 
wholly  to  be  difcarded. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  Compofitions  were  in 
vogue  till  the  Arabians  came  on  the  Stage, 
who  at  firft  alfo  ufed  drying  Powders,  till 
Albucajis  and  Avicenna  advanced  into  Prac¬ 
tice,  when  they  revived  the  Method  of  Cel- 
jus ,  by  burning  and  rafping  the  Parts  dif- 
eafed,  which  had  been  laid  afide,  from  the 
iaft  l Era  of  the  Greek  Phyficians. 

The  14th  and  15th  Century  fupported 
this  laft:  Method  with  this  Difference  only  ; 
that  after  cauterifmg  the  Bone,  Oil  and 
un£tuous  Medicines  were  applied.  It  was 
about  the  16th  Century,  when  this  tolera¬ 
bly  good  Practice  was  poifoned  by  chymical 
Dottrines,  and  forced  out  of  Doors.  An¬ 
gelas  Bolonius  tells  us,  that  the  Water  by 
which  Gold  is  feparated  from  Silver,  ( Aqua 
Fortis  I  fuppofe  was  the  ■  Secret)  kindled 
Brimftone  and  the  like  was  ufed  for  a  Ca¬ 
ries,  and  Joannes  de  Vigos  Applications  were 

O  2  Oil 
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Oil  of  Vitriol,  Aqua  regia ,  burnt  Vitriol, 
with  Aqua  Vitce>  and  fome  others,  which 
liquid  Cauterizers  were  in  Oppofition  to  the 
aftual  Cautery. 

Vejalius  and  Fallopius  directed  Oil  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  Oil  of  Euphorbium ,  after  which  they 
cooled  the  Bone  with  Rofe  Water,  beat  up 
with  the  White  of  an  Egg,  doubtlefs  made 
from  the  white  Rofe. 

Ambrofe  Pare  now  ftruts  forth  with  his 
abforbent  fimple  Powders,  no  lefs  efficacious 
for  Bones,  than  his  Sea  Devils  and  other 
Monflers ;  however  he  very  juftly  condemns 
the  Ufe  of  Oils  when  the  Bone  is  naked. 

About  the  feventeenth  Century,  Fabricius 
ab  Aquapendente ,  Gulielmus  Fabricius  Hilda - 
nus9  Marcus  Aurelius  Severinus ,  Nicolaus  Ful- 
piusy  and  many  others  followed  this  chi¬ 
merical  and  bigoted  Tribe ;  their  Applicati¬ 
ons  were  fuch  as  Aqua  Vitay  Juice  of  Leeks 
and  Salt,  Tinftures  of  Euphorbiumy  Oil  of 
Euphorbiuniy  aromatic  and  eflential  Oils, 
and  at  the  latter  End  of  this  Century,  Oil 
of  Cinnamon  with  Oil  of  Sublimate,  Salt, 
of  Tartar,  Spirit  of  Sal  Armoniac,  Oil  of 

Sulphur, 
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Sulphur,  Vitriol,  and  all  ardent  Spirits, 
were  the  darling  Favourites  of  their  Fol¬ 
lowers. 

It  was  not  till  about  1680,  that  trepan- 
ing,  perforating,  aftual  and  potential  cau- 
terifing,  recovered  their  primitive  State,  be¬ 
ing  the  original  Praftice  of  that  excellent 
Pradlitioner  Celfus ,  as  the  Writings  of  Scul- 
tetusy  Wifemariy  &c.  inform  us  3  but  even 
at  this  Time  they  could  not  wholly  forget 
the  Ule  of  Chymicals,  nor  were  thefe  Medi¬ 
cines  only  applied  when  there  was  a  Caries 
of  the  Bone,  but  alfo  to  thofe  Bones  which 
were  laid  bare  3  it  being  a  Maxim,  that  all 
fuch  mull  be  exfoliated  3  and  truly  no  fmall 
Pains  were  taken  to  keep  the  Wounds  open 
and  their  Lips  diftended,  till  fuch  Time  as 
it  was  perfected  :  Falioc  W uriz>  Ctefar  Ma - 
gains y  and  after  them  Bellofl  feem  to  differ 
from  this  wild  Notion  3  and  therefore  to 
prevent  an  Exfoliation,  when  there  was  a 
large  Portion  of  the  Bone  laid  bare,  they  di¬ 
rected  it  to  be  perforated  in  feveral  Places, 
as  deep  as  the  Diploe,  that  fmall  Granula¬ 
tions  of  Flefh  might  fhoot  forth  to  cover 

O  3  it. 
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it,  and  hinder  fuch  from  fcaling.  From 
this  fhort  Sketch  of  the  Method  employed 
by  the  Ancients  to  exfoliate  Bones,  whether 
carious  or  otherwife,  we  may  fee  in  what 
an  uncertain  State  the  Art  of  Surgery  tra¬ 
velled  down  to  us,  as  to  this  Branch  of  it. 
Therefore  let  us  now  confider,  whether 
there  is  a  Neceffity  for  fuch  Operations, 
and  diftinguifh  thofe,  which  muft  undergo 
it,  from  fuch  as  forbid  the  Performance ; 
fince  in  many  Cafes  it  is  of  great  moment, 
whilft  in  others  it  muft  be  prevented. 

Thofe  that  demand  an  Exfoliation,  with¬ 
out  which  we  muft  never  expedt  to  per¬ 
fect  a  Cure,  may  be  reduced  to  the  follow¬ 
ing,  viz.  Carious  Ulcers  proceeding  from 
all  Sores  in  the  Legs,  Jaws,  compound 
Fractures,  fome  Species  of  Gun-fhot  Wounds, 
Stumps  after  Amputation,  and  all  rotten 
Bones  of  whatever  Denomination,  whether 
as  moift,  dry,  gangrenous,  carnous,  worm- 
eaten,  or  phagedenic.  There  are  alfo  ou¬ 
tliers  which  demand  a  Removal  of  their 
Subftance,  or  fome  of  their  Laminte ,  fuch 
as  Exoftofes  arifing  from  a  venereal  Taint, 

Scot- 
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fcorbutic  Habit  or  fcrophulous  Diforder  ; 
and  fometimes  the  rickety  and  cancerous 
will  admit  of  the  Operation.  As  to  the 
various  Methods  of  treating  fuch  Bones, 
they  differ  according  to  their  Circumflances, 
Conditions  and  Situations,  fince  fome  de-> 
mand  either  drying  or  hume£ting  Medi¬ 
cines,  others  the  aftual  Cautery,  and  others 
the  Saw  or  Knife,  for  effectually  removing 
them. 

Bones  that  ought  not  to  be  exfoliated  are 
thofe  which  appear  in  Sight,  on  the  open¬ 
ing  of  Abfceffes,  if  they  look  white  and 
even,  and  if  the  Matter  has  not  lain  long,  as 
alfo  in  Wounds  of  the  Head,  or  after  Scalp¬ 
ing  for  the  Difcovery  of  Fiffures,  &c.  and 
laftly,  it  is  unneceffary  in  all  incis’d  or  lace¬ 
rated  Wounds  that  are  by  Accident  or  other- 
wife  immediately  inflidted. 

The  Heads  and  Extremities  of  the  larger 
Foffils,  alfo  the  Tarfal  and  Carpal,  as  well 
as  others  of  a  fpongy  Nature,  by  no  means 
muft  be  attempted,  when  they  are  denuded 
by  external  Injuries. 
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Having  laid  afide  the  ancient  (i)  tefta- 
ceous  abforbent  Powders,  and  thofe  of  an 
acrid  and  aromatic  Nature,  (2)  alfo  burn¬ 
ing  Spirits,  cauftic  Tin£tures,  (3)  eflential 
Oils,  common  greafy  Medicines,  either  with 
or  without  Gums,  Refins,  &c.  Likewife 
(4)  natural  Salts,  (5)  Foflil  Acids,  (6)  al- 
caline  Salts,  and  the  reft  of  the  Tribe,  we 
may  confine  the  Cure  of  all  carious  Bones 
to  Rafping,  Chiffeling  and  Cauterifing, 
iince  thofe  of  a  more  mild  Difpofition  will 
naturally  fcale  off  as  the  Virus  decreafes, 
which  firft  afforded  Matter  for  their  Ruin  ; 
and  as  to  perforating  found  Bones  fo  much 
extoll’d  heretofore,  it  is  highly  to  be  con¬ 
demn’d  as  a  bad  and  pernicious  Practice; 
For  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Operator  is  only  to 
remove  all  carious  Parts,  and  bring  them  to 
Separation  fafely,  and  with  all  convenient 
Expedition.  In  executing  this  Defign,  we 
are  to  treat  them  like  Difeafes  incident  to 
the  fofter  Parts,  fince  their  Compofitions 

(1)  Crabs  Claws,  Eyes,  &c.  (2)  Birth-worth,  Aloes, 

Myrrh,  &c.  (3)  Oil  of  Cloves,  &c.  (4)  Allum,  Ni¬ 

tre,  Vitriol.  (5)  Oil  of  Sulphur,  Vitriol.  (6)  Sal  Ar- 
tnoniac,  Hartfhorn,  Tartar. 

have 
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have  a  great  Analogy  with  them,  and  differ 
only  in  Solidity  and  Cohefion  in  Texture, 
as  the  Obfervations  and  Experiments  made 
by  the  *  Judicious,  have  fully  proved  ;  for 
in  their  Origin,  they  are  (i)  foft,  and 
in  the  State  of  Membranes  and  Cartilages, 
and  when  they  are  full  grown,  they  are  to 
be  unravelled  by  Maceration  and  the  like  y 
on  Comparifon,  they  appear  to  have  a  great 
Similitude  with  fofter  Organs,  and  the  fame 
Principles  are  found  in  them  by  a  chymical 
Analyfis,  confequently  their  Difeafes  muft  be 
fimilar.  Thefe  Truths  are  ftill  further 
ftrengthened,  by  the  fmall  Granulations  of 
Flefh,  which  at  firft  appear  out  of  the 
Bones  after  Erasures,  and  the  like.  Af¬ 
terwards  thefe  become  more  denfe  or  car¬ 
tilaginous,  and  then  terminate  in  bony  Spi¬ 
rals.  That  celebrated  Writer  (2)  Petit  tells 
us,  that  he  has  often  obferved  a  fimilar  De¬ 
generation  of  the  Bones  into  a  foft  and 
flefhy  Subftance  5  and  there  are  other  un¬ 
doubted  Facts,  that  by  Reafon  of  Difeafes, 


/ 


*  Clapton ,  Haver S)  Ruyfh ,  Monro .  (i)  Malpighi  Ob¬ 
fervations.  ( 2 )  Traite  des  maladies  de  Os,  lib.  1.  ch.  iv, 
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prove  that  the  Bones  have  been  fo  changed,  as, 
by  gradually  lofmg  their  Solidity,  to  acquire 
the  foftnefs  of  Flefh. 

To  conclude,  when  Cafes  like  this  of  my 
Patient  happen,  they  deferve  more  than 
Pity,  becaufe  they  are  difficult  to  be  known 
before  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  the  Mifchief, 
as  the  Diforder  is  feated  in  the  middle  Cavi¬ 
ty  of  the  Bone,  and  probably  arifes  from 
the  corrupted  Medullary  Oil,  and  therefore 
it  is  only  now  to  be  removed  by  cutting  out 
the  Bone,  and  purfuing  *  Celfuss  Method, 
who  is  very  pathetic  on  this  Subject,  and 
with  whofe  Words  I  fhall  finifh  this  Chap¬ 
ter,  viz. 

“  We  muft  firftlay  open  the  Ulcer,  and 
**  render  the  Bone  bare  ;  and  if  the  Difor- 
u  der  of  the  Bone  is  broader  then  the  Ulcer, 
**  an  Incihon  is  to  be  made  in  the  Flefh, 
i€  fufficient  to  lay  the  affefted  part  of  the 
Bone  bare  :  Then  the  aftual  Cautery  is  to 
u  be  once  or  twice  applied,  or  the  Part  is  to 
be  fcraped  till  the  Difcharge  of  fome 
44  Blood  is  made,  which  is  a  fign  of  a  found 
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<c  Bone ;  for  the  part  diforder’d  muft  ne- 
**  ceflarily  be  dry.” 

As  the  a&ual  Cautery  has  for  Years  paft 
been  the  Pradfice  in  our  Hofpitals  ;  I  could 
wifh  the  Chifiel  could  be  prefer’d,  it  being  a 
more  expeditious  and  certain  Method,  and 
does  not  carry  with  it  either  the  Terror  or 
Danger  of  injuring  that  Part  which  is 
found,  fmce  on  Incifion  the  healthy  Tex¬ 
ture  is  difcovered  by  the  Appearance  of 
Blood. 


Of  the  Gout « 


In  my  Efihy  on  the  Caufe  and  Seat  of  the 
Gout,  which  was  publifh’d  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Year  1743,  tho*  wrote  at  leaft  five 
Years  before,  I  attempted  to  inveftigate  that 
painful,  frequent  and  inveterate  Diftemper ; 
and  for  the  Palliation  of  fo  obftinate  a  Dif- 
eafe,  I  propoied  three  external  Operations, 
Bleeding,  warm  Bathing,  and  Fontanels  be¬ 
tween  the  Gajtrocnemii  Mufcles,  which  I  call'd 
Poplitaan  IJJues :  I  there  fhewd  that  the  feveral 
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Authors  who  had  wrote  on  this  Subjeft,  had' 
not  agreed  as  to  the  Caufe  of  this  fevere 
Malady,  and  confequently  could  not  pre- 
fcribe  a  Remedy  or  Method  of  Cure,  as  not 
knowing  from  what  part  of  the  Animal 
Machine  the  Gouty  Matter  takes  its  Origin. 
The  Writers  on  this  Subjeft  whom  I  exa¬ 
mined  were  Ambroje  Pare ,  JEtius,  Dr.  Willis , 
Cheyne ,  Boerhaave ,  Havers ,  and  Dr.  Lifter  $ 
the  Subftance  of  whofe  Opinions  I  fhall  here 
in  a  very  concife  Manner  rehearfe.  And  firft 
Pare  fays  the  Humour  caufmg  the  Gout  is 
of  a  Kind  and  Nature  clear  different  from 
that  which  caufeth  either  of  the  four  gene*- 
ral  Tumours,  and  that  it  is  fecreted  either 
from  the  Brain  or  Liver ;  thus  much  of  this 
Galenift.  Mtius  tells  us,  the  Gout  never 
cometh  to  Suppuration  like  other  Humours, 
not  for  that,  as  I  think,  becaufe  it  happens 
in  bloodlefs  Parts,  but  through  the  Occafion 
of  fome  occult  Malignity.— The  late  in¬ 
genious  and  learned  Dr.  Willis  informs  us, 
that  the  Gout  is  produced  by  an  Acid, 
thrown  from  the  Nerves,  and  a  fixed  Salt  in 
the  Blood,  from  the  Congrefs  of  which  he 
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fuppofes  there  arifes  a  Fermentation;  but 
this  myfterious  and  unintelligible  Method 
feems  to  have  little  Foundation,  lince  we  are 
not  certain  that  the  Nerves  are  even  hollow 
Tubes, or  that  they  contain  any  Fluid :  Neither 
is  it  probable  that  they  fliould  fecrete  an  Acid* 
which  in  its  own  Nature  muft  prove  perni¬ 
cious  to  the  Animal  Strufture ;  for  it 
would  tear  to  Pieces  the  nervous  Membranes, 
nay  like  fome  other  Acids,  deftroy  its  own 
proper  Veflels  j  as  to  a  fixed  Salt  in  the 
Blood,  I  think  it  has  been  proved,  that  no 
fuch  Salt  exifts  in  the  Circulation.  This  is 
fufficiently  fhewn  by  Signior  Michell  Pinelli , 
in  a  Diflertation  he  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society  in  the  Year  1728.  vide  Philofo - 
ph.  Tranf.  abridged,  Vol.  VI.  page  116. 

Dr.  Cheyne  would  have  us  believe,  that  the 
Gout  proceeds  from  a  Vifcidity  of  the  Blood, 
by  which  its  Circulation  is  retarded,  whence 
Obftruftions  in  the  Veflels  enfuing,  caufe 

1 

that  Pain  which  arifes  from  the  Inflammation 
of  the  Periojleum,  Tendons,  Membranes, 

But  this  Hypothefis  I  think  is  to  be  over¬ 
thrown,  becaufe  fo  far  is  it  from  being  true 

in 
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in  Fa £t,  that  the  Blood  Veflels  are  filled 
with  the  gouty  Matter,  that  the  Tophi  or 
gouty  Chalk  Stones,  of  which  this  Diftem- 
per  is  too  often  produ&ive,  are  never  found 
in  thofe  Veflels,  but  always  in  the  Interftices 
of  the  Mufcles,  Tendons  and  lubricating 
Glands. 

Dr.  Boerhaave  obferves,  that  Men  who  are 
top  much  addicted  to  Acids  feldom  efcape 
this  Diftemper  that  all  Errors  committed 
in  the  Non-Naturals  are  apt  to  haften  the 
Mode,  and  that  the  proximate  Caufe  of 
this  Difeafe  is  a  vitiated  Temperament  of 
the  fmalleft,  and  confequently  nervous  Vef- 
feis  in  the  Body,  and  alfo  of  the  Liquid 
which  waters  thofe  nervous  Parts.  I  think 
with  great  T 'ruth,  this  eminent  Writer  has 
given  us  a  flrong  Idea  of  the  Fluid,  which 
forms  the  gouty  Matter ;  for  by  the  word 
Liquid,  which  waters  the  nervous  Parts ,  he 
muft  mean  the  Oil  contain’d  in  the  Capfuls 
of  the  univerfal  lubricating  Membrane, 
which  moiftens  even  the  minutefi:  Fibres  in 
the  Body ;  alfo  the  oily  Veflels  of  the  Joints, 
Ligaments,  and  Tendons  (the  very  Refidence 
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of  the  Gout)  for  what  other  Fluid  can  be 
hinted  at  by  him,  when  he  fays  in  Aphorifm 
1262,  quod  nervojas  partes  alluit.  The  Word 
alluit,  fignifies  to  befmear ,  and  therefore  it 
carries  the  Senfe  of  the  Author  right,  fince 
befmearing  implies  moft  properl/,  thofe 
Things  of  an  unftuous  or  lubricating  Na¬ 
ture  which  anoint  the  Parts,  and  make  their 
Friftion  eafy  ;  and  hence  by  the  Word 
Nerve,  he  means  the  Tendons  and  Liga¬ 
ments,  fince  all  fkillful  Anatomifts  allow 
them  to  be  nervous . 

The  laft  Author  is  Dr.  Lifter ,  who  fpeaks 
very  plain  on  this  Head;  for  fays  he,  cc  in 
<c  gouty  Habits  the  Organs  deftined  to  fe« 
<c  parate  the  mucilaginous  Humour  in  the 
“  Joints,  being  relaxed  by  fome  Error  or 
<c  other,  efpecially  in  Diet,  by  the  frequent 
<c  drinking  of  too  much  Wine,  by  Glut- 
€C  tony  and  Idlenefs,  that  naturally  fmootb 
“  and  oily  Humour  is  turned  into  a  crude 
<c  and  vifcid  Serum ,  which  ftagnating  in 
“  the  excretory  Dudts  of  the  joints,  eafily 
<c  contracts  a  Putridnefs  and  Acrimo- 
“  ny,  and  at  laft  becomes  ichorous  and 

“  cor- 
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u  corrofive,  whence  proceed  violent  Pain, 
lc  and  the  other  ufual  Symptoms  that  at-* 
€€  tend  gouty  Perfons.” 

That  the  Seat  of  the  Gout  is  in  this  lu¬ 
bricating  mucilaginous  Oil  I  think  is  not 
to  be  difputed,  fince  the  Parts  laid  open  have 
always  proved  the  Truth  of  this  Aflertion 
and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  oily  Parts 
are  more  fubjeft  to  undergo  a  Change  than 
any  others,  fince  almofl:  every  Surgeon  knows 
that  Abfcefles  in  general,  are  not  from  a 
Suppuration  of  the  flefhy  Parts,  but  from 
the  lubricating  Membranes,  and  their  be- 
fmearing  Contents.  Befides,  all  cellular  Parts, 
let  them  be  ever  fo  nervous,  as  thofe  in  the 
Pleura ,  &c.  are  fubjefr  to  Abfcefles,  and 
confequently  by  Obftrudlions,  or  undergo¬ 
ing  a  Change,  are  produftive  of  a  Fit  of  the 

Gout.- - The  great  Toe,  Foot,  Knee, 

Shoulder,  Elbow  and  thofe  Parts,  wherever 
there  is  a  Plenty  of  Tendons,  are  the  Pla¬ 
ces  generally  attacked  with  this  Difeafe, 
and  why  ?  becaufe  the  lubricating  Glands 
here  are  very  large,  and  alfo  the  Tendons 
are  in  Sheaths  compofed  of  Membranes  liri- 
i  ed 
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ed  with  oily  Vefiels,  which  are  cold  in  Na¬ 
ture,  weak  in  Conformation,  and  far  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  firft  Mover  the  Heart* 

The  Difficulty  we  labour  under  is  a  Want 
of  the  Knowledge  of  that  Fluid  which  cau- 
feth  fuch  Changes  in  the  oily  Veffels,  by 
mixing  with  it,  and  producing  Coagulums  ; 
For  the  Finenefs  and  incomparable  Smooth- 
nefs  of  this  Oil,  defigned  for  the  Ufes  afore- 
faid,  fhews  it  to  be  one  of  the  lighted:  of 
all  others,  and  therefore  more  readily  fe- 
creted,  and  liable  to  undergo  a  Diftempe- 
rature,  abounding  with  too  much  of  fome 
other  Juices,  which  ought  only  to  be  but 
fmall  in  its  compounding  Parts.  The 
Blood  and  all  the  juices  are  formed  of  va¬ 
rious  Mixtures,  and  doubtlefs  whenever 
they  are  loaded  with  too  great  a  Quantity  of 
any  one  Sort,  they  cannot  be  called  healthy. 
This  Oil  may  likewife  undergo  a  Change  of 
its  Nature,  by  being  mixt  with  what  does 
not  properly  belong  to  its  natural  Compo- 
fition,  which  is  conveyed  to  it  at  the  Time 
of  Secretion;  when  therefore  thefe  Things 
are  difcovered,  we  fhali  all  underftand  the 

P  Na- 
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Nature  of  the  Gout,  and  fhall  be  able  to 
give  a  more  certain  Relief,  than  what  has 
been  offered  for  Ages  paft. 

However,  as  no  one  would  willingly  con¬ 
tinue  longer  in  Pain,  than  Neceffity  obliged 
him,  I  propofed  to  palliate  the  Diftemper, 
and  to  alleviate  the  Pains  in  an  Attack  * 
and  certainly  for  this  Intent  there  is  no 
one  Operation  fo  advantageous,  as  that  of 
warm  bathing,  or  univerfal  Immerfion, 
which  is  fafe,  pleafant  and  certain,  free 
from  all  Danger,  and  more  efpecially  that 
of  repelling  5  for  I  have  known  it  not  only 
give  Eafe  by  relaxing  the  tenfe  Integuments, 
but  alfo  procure  through  the  whole  Machine 
an  univerfal  Sweating,  immediately  after 
which,  Relief,  and  a  Mitigation  of  Pain, 
were  the  Events.  Is  it  not  ftrange,  that 
this  wholefome  Pr  aft  ice  is  not  followed  more 
ftriftly,  fmce  Inflammations  of  almofl:  all 
Kinds  are  treated  by  every  Surgeon  with 
emollient  liquid  Bathing,  which  is  not  on¬ 
ly  the  prefent  Praftice,  but  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  from  the  earliefl:  Time.  Certainly 
the  Ancients  would  not  have  been  at  the  ex- 
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travagant  Expences  of  ere&ing  fo  many 
Hypocaufta>  had  they  not  been  fenfible  of 
the  Advantages  of  hot  Bathing.  We  find 
alfo,  that  they  had  their  Vaporarium ,  Cal- 
darium  and  cIepidarium  to  relieve  Pains  in 
their  Limbs,  Surfeits  and  the  Sciatica  $  and 
truly  the  original  Ule  of  the  Bath  Waters 
in  Somerfetjhire ,  as  well  as  thofe  in  all  other 
Nations,  was  for  bathing  only.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  Bath  once  could  exhibit  a  Foreft 
of  Crutches,  fufpended  in  their  Rooms,  left 
there  as  no  longer  ufeful  to  the  Patients, 
but  as  Monuments  of  Benefits  received 
from  this  falutary  Practice  $  what !  does 
the  Difufe  of  warm  Bathing,  fhew  us  to 
be  wifer  than  the  Greeks  or  Romans ,  or 
more  vain  and  foolifh  ?  or  have  we  forgot 
that  this  pleafant  Cuftom  will  remove 
Pains  arifing  from  a  Stoppage  of  infenfi- 
ble  Perfpiration,  refrefh  the  animal  Spirits, 
relieve  the  Stiffnefs  of  the  Mufcles,  attenuate 
theFluids,openObftruftions  in  general, relieve 
the  arthritic,  paralytic,  and  all  afflicted  with 
chronical  Difeafes  ;  I  think  the  feveral  In- 
ftances  of  Patients  recovering  in  the  Small 
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Pox  by  bathing  in  warm  Water,  when  the 
Pock  has  difappeared  with  a  fubfiding  of 
the  Swelling  and  afterwards  the  Puftules  re¬ 
pullulating  and  going  on  to  obtain  a  due 
Maturation,  are  fufficient  Reafons  and 
Ground- works  for  us  to  revive  this  Practice. 

Thofe  groundlefs  Frights  of  warm  Water 
repelling  the  Gout  to  the  Stomach,  Bowels, 
and  Head,  are  merely  conjectural  and  falfe 
in  their  own  Natures  5  and  I  do  affert  and 
will  maintain,  that  whoever  advances  fuch 
reafoning,  muft  be  ftupid,  willful,  igno¬ 
rant  and  obftinate,  as  well  as  an  Enemy  to 
Mankind  in  general. 

Again,  as  the  Gout  may  fpring  original¬ 
ly  from  an  Accumulation  of  offenfive  Bo¬ 
dies  taken  in,  furely  when  the  ufual  Out¬ 
lets  are  not  fufficient  to  difcharge  fuch  Re¬ 
dundances,  we  ought  to  affift  Nature  by 
opening  an  artificial  Sluice ;  and  therefore 
I  would  recommend  my  Species  of  IJjue , 
called  the  Poplit&an  5  as  it  is  to  be  preferred 
before  either  of  thofe  ufuaily  placed  in  the 
Arm,  Neck,  Thighs,  Legs,  or  between  the 
Shoulders  5  becaufe  the  Interftice  of  the  Gaf- 

tro~ 
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trocnemii  Mufcles  is  the  largeft,  and  not  on¬ 
ly  fo,  but  it  is  the  moft  proper  Place,  be- 
caufe  all  Fluids  will  more  readily  defcend 
there  by  their  Gravitation,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  depending  Part  muft  be  moft  advan¬ 
tageous  and  beneficiaL 

If  Iffues  had  not  by  Experience  been  prov¬ 
ed  healthful,  we  fhould  not  have  had  them 
fo  ftrongly  recommended  by  fo  many  Wri¬ 
ters,  even  from  fo  early  Times  as  JEtius 
down  to  River i us,  Spigelius,  Thomas  Erajlus , 
"Joannes  Riolanus  and  Matthaus  Glandorp ,  &c. 
However,  I  think  thefe  great  Men’s  Opini¬ 
ons  are  much  to  be  ftrengthned  by  our  own 
Obfervations ;  fince  Numbers  of  tnftances 
even  I  could  recite  in  my  own  Pr  aft  ice, 
where  the  afflifted  Arthritic  has  reaped  the 
Benefit  of  thefe  Iffues  :  And  I  can  fafely  af- 
fert,  that  moft  Gentlemen,  by  keeping  open 
thefe  Sluices,  have  frequently  mift  one  of 
their  annual  Paroxyfms,  whilft  others  have 
had  their  Returns  but  flight  in  Comparifon 

of  what  they  fuffered  before.  - —  I  am 

certain,  that  this  Operation  will  be  thought 
of  too  great  Importance  to  be  longer  neg- 
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ledted  $  and  the  Place  I  have  pitched  on  in 
my  Effay  on  this  Diftemper,  will  be  found 
the  only  Part  for  it  to  be  performed  in ;  for 
the  Difcharge  from  thefe  Miles  in  one  Day, 
will  be  much  more  than  can  be  evacuated 
in  a  Week  by  any  others.  I  fpeak  this 
from  long  Experience ;  and  in  the  Courfe 
of  my  laft  feven  Years  Practice,  I  have 
made  thefe  Drains  in  above  a  hundred  Per- 
fons,  with  great  Advantage  to  them,  and 
no  lefs  Reputation  to  myfelf :  However  if 
neither  Iffues  are  falutary  after  a  Paroxyfm 
of  the  Gout  to  difcharge  the  Fluids,  nor 
warm  bathing  be  beneficial  in  the  Height 
of  the  Diftemper  5  it  is  the  Duty  of  fome 
one  or  other  to  contradict  this  PraCtice, 
and  urge  his  Objections  to  thefe  Methods ; 
fince  I  muft  declare,  that  I  don’t  know  one 
Angle  material  Difadvantage  in  perfifting  in 
fuch  Treatment ;  nor  have  I  ever  in  my 
Life  met  with  any  Inconveniencies  arifing 

from  either. - -  I  confefs  that  Iffues  are 

not  always  advantageous,  but  this  is  owing 
to  their  not  being  rightly  made. 
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As  Iflues  a£l  in  two  moil  advantageous 
Methods,  they  muft  be  falutary ;  for  they 
not  only  throw  off  and  delpumate  all  in¬ 
cumbent  Matter,  but  alfo  will  prevent  and 
intercept  the  future  Influx  of  noxious  Hu¬ 
mours,  two  Circumftances  that  demand  the 
Notice  of  the  ablefl:  modern  Writers,  fince 
the  Ancients  have  direfted  their  Ufe  as  ne- 
ceflary  Aids  in  the  following  Difeafes,  after 
all  other  Remedies  have  proved  abortive  ; 
viz.  Afthmas,  Phthifes,  Empyemas,  Rheu- 
matifms,  Gouts,  Scurvies,  Leprofies,  and  all 

chronical  Difeafes.  - - However,  to  pafs 

over,  for  the  prefent,  fo  obvious  a  Truth, 
and  as  fuch  Iflues  want  no  Recommendation, 

I  fhall  offer  a  Word  or  two  on  the  Obferva- 
tions  I  have  made  on  thofe,  with  whom  I 
have  been  concerned,  and  conclude  with  a 
Cafe  on  the  Subject. 

Arthritic  Diforders  on  the  firft  Attack  are 
generally  ufhered  in  with  Pains  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  Anxieties,  Naufeas  and  Lofs  of  Ap¬ 
petite  •>  during  the  Paroxyfrn,  the  Patient 
is  very  coftive,  afflifted  with  Borborigmas ; 
and  his  Skin  is  hot  and  dry ;  on  the  Abate- 
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nient  of  the  Difeafe,  the  Skin  in  moft  Pa¬ 
tients  is  loofe,  flaccid,  and  afterwards  yellow  ; 
there  are  many  other  Symptoms,  but  thefe 
are  fufficient,  to  deduce  the  Origin  of  the 
Diftemper  from,  and  fhew  us  that  Evacua¬ 
tions  are  neceffary,  provided  they  are  ma¬ 
naged  without  Danger  of  raifing  tumultuous 
Commotions  in  the  animal  Oeconomy,  fince 
at  the  fame  Time  they  correct  the  Hu¬ 
mours  or  Fluids,  which  have  the  greateft 
Share  in  producing  this  Malady,  — —  After 
I  had  confidered  on  thefe  general  Symp¬ 
toms  for  feveral  Years,  and  fpent  much 
Time  in  difcovering  the  Caufe  of  the  Gout, 
and  making  proper  Obfervations,  I  found 
out  feveral  efficacious  Methods,  which  I 
now  forbear  to  mention,  on  no  other  Ac¬ 
count,  than  that  Subjects  of  this  Nature 
belong  to  the  Province  of  Phyficians.  I  fhall 
therefore  proceed  to  the  Cafe  before  hint¬ 
ed  at. 

2V— - »s  W - x  Efq;  of  the  bland  of 

Barbados ,  aged  about  fifty  four,  had  been 
grievoufiy  affli&ed  with  the  Gout  for  feveral 
Years,  in  the  Hands,  Elbows,  Knees  and 

Feet, 
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Feet.  The  Difeafe  attacked  him  ufually 
twice  a  Year,  and  fometimes  oftner,  and 
each  Fit  generally  continued  a  Month, 
and  oftner  two,  with  excruciating  Pains  ; 
he  was  fcarcely  two  Months,  or  little  more 
in  a  Year  without  his  Crutches,  at  a 
Time.  In  the  Year  1743,  I  made  him  a 

Poplitaean  Ifiue  in  each  Leg,  which  he  kept 

/ 

open  for  about  four  Years,  during  which 
Time  every  Fit  of  the  Gout  was  of  a 
fhorter  Duration,  lefs  painful,  and  fucceed- 
ed  by  greater  Strength  in  his  Limbs  ;  while 
the  Paroxyfms  lafted,  he  made  ufe  of  the 
Semicupium  for  his  Feet  and  Knees,  and 
his  Hands  were  bathed  with  warm  Water. — 

1  K 

Much  about  the  end  of  the  fourth  Year,  he 
became  carelefs  of  the  Iffues,  and  one  or 
both  heal’d  up.  It  was  not  above  five  or 
fix  Months  after,  when  he  was  feized  with 
this  Difeafe  as  feverely  as  formerly,  which 
confined  him  near  three  Months,  and  he 
continued  a  long  Time  lame  and  difabled 
from  moving  without  Crutches :  On  his  re¬ 
covery,  the  Fontanels  were  again  open’d ; 
and  though  he  continued  them,  yet  fcarce 
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a  Seafon  came  about  without  his  being  af- 
fail’d,  but  each  Attack  was  more  moderate, 
than  when  the  Iffues  were  heal’d. 

The  Beginning  of  Augujl  1749,  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  very  hearty  and  well,  and 
the  November  following  vifited  Bath ,  where 
he  enjoyed  fo  perfeft  a  State  of  Health,  that 
he  frequently  took  the  Diverfion  of  Hunt¬ 
ing,  which  to  him  was  a  very  unufual  Ex- 
ercife ;  in  December  he  returned  to  Town, 
and  continued  very  chearful  and  healthy  till 
about  the  latter  end  of  February ,  at  which 
Time  he  was  feiz’d  on  a  fudden  with  gouty 
Pains  in  the  Hands  and  lower  Extremities, 
which  encreas’d  fo  quickly,  that  before  aCoach 
could  be  call’d  to  the  Houfe  where  he  was,  he 
was  incapable  of  moving  his  Limbs,  thro’  the 
great  Pain  and  Swelling.  This  Affair  hap¬ 
pened  at  Mr.  Smith's  by  the  Artillery  Ground \ 
about  eight  at  Night ;  after  feme  Difficulty, 
he  was  put  into  the  Coach,  and  carried  to 
my  Houfe  5  he  had  no  Sleep  all  that  Night, 
made  Water  but  feldom,  and  in  fmall  Quan¬ 
tities  ;  his  Gouty  Pains  next  Morning  were 
almoft  too  much  for  his  Strength,  and  as 

he 
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he  expreft  himfelf,  he  was  fuller  of  the 
Gouty  Matter  than  ever  before  he  was  at¬ 
tended  with  moft  of  the  Symptoms  before 
defcribed,  with  frequent  Eruftations.  He 
preft  me  to  aflift  him,  as  his  Anguilh  was 
greater  than  he  could  defcribe  ;  accordingly 
I  gave  him  a  Medicine,  which  I  had  calcu¬ 
lated  for  corre&ing  thofe  Juices,  which  I 
had  for  a  long  Time  been  convinced  were 
the  rife  of  the  Gout,  that  is,  a  Diftemper 
proceeding  from  themfelves.  It  took  Place, 

i 

gently  operated  by  Stool  and  Urine,  with¬ 
out  difturbing  the  Habit  to  any  considera¬ 
ble  Degree.  The  third  Day  it  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  a  few  Days  after  he  was 
removed  in  a  Coach  to  his  Son-in-laws, 
in  Norfolk  Street  in  the  £trandy  when  the 
Medicine  was  repeated,  and  a  Week  after 
he  walk’d  about  the  Town  as  well  as  ever* 
This  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  have  often 
declared  that  this  Attack  was  by  far  the 
greateft,  the  Pains  moft  Severe,  and  the 
Swelling  on  the  Joints  moft  enlarged,  that 
the  Mode  was  the  fhorteft,  and  his  Limbs 
left  almoft  without  any  Weaknefs  5  whereas 

in 
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in  almoit  ali  his  Fits  before  this,  he  was 

* 

oblig’d  to  wear  the  Crutches  for  feveral 

Weeks  after  every  Mode  of  this  Diftem- 

*  % 

per. 

In  the  Month  of  March  he  was  attack’d 
in  a  flight  Manner  again,  but  the  Diforder 
was  remov’d  in  four  Days,  by  his  taking 
the  Medicine  twice.  A  few  Months  after 
he  embarked  for  Barbados  abfolutely  free 
from  every  Arthritic  Symptom,  and  for 
what  I  can  learn  continues  fo  ftill. 

Of  Ulcers. 

What  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  Word 
Ulcer,  is  a  Solution  of  the  foft  Parts  of  our 
Bodies,  together  with  the  Skin,  produced 
either  by  fome  internal  Caufe,  or  by 
Wounds  and  Contufions  becoming  invete¬ 
rate. 

Galen  Defines  an  Ulcer  to  be  an  invete¬ 
rate  Erofion  of  the  foft  Parts,  which  pre¬ 
vents  them  fromConfolidation  ;  and  it  is  ob- 
ferved  that  they  arife  from  a  Solution  of 

Con- 
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Continuity,  or  a  Deftru&ion  of  the  due 
Texture  of  the  Parts,  fometimes  fpontaneous, 
and  at  other  Times  arifing  from  Wounds 
and  Abfceffes,  either  totally  negledted,  or 
ill  managed.  Thefe  Diforders  may  happen 
in  any  foft  Parts  of  our  Body,  often  inter¬ 
nally,  as  in  the  Lungs,  Liver,  Palate,  Fau¬ 
ces,  Womb,  Bladder,  Bowels,  &c.  or  ex¬ 
ternally,  as  in  the  Parotid,  the  Axillary,  Ma¬ 
millary,  Inguinal,  and  in  all  or  any  of  the 
Glands,  as  alfo  in  the  more  foft  Parts,  as 
the  Skin,  Fat,  and  Flefh,  as  in  the  Arms, 

Sides,  Belly,  Thighs,  Legs  and  Anus  :  As 

♦ 

for  thofe  arifing  from  Wounds  inflidted. 
Burns,  Contufions  and  Abfceffes,  I  think,  as 
they  differ  in  all  Circumftances  from  real 
Ulcers,  they  ought  not  to  be  ranked  in  the 
fame  Clafs,  becaufe  they  are  only  the  Effefts 
of  a  former  Caufe 3  whereas  Ulcers,  properly 
Speaking,  are  Diforders  Jut  Generis ,  and 
arife  from  fome  Indifpofition  of  the  Body, 
as  from  an  Obftrudtion  of  the  Menfes, 
Dropfy,  Lues  F mere  a ,  Small  Pox,  Evil,  Can¬ 
cer,  Scurvy,  Plague,  and  the  like  3  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Complexion  and  Malignity, 
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they  have  taken  their  various  Names.  Thus 
if  the  Difcharge  is  a  Bloody  Water,  it  is 
called,  an  Ichorous  or  Sanious  Ulcer  5 


Sordid  or  putrid  ; 


Purulent ; 
Hyperfarcofis ; 

I  Callous ; 


V aricous 


Vifcid  ftinking  | 

Matter,  j 

A  thin  Pus, 

With  a  Fungus, 

Lips  hard  and  like 
Seams, 

Hollow  with  Meanders,  Sinuous ; 

When  with  knotted 
Veins,  &c . 

Obdurate  and  dry 
and  of  long  Conti-  Annual  ; 
nuance, 

A  black  Difcharge,  >  . 

and  the  Bone  bare,  j 
There  are  alfo  feveral  1 
Species  in  the  Weft  y Verminous ; 

IndieSy  J 

In  our  Attempts  to  cure  any  Species  of 
thefe  Ulcers,  the  firft  Step  is  to  find  out  the 
internal  Difeafe,  that  the  Blood  may  be 
cleanfed  from  fuch  Impurities  as  produce  it; 
and  here  we  muft  call  to  our  Aid,  the  Phar¬ 


ma- 
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maceutic  Part  of  Surgery,  without  which 
all  topical  Applications  will  not  anfwer 
the  Intent,  but  will  be  no  more  than  if  we 
Ihould  make  an  Effort  to  drain  a  Pond  of 
Water,  before  the  Springs  which  fupply 
it  are  either  ftop’d  up,  or  turn’d  another 
Way;  befides,  if  we  fhould  get  fuch  Ulcers 
to  heal,  it  is  dangerous  on  Account  of  the 
Humours  being  fupprefs’d  and  thrown  back 
into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  the  confequence  of 
which,  like  other  Poifons,  may  in  Time 
produce  either  an  Afthma,  an  Epilepfy,  a 
Vertigo,  an  Eryfipilas,  Blindnefs,  and 
other  '  terrible  Diforders  ;  but  even  if 
neither  of  thefe  fhould  fall  out,  the  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Life  may  be  cut  off  fuddenly. - ... 

It  has  happened  in  robuft  Conftitutions, 
that  after  the  Ulcer  has  conglutinated,the  Pa¬ 
tient  has  become  unhealthy,  till  fuch  Time 
as  that  great  Phyfician  Nature  has  forced  the 
Ulcer  open  again,  or  defpumated  and  thrown 
off  the  noxious  Humour  by  a  kindly  Di¬ 
arrhoea. 

Having  found  out  the  Origin  of  the  Dif- 
eafe,  and  to  what  Clafs  it  belongs,  we  are 

next 
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next  to  confider  on  the  topical  Medicines  to 
affift  us  herein,  and  in  this  Point  the  Ul¬ 
cer  is  to  be  treated  in  refpeft  to  its  Ap¬ 
pearance.  - If  it  is  attended  with  a  fa¬ 

mous,  purulent  or  putrid  Difcharge,  it  mull 
be  brought  to  Digeftion ;  if  varicous  and 
the  Cure  is  retarded  by  the  frequent  Dif- 
charges  of  Blood,  the  Vein  may  be  taken 
up  or  ftopt  by  fome  other  means  ;  in  the 
carious  Ulcer  the  Bones  are  to  be  removed  $ 
Callous  Ulcers  are  to  be  foftened;  Hyper- 
farcofes,  to  be  deftroyed  5  the  Sinuous  are  to 
opened  5  the  Verminous  are  cured  by  ex¬ 
tracting  the  Worms  or  deftroying  the  Ani¬ 
malcule,  and  the  Cancerous  are  to  be  hand¬ 
ed  very  gently,  [and  by  the  fofteft  Appli¬ 
cations. 

Thefe  are  the  various  Intentions  of  Cure 
in  external  Ulcers  ;  and  as  the  Legs  are 
mo  ft  fubjeft  to  thefe  terrible  Diforders,  I 
fhall  confine  my  Subject  to  them  principal¬ 
ly,  fince  thefe  northern  Climes  are  moft  in- 
fefted  with  them,  and  fince  they  particularly 
attack  the  fair  Sex ;  and  though  it  has  been 
faid  by  eminent  Surgeons,  that  the  Cure  of 

2  fome 
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fome  annual  Ulcers  is  dangerous,  yet  I 
think  by  the  Precautions  laid  down,  all  and 
every  one  of  them  may  be  healed  without 
rifquing  any  Hazard  of  impairing  the  Con- 
ftitution,  or  any  Danger  of  Life.  The 
Reafons  alledged  againft  curing  this  pain¬ 
ful  Dilorder,  in  Perfons  far  advanced  in 
Years,  and  in  a  very  bad  habit  of  Body,  are, 
that  the  Ulcers  aft  the  Part  of  Iffues  or  Out¬ 
lets,  through  which  Nature  expels  the  noxi¬ 
ous  and  fuperfluous  Humours. - —  Such 

Reafons  appear  to  me,  as  fo  many  trifling 
Excufes  in  Surgeons,  for  not  curing  thofe 
who  have  been  under  their  Care  for  three  or 
four  Years,  and  fometimes  longer,  when 
at  laft  they  are  left  nearly  in  as  good  a  State 
as  at  the  Beginning. 

It  is  certain  that  there  are  few  Diftempers 
which  infeft  the  human  Fabric,  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  cured  fafely ;  but  ftill  I  am  confi¬ 
dent,  that  moft  bad  Habits  of  Body^  are 
to  be  repaired  and  alter’d  for  the  better  $ 
as  to  alleviating  the  Pains,  aflwaging  the 
Rage,  and  flopping  its  Progrefs ;  thefe  are 
not  fuffleient  for  the  Maintenance  of  our 

Repu- 
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Reputation,  fince  by  the  Anguifh  chiefly,  the 
afflicted  have  often  been  wafted  to  a  Sha¬ 
dow,  or  fallen  into  fome  other  Diftempers ; 
befides,  thefe  Ulcers  by  continuing  a  long 
feries  of  Time,  bring  on  Naufeas,  Feeble- 
nefs.  Decay  of  Nature,  a  Corruption  of 
the  Parts,  which  often  terminate  in  Death 
itfelf,  all  which  are  to  be  remedied  by  in¬ 
ternal  Medicines,  and  topical  Applications, 
as  the  Inftances  I  fhall  afterwards  recite 
may  convince  us. 

As  I  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  vifiting 
feveral  Patients  under  Diforders  of  this  Kind, 
and  thofe  more  particularly  of  the  Fair  Sex, 
who  are  principally  infefted  with  them  ; . 
I  lhall  briefly  recite  their  own  Defcription  of 
their  Complaints,  on  the  firft  Appearance  of 
thefe  Ulcers  in  the  Legs. 

In  general  their  Diforder  begins  with  an 
Itching  in  the  Part,  which  they  fcratch,  and 
by  this  Means  a  fmall  Pimple  is  produced, 
which  at  firft  ouzes  out  a  Sort  of  Water, 
from  an  Orifice  often  no  bigger  than  a  Pin’s 
Head;  afterwards  feftering,  fpreads  itfelf 
more  or  lefs,  with  a  black  or  blew  Circles 

round. 
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found.  Then  the  good  Houfewife  of  Doc- 
trefs  is  to  cure  this  Ample  Diforder  as  it  is 
called,  which  fhe  Attempts  perhaps  for  a 
Month  or  more  ineffectually.  About  this 
Time,  the  Leg  inflames,  fwells,  grows  hot, 
and  produces  a  gentle  Fever ;  the  Sleep  is 
broke,  the  Appetite  weakened,  and  the  Pa¬ 
tient  becomes  a  Burden  to  herfelf,  and  every 
Body  about  her ;  foon  after  fhe  falls  into  a 
Chlorofis,  when  the  Pains  grow  fo  excruci¬ 
ating  that  fhe  cannot  keep  her  Bed  at  Night; 

* 

the  Ulcer  now  grows  deep,  and  appears 
with  a  yellow  Sordes,  and  between  whiles 
with  fpongy  or  fungous  Flefh.  The  Pain 
{hooting  and  pricking  inwards,  as  if  the 
Bone  was  difeafed,  a  lamenefs  enfues,  which 
confines  the  afflifted  to  her  Room,  from 
which  the  whole  train  of  Indolence,  Laffi- 
tude,  Indigeftion,  and  Wallings  of  the  Body 
begins.  Thefe  are  the  principal  Symptoms, 
attending  thofe  who  are  not  paft  the  Meri¬ 
dian  of  Life. - And  here  it  is  neceflary 

alfo  to  obferve,  that  Widows  as  well  as  thofe 
far  advanc’d  in  Years,  are  fubje£t  to  violent 
Ulcers  after  their  natural  healthy  Evacua- 

Q  2  tions 
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V 

lions  are  gone  off,  at  their  accuftomed  Pe¬ 
riods*  This  is  likewife  to  be  remedied  by 
cleanfing  the  Blood  from  whatever  is  left  be¬ 
hind,  through  want  of  purging.  After 
thefe  Difcharges  have  ceafed,  as  Nature  is 
deprived  of  fuch  feafonable  Evacuations,  a 
Plethora  enfues,  by  removing  which  the 
Diforder  is  conquer’d,  and  the  Leg  almoft 
naturally  heals. 

As  thefe  Ulcers  generally  (when  the  Sur¬ 
geon  is  called  in)  are  foul, and  difcharge  a  pu¬ 
trid  fetid  Ichor  with  or  without  callous  Lips, 
there  is  little  more  to  be  done  till  Internals 
have  taken  place,  than  to  treat  them  with 
Stupes  of  the  fofteft  emollient  Kind,  to 
cherifh  the  Parts,  thin  the  Juices,  breath 
forth  the  Matter  lodged,  relax  the  hardened 
Lips,  obferving  that  neither  Wormwood, 
Centaury,  St.  john’s-wort,  though  ever  fo 
highly  extolled  by  Writers,  are  to  have  any 
Share  in  their  Compositions ;  neither  muft  the 
callous  Lips  be  touched  with  the  Knife,  Lapis 
Infernalis,  Lunar  Cauftic,  or  any  Efcharotick, 
fince  they  will  naturally  be  reduc’d,  as  foon  as 
the  Malignity  is  difcharged  from  the  Habit. 

.  /  x  I 


[22  9] 

I  cannot  fay  that  my  Practice  agrees  with 
that  of  Mr.  Sharp ,  where  he  informs  us  in  his 
Introduction,  Page  xxxi ;  <c  that  to  digeft  the 
<c  Ulcer,  or  to  procure  good  Matter  from  it 
“  when  in  a  putrid  State,  there  are  an  in- 
c<  finity  of  Ointments  invented;  but  the 
“  Bajilicon  flavum  alone,  or  foftened  down 
“  fometimes  with  Turpentine,  and  fome- 
u  times  mixt  up  with  different  Proportions 
“  of  red  Precipitate,  feem  to  ferve  the  Pur- 
u  pofes  of  bringing  an  Ulcer  to  Cicatrifation 
€t  as  well  as  any  of  the  others. 

I  cannot  fee  how  T urpentine  foftens  Bafili- 
con,  fince  I  am  perfuaded  the  former  is  of  a 
very  warm  Nature,  and  therefore  good  inMor- 
tifications,  for  which  it  is  always,  if  not  wholly 
ufed,  and  it  muft  confequently  inflame  thefe 
hot  inflammatory  Ulcers,  as  it  were  by  adding 
Fuel  to  Fire ;  neither  can  Precipitate  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  in  fuch  Cafes,  fince  by  its  efeha- 
rotic  (not  to  fay  cauftical)  quality,  it  muft 
conftringe  the  papillary  Orifices  ,and  lock  up 
their  nutritious  Juices.  As  to  the  Reft,  and 
horizontal  Pofition  of  the  difeafed  Limb, 
being  of  fo  great  Importance  to  the  Cure  of 

CL  3  Ulcers. 
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Ulcers  of  the  Legs,  it  is  but  a  Form,  or 
little  better  than  a  Farce,  and  cannot  be  of 
fo  much  Confequence  to  the  Cure,  as  to 
injure  the  Skill  ot  the  Surgeon ;  we  ought  to 
know  better  3  for  as  foon  as  the  Ulcer  is  well 
digefted,  Way  is  made  for  the  redundant 
Humour  feparated  from  the  Blood  to  pafs 
off,  and  ftirring  a  little  about  the  Houfe, 
will  rather  affift  the  Operation  of  the  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  break  the  too  great  Cohelions  of  the 
Fluids,  as  well  as  prevent  their  Stagnation 
around  the  Ulcer.  In  Page  xxxviii,  it  is 
faid,  “  for  as  the  Indifpofition  of  thefe  Sores, 
<c  is  in  fome  Meafure  owing  to  the  Gravita- 
<c  tion  of  the  Humours  downwards,  it  will 
“  be  much  more  beneficial  to  lie  along, 
“  than  fet  upright,  &c.  By  this  I  fuppofe 
he  means,  that  he  would  not  have  the  noxi¬ 
ous  Humours  gravitate,  and  pafs  off  thro’ 
the  Ulcer,  but  pray  why  not  ?  certainly  it 
cannot  be  againft  the  Rules  or  Practice  of 
Surgery,  nay  fomewhere  Hippocrates  has  faid, 
«!-fm  autem  qrn  convenit,  iis  viam  Jiernere  oportet„ 
ut fingula  eo  vergant.  —  Vfhat  is  the  Intent 
Of  digefting  the  Ulcer,  but  fetting  open  the 

neigh- 
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neighbouring  Pores,  and  making  a  Way 
convenient,  for  the  Humours  to  tend  down¬ 
wards  more  readily  ?  and  truly  this  Sluice 
being  open'd,  and  well  managed  according 
to  Art,  is  the  Point  chiefly  to  be  obferved. 

As  to  a  Salivation,  I  am  afraid  it  will 
leave  the  Habit  in  a  worfe  State  than  it  * 
found  it ;  for  when  we  reflect  on  the  poi- 
fonous  Principles  of  Mercury,  we  cannot 

longer  wonder  how  Palfies,  Lofs  of  Me- 

% 

mory,  hypochondriac  Symptoms,  &c.  fuc- 
ceed ;  befides,  very  frequently  thefe  Ulcers 
proceed  from  a  cold  Conftitution,  and 
thofe  fomewhat  dropficai  3  and  Experience 
ftiews,  that  it  has  feldom  proved  of  Ad¬ 
vantage  ;  befides,  the  Operation,  let  it  be  ever 
fo  well  managed,  is  fatiguing,  irkfom, 
troublefom,  and  attended  with  many  precari¬ 
ous  and  new  Diforders. 

Practice  has  fhewn  us  that  fuch  Ulcers 
as  are  fuperficial,  of  an  irregular  Shape, 
and  have  Angles, are  more  expeditioufly  cured 
than  thofe  that  are  circular  and  deep,  be- 
caufe  the  nutritious  Juices  flowing  from 
every  Point  of  the  Circumference  meet  with 

Q  4  no 
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no  other  Subftance  proper  to  form  a  Cica¬ 
trice,  and  the  approaching  of  their  Lips  to 
each  other  becomes  more  difficult.  Thefe 
alfo  are  more  fubject  to  hard  and  callous 
Edges,  fince  the  Succus  nutritivus  forces  the 
more  ferous  Parts  through  their  Lips,  and 
leave  the  balfamic  Parts  in  their  Subftance, 
from  which  a  thin  Sanies  comes  off  with 
the  Dreffings,  whilft  the  Middle  of  the  Ul¬ 
cer  is  filled  with  bleeding  Flefh. - Moft 

Writers  on  this  Subject  have  treated  thefe 
Diforders  with  Incifions,  Cauftic,  or  Efcha- 
rotic  Medicines  to  change  the  Figure  of 
the  Ulcer,  and  remove  the  callous  Edges. 
The  Intention  certainly  is  very  reafonable, 
and  often  has  produced  a  Cure ;  but  ftill  I 
think  there  is  fomething  barbarous  in  giving 
the  Patient  fo  much  Pain  and  Torment,  as 
certainly  it  muft,  by  fcarifying  the  Lips  Day 
after  Day,  for  a  long  Time ;  I  conceive  a 
tender  Treatment  may  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  Afflidted,  and  will  anfwer  the  Intent  bet¬ 
ter  5  and  for  the  Method  of  fucceeding,  we 
are  to  confider,  that  the  firft  Part  confifts  in 
evacuating  the  condenfed  Fluid  in  the  Lips, 

and 
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and  bringing  the  Wound  to  Suppuration,' 
which  are  obtained  by  Diflolvents  and  E- 

mollients.  — - The  following  Cafe  will 

prove  this  Aflertion. 

Martha  Chejlerman ,  a  Maiden  Woman  of 
about  thirty-eight  Years  of  Age,  living  in 
London-Street ,  Readings  had  laboured  under 
one  of  thefe  Ulcers  in  her  Leg  for  near 
twenty  Years.  The  Pains  were  fo  excru¬ 
ciating,  that  fhe  was  not  able  to  reft  a 
Nights  above  an  Hour  or  two  at  a  Time  in 
her  Bed ;  the  was  fo  lame,  that  fhe  had  been 
confined  to  the  Houfe  almoft  entirely  for 
feveral  Years.  ——In  the  Year  1735,  I 
was  called  to  vifit  her,  when  1  found  a  large 
fordid  circular  Ulcer  on  her  Leg,  of  the 
fize  of  about  half  a  Crown,  with  callous 
Lips  feated  inwardly  juft  above  the  Ancle, 
with  a  difcolouring  of  the  Skin,  and  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  Limb  :  It  difcharged  on¬ 
ly  a  thin  ichorous  Fluid  with  an  offenfive 
Smell.  This  Patient  being  of  a  plethoric 
and  fcorbutic  Habit,  I  took  away  about 
eight  Ounces  of  Blood  from  her  Arm,  and 

purged 
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purged  her  two  or  three  Times  with  an  In- 
fufionof  Senna,  and  then  put  her  upon  a 
Courfe  of  Alteratives,  with  a  Deco&ion  of 
the  Woods,  and  the  Lapath.  acut. 

The  Ulcer  was  every  Day  fomented  with 
a  Stupe  compofed  of  Flor.  Sambuc.  Melilot. 
Fol.  Verbajci ,  Malvce,  and  a  few  of  the  Ca¬ 
momile,  &c.  The  Dreffings  were  of  yel¬ 
low  Bafilicon,  without  any  Turpentine, 
fpread  on  a  Pledget  of  Lint  of  the  fize  of 
the  Wound  ;  which  was  applied  warm  af¬ 
ter  the  Limb  had  been  bathed  with  Ung. 

V  V 

Sambuc.  tepifaB.  Over  this  Pledget  was  a 

Plaifter  of  the  Gums  mixt  with  the  mer- 

<■  ... 

eurial  Ointment,  and  a  Roller  of  about  four 
Ells  fecured  them  on. ■  . 

In  about  three  Weeks,  the  callous  Lips 
foftened  by  the  fuppurative  Nature  of  the 
Plaifter :  for  the  aftive  Particles  of  the 
Gums  admitted  the  Quality  of  the  other 
to  infinuate  itfelf,  and  thereby  the  in- 
fpiflated  Lymph  was  divided  and  diflolved, 
and  foon  after  difappeared,  on  which  a  fine 
well  digefted  Matter  followed,  and  the  Pains 
abated.  We  perfifted  in  this  Method  for 

about 
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about  three  Months,  at  the  Expiration  of 
which,  the  Ulcer  kindly  healed,  the  Integu¬ 
ments  became  foft,  and  what  remained  was 
a  blackilh  Mark  on  the  Skin,  as  if  the  Part 
had  been  burnt  with  a  hot  Iron,  her  Com¬ 
plexion  recovered  with  her  Flefh,  as  Ihe  be¬ 
came  free  of  her  Lamenefs. 

Some  little  Time  after  I  made  her  a  Pop - 
litaan  Iflue,  which  fhe  continued  for  feveral 
Years,  and  her  Leg  continued  found  and 

well.  n 

\  * 

I  could  give  Inftances  of  vafl:  Variety  of 
Cafes  of  the  fame  Nature;  but  as  the 
Symptoms  and  Method  of  Cure  are  near¬ 
ly,  if  not  altogether  the  fame,  I  fhall,  for 
Brevity’s  Sake,  content  myfelf  with  the  one 
above  related.  But  I  fhould  be  guilty  of 
a  fignal  Piece  of  Injuftice  to  the  Reader, 
if  I  fhould  forget  to  tell  him,  that  among 
all  the  Medicines  ufed  for  the  Cure  of  ob- 
ftinate  Ulcers,  efpecially  thofe  with  callous 
Lips,  none  is  found  fo  powerful  and  effica¬ 
cious  as  JEthiops  Mineral ,  which  is  fo  flrong 
and  at  the  fame  Time  fo  fafe  a  Deobftruent 
and  Detergent,  that  it  rarely  fails  to  produce 

the  . 
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the  defigned  Effect.  The  judicious  and  in¬ 
genious  Do£tor  Cheyne  was  fo  fenfible  of 
this,  that  for  the  Cure  of  an  invete¬ 
rate  Ulcer  in  the  Leg,  with  callous  Lips, 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  exhibit  this  Medicine 
in  fo  large  Dofes,  that  the  Mercury  relax¬ 
ed  the  callous  Parts  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
it  was  found  crude  on  the  Pledgets  and  other 
Parts  of  the  Dreflings.  But  great  Cau¬ 
tion  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  Adminiftration  of 

$ 

this  Medicine,  which  when  injudicioufly 
prefcribed,  may  juftly  be  compared  to  a 
Sword  put  into  the  Hands  of  a  Madman. 

Venereal  Ulcers. 

Such  is  the  Intemperance,  Luxury,  and 
Wantonnefs  of  the  Age,  that  there  is  another 
Species  of  Ulcers  no  lefs  common  among 
them,  than  thofe  of  the  Legs,  I  mean  ve¬ 
nereal  Ulcers,  or  fuch  as  appear  after  ly¬ 
ing  with  an  infefted  Woman,  or  after 
fome  venereal  Diforder,  fuch  as  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea,  venereal  Bubo,  or  the  Lues  Venerea. 
Thefe  Ulcers  are  generally  feated  in  the 

Groins, 
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Groins,  Nofe,  Fauces  and  Penis,  and  when 
they  appear  in  this  laft  Place,  they  are  call¬ 
ed  Shankers.  All  the  Ulcers  of  this  Kind 
are  feldom  or  never  cured,  without  a  pre¬ 
vious  Expulfion  of  the  venereal  Venom  out 
of  the  Body,  by  proper  Medicines,  without 
which  all  external  Remedies  are  of  no  Ef¬ 
ficacy.  The  venereal  Taint  is  beft  and 
fQoneft  removed  by  Preparations  of  Mercu¬ 
ry  and  Decoctions  of  the  Woods  -7  but  the 
Method  in  which  thefe  are  to  be  ufed, 
and  the  Quantity  in  which  they  are  to  be 
exhibited,  can  only  be  eftimated  from  the 
State  of  the  Difeafe,  the  Strength  of  the 
Patient,  and  the  Violence  of  the  Symptoms. 

Malignant  Ulcers. 

i  '  -s  -  ’  • 

There  are  often  Ulcers  of  fo  bad  and  ma¬ 
lignant  a  Nature,  that  they  will  not  yield 
to  the  Methods  of  treating  common  Ul¬ 
cers.  ’Tis  certain  from  Experience,  that 
Ulcers  of  this  Kind  are  moll  generally  in¬ 
cident  to  Perfons  of  bad,  fcorbutic,  cold, 
cachectic,  and  fcorbutic  Habits,  However, 

the 
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the  Malignity  and  Obftinacy  of  fuch  Ul¬ 
cers,  when  not  accompanied  with  a  Fiftu- 
la,  Callus,  Caries,  putrid  Flelh,  orWorms,  are 
often  removed  by  proper  internal  Remedies, 
and  a  ftridt  Regimen  of  Diet,  which  in  a 
great  many  Cafes  has,  without  any  other 
Afliftance,  cured  fuch  Ulcers,  provided  they 
are  daily  cleanfed  and  drefled  with  any  com¬ 
mon  vulnerary  Oil  or  Balfam,  with  fome 
ordinary  Plaifter,  fuch  as  the  lead  Plaifter, 
or  the  Diapompholygus  carefully  laid  over  it, 
fo  as  to  cover  the  whole.  After  a  careful 
Mundification  of  fuch  Ulcers,  left  the  Mat¬ 
ter  by  its  Stay  fhould  become  more  acri¬ 
monious,  we  may  apply  the  digeftive  Oint¬ 
ment  mixed  with  Myrrh,  Maftich,  or  Co¬ 
lophony  ;  or  a  Decoction  of  Walnut  Leaves, 
with  a  little  Sugar,  or  a  Decodtion  of  Ver- 
digreafe  in  Wine.  In  fome  Patients,  Am¬ 
ple  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  Lime-Water,  applied 
in  Linen  moiftened  with  them  is  of  excel¬ 
lent  Service  in  drying  and  healing  thefe  Ul¬ 
cers.  If  there  are  any  Fiftulas  in  the  Cafe, 
they  are  to  be  cut,  then  cleanfed,  and  after¬ 
wards  confolidated  with  the  Balfam  of  Peru , 

that 
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that  of  Capivi,  or  that  of  Sulphur,  with 
Oil  of  Turpentine,  or  any  other  aggluti¬ 
nating  Medicines.  By  fuch  a  Practice,  and 
the  Ufe  of  proper  Internals,  the  moft  ob- 
ftinate  Ulcers  may  at  lafl:  be  brought  to  a 
£ure. 

If  the  Ulcers  are  of  a  corrofive  and  phagede¬ 
nic  Kind  the  State  of  the  Blood  is  to  be  cor- 
refted  by  Decoctions  of  the  Roots  of  China, 
Sarfaparilla,  Comfry,  Polipody,  Liquorice, 
Scorzonera,  the  Lapatbum  acutum,  the  Herbs 
Mallows,  Marfhmallows,  St.  John’s-wort, 
Sanicle,  Agrimony,  white  Hore-hound, 
and  others  of  a  fimilar  Nature }  aU  Acids, 
punguious  and  acrid  Meats  are  carefully 
to  be  avoided.  Purging  Medicines  now  and 
then  adminiftred,  with  a  Mixture  of 
Mercurius  Dulcis ,  afre  not  only  beneficial  in 
diminilhing  the  Sanies  of  the  Blood,  but  of 
great  Efficacy,  as  Lenients  in  correcting  its 

Acrimony,  and  promoting  a  Cure, 

*  /  • 

Can- 
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Cancerous  Ulcers. 


Thefe  are  of  fo  obftinate  and  malignant 
a  Nature,  that  they  hardly  yield  to  the 
Methods  of  treating  other  Ulcers,  tho’  the 
fame  internal  Medicines  that  are  efficacious 
for  the  latter,  are  alfo  of  Ufe  in  the  former. 
However,  Marcus  Aurelius  Severinus,  a  very 
celebrated  Phyfician  and  Surgeon,  allures  us, 
that  in  fuch  Cafes  more  Relief  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  manual,  than  from  medicinal 
Operations,  lince  many  have  been  cur’d  by 
Steel  and  Fire,  when  Medicines  have  been 
of  no  Ufe;  if  therefore  it  is  determin’d, 
to  treat  an  Ulcer  of  this  Kind  with  Burning 
or  Excilion,  we  are  to  take  all  poffible  Care 
that  the  fame  be  entirely  extirpated,  and 
that  no  corrupted  Part  remain,  lince  fuch 
a  Neglect  would  fruftrate  the  whole  Defign 
of  the  Operation.  Some,  inftead  of  thefe 
fevere  Operations,  ufe  a  phagedenic  Water, 
prepar’d  in  the  following  Manner. 


Take 
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Take  Water  of  quick  Lime  one  Pint* 
fublimate  Mercury  half  an  Ounce,  mix  them 
together,  or  inftead  of  Mercury  fublimate, 
ufe  an  Ounce,  or  an  Ounce  and  a  half  of 
white  Precipitate.  This  is  to  be  frequently 
applied  warm  with  Lint  dipt  therein. 

Inftead  of  fublimate  Mercury,  Mercurius 
Dutch  is  a  much  fafer  Medicine  $  as  for  di- 
geftive  Ointments,  they  are  not  only  impro¬ 
per  in  cancerous  Ulcers,  but  are  alfo  found 
to  be  fatal. 


Of  an  uncommon  Tumour  in  the  Thigh . 


As  Mr.  Peter  Brown ,  aged  about  30,  by 
Trade  a  Baker,  about  nine  Months  ago  was 
carrying  a  Bafket  of  Bread  from  Thames 
Street  to  the  London  Work-Houje,  it  happen'd 
that  in  Coleman-Street  his  Foot  flip!,  and 
he  fell  down  with  his  Load  :  Immediately  a 
violent  Pain  feiz’d  him  in  the  internal  Part 
of  his  Thigh,  which  not  only  rendered  him 
unable  to  proceed  at  that  Time;  but  alfo 
made  him  incapable  of  continuing  in  the 
,  R  Service 
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Service  of  Mr.  Willis  Baker  in  Thames  Street. 

S 

He  applied  from  Time  to  Time  to  feveral 
Surgeons  for  Relief,  and  after  various 
Treatments,  and  near  fix  Months  being 
fpent  without  receiving  any  Advantage,  he 
was  told  that  an  Hofpital  was  the  only  pro-*- 
per  Place,  to  recover  the  Ufe  of  his  Limb. 
Accordingly  a  Petition  was  figned  by  Thomas 
Thomas,  Efq ;  reprefenting  him  as  a  proper 
Objeft  of  that  worthy  Benefaftion.  By  this 
Means  he  was  admitted  into  St.  Thomas  s 
Hofpital  about  the  13th  of  laft  September , 
and  continued  as  a  Patient  in  Edwards 
Ward >  till  near  the  middle  of  December 
following,  being  three  Months,  at  which 
Time  he  was  difcharged  the  Houfe,  being 
in  a  low,  weak  and  lame  Condition,  and 
without  receiving  the  fmalleft  Relief.  The 
exquilite  and  racking  Pain,  under  which  he 
laboured  Night  and  Day,  made  him  a  real 
Objeft  of  Pity,  and  more  efpecially  his 
Friends  and  Acquaintance  univerfally  con¬ 
cluded,  that  he  muft  be  a  Cripple  during  his 
whole  Life, 


On 
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On  the  3d  of  January  I  was  defied  to 
examine  the  Cafe,  the  Afflicted  being  re¬ 
commended  to  me  as  a  Pauper,  by  Mr.  Hall 
a  Butcher  in  Cannon  Street,  and  Mr.  Hewfon 
an  eminent  Salefman  in  Smithfield \  I  found 
the  Patient  violently  tormented  with  Pain 
in  his  Thigh,  and  his  Leg  fo  much  con¬ 
tracted,  that  when  he  moved,  it  was  with 
his  Body  almoft  doubled,  tho>  he  ufed  a 
pair  of  Crutches  for  his  Support*  There 
■was  an  oblong  hard  Tumour  of  the  Size  of 
a  Hen  s  Egg,  but  fomewhat  longer  and 
fharper  at  each  end,  in  the  fuperior  intern¬ 
al  Part  of  his  right  Thigh,  which  at  firft, 
partly  by  its  Situation,  and  partly  by  its 
Figure  feem'd  to  be  a  Hernia  Cruralis  5  but 
as  it  did  not  continue  its  Shape  up  to  the 
Abdominal  Ring,  I  could  by  no  Means  rank 

the  Diforder  in  that  Oafs  of  Tumours _ 

As  the  Diftemper  was  fituated  very  deep 
between  the  Sartorius  and  Gracilis  Mufcles, 
I  at  firil  fufpe&ed  the  Cafe  to  be  an  Aneurifm , 
and  more  efpecially  as  it  extended  almoft 
down  to  the  Crural  Artery  3  but  this  Soft 
picion  was  removed  by  its  being  without 

R  2  -  any 

^  4 


I  244  ] 

any  Pulfation,  and  its  not  fubfiding  on 
prefling  with  the  Hand,  as  well  as  by  its 
being  of  too  firm  a  Texture  for  fuch  a  Dif- 
eafe.  At  this  Time  I  deferred  giving 
my  Sentiments,  but  promifed  him  to 
examine  the  Cafe  next  Day,  and  took 
my  leave  with  ordering  the  Patient,  as  he  lay 
in  Bed,  to  feel  at  Times  for  a  Pulfation  or 
Motion  in  the  Part. 

Accordingly  next  Morning  I  took  an 
accurate  Survey  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the 
Parts  diftemper’d,  and  gave  my  Opinion 
abfolutely,  that  it  was  neither  a  Hernia  Cru - 
rath,  nor  an  Aneurifm  5  but  that  the  Swelling 
arofe  from  the  violent  Strain  of  the  Mufcles, 
at  the  Time  of  the  Accident,  by  the  Force 
of  which  the  Cellular  Membranes,  which 
cover  and  line  the  Mufcles,  fuffered  a  Rup¬ 
ture,  and  their  oily  Contents  were  extra- 
vafated,  which  not  being  properly  treated 
at  firfl:,  were  now  infpilfated  and  enveloped 
in  the  broken  Membranes,  and  had  formed 
a  large  encyfted  Tumour ;  and  that  the 
Contraction  of  the  Leg,  which  had  drawn 
lip  his  Heel  almoft  to  his  Ham,  proceeded 
ft  1  $  from 
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from  the  Weight  of  this  preternatural 
Tumour,  diftending  the  Bellies  of  the  Flex¬ 
or  Mufcles,  and  thereby  fhortning  their 
Length  by  bringing  their  Infertions  nearer 
their  Origins. 

On  the  Strength  of  this  Opinion  I  direct¬ 
ed  the  Tumour  to  be  bathed  twice  a  Day 
with  a  difcutient  Fotus,  and  a  Poultis  of 
the  emollient  Plants  to  be  applied  after  each 
Time  of  fomenting.  — —  Cathartics,  and 
other  Precautions  were  ftriftly  obferved  for 
ten  Days,  at  the  Expiration  of  which  all 
his  Anguifti  ceafed,  his  Leg  recovered  its 
natural  Pofition  and  Ufe,  and  he  now 
walks  about  the  Town  without  either  of 
his  Crutches,  or  even  any  Lamenefs  j  his 
Strength  and  Flefh  recruit  daily,  and  the 
1 6th  of  January  ij$ i,  being  but  the 
thirteenth  Day  of  his  being  under  my  Care, 
I  received  his  Thanks  for  my  Affiftance,  and 
in  his  Prefence  drew  up  this  Account. 


•  ,  \  '  '  «  \ 

FINIS . 


< 


CONTENTS. 


Obfervat.  f'iF  a  complicated  Hydrocele  in 

I.  ^  which  neither  of  the  feflicles 
nor  Penis  could  be  difcovered  Page  i 

II.  Of  a  Hydrocele  attended  with  a  Gangrene, 

and  other  uncommon  Symptoms  5 

III.  Of  Empyemas  of  various  Kinds  20 

IV.  Of  a  Piflol-Shot,  through  the  Thorax  46 

V.  Of  Stones  in  the  Bulb  of  the  Urethra  49 

VI.  Obfervations  concerning  Supprejjion  of  Urine 

and  cutting  for  the  Stone  53 

VII.  Method  of  operating  in  thefe  Cafes  57 

VIII*  Of  Stones  in  the  Bladder  59 

IX.  Of  FraSlures  in  the  Cranium  6 1 

X.  Of  a  Wound  on  the  Head  with  a  Erasure 

of  the  Cranium  63 

XI*  Of  a  Wound  in  the  Head  by  a  PiftoUShot 

i  -  68 

XII.  Of  an  incifed  Wound  through  the  Cranium, 
and  of  another  Wound  on  the  Scalp  caufmg 
Symptoms  of  a  Fracture,  cured  without  tre- 
paning  70 

XIII. 


XIII.  Of  a  FraSiure  of  the  Head  with  a  Sup* 

puration  of  the  Brain  Page  73 

XIV.  Of  a  Concuffon  of  the  Brain  without  a 

FraSiure  or  Fiffure>  and  made  by  a  blunt 
Weapon  77 

XV.  Of  a  FraSiure  of  the  Cranium  at  the 
meeting  of  the  coronal  and  fagittal  Sutures  85 

XVI.  Of  the  State  of  the  Brain  in  a  mad 

Man  .  101 

XVII.  Of  the  Gaflroraphy  1 02 

XVIII.  Of  the  Gaflroraph  compleat  attended 

with  Succefs  il  | 

XIX.  Of  a  compound  FraSiure  of  both  Legs 

with  Comminution  and  Gangrene  t  114 

XX.  Of  a  FraSiure  of  the  Femur,  where  both 
Extremities  were  forced  through  the  Mufcles 

127 

XXL  Of  a  Wound  in  the  Hand  with  Lacera¬ 
tion and  other  terrible  Symptoms  137 

XXII.  Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  feeth  154 

XXIII.  Of  Ulcers  in  the  Nofe  arifngfrom  foul 
f *eth  1 6 1 

■  1 

XXIV.  Of  afoul  Jaw  with  fungous  Flefh  163 

XXV.  Of  another  foul  Jaw  attended  with  ma¬ 
lignant  Ulcers  on  the  fongue ?  &c.  168 

XXVL 


XXVI.  Of  an  Abfcefs  in  the  Face  Page  1 74 
XXVII.  Of  foul  Feeth  occafoned  by  the  Scurvy 

m 

XXVIII.  Of  a  compound  fractured  Jaw  180 

XXIX.  Of  a  total  Diflocation  of  the  under 

Jaw  183 

XXX.  Of  an  extraordinary  Caries  on  the  ma¬ 
jor  FoJJils  of  both  Legs  185 

XXXI.  Of  the  Gout  203 

XXXII.  Of  a  Gout  relieved  by  Poplitaean 

Ijfues  216 

XXXIII.  Of  Ulcers ,  their  various  Species ,  and 
different  Methods  of  Cure  220 

XXXIV.  Of  an  uncommon  Tumour  in  the 
Thigh.  241 


BOOKS  printed  for  John  Clarke,  under  the 
Royal-Exchange,  Cornhill. 

l.  rr^HE  Art  of  Surgery,  in  which  is  kid  down 
JL  fuch  a  general  Idea  of  the  fame  as  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  Reafon,  confirmed  by  Practice,  and  farther 
illuftrated  with  many  fingular  and  rare  Cafes.  Me¬ 
dico  Chirurgical.  2  Vols.  8vo.  5th  Edition. 

2.  Aphrodifiacus ,  containing  a  Summary  of  the 
ancient  Writers  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe ,  under  the. 
following  Heads,  ift.  Of  its  Original,  2d.  Of  the 
Symptoms,  3d.  Of  the  various  Methods  of  Cute* 
Octavo. 


' 


